
What on earth is the Deacon doing? Feb 2022 
Deacon Tim Coleman, to the North Cheshire Methodist Circuit  

Dear friends, its been a while since I last wrote a newsletter updating you on my activities 

as Deacon in the circuit. A lot has changed in the last two years. Two years ago, I was still 

familiarising myself with the Circuit and the Runcorn area in particular, and then the 

pandemic hit! The last two years have been surreal. I sometime wake up and feel like I’m 

in someone else’s life. I’m sure I’m not alone in that feeling of dislocation. 

And yet the work has progressed. Some plans were pushed back, others accelerated. This 

newsletter aims to bring you up to date the on ministry and developments. 

Personal matters 

A number of people have observed that I have lost weight. Two years ago, my doctor 

advised me to lose weight and so by changing our diet, and with the help of two regular 

dog walks each day (Ziva is a collie, from an animal rescue centre, she came to us just 

before the first lockdown) both Helen and I have lost weight. We feel better for it, physically 

and mentally, and benefited in other ways too. Sailing has really helped my mental health. 

It is such a physically and mentally immersive sport that takes full attention, there is no 

time to think about anything else.  However, in the first lockdown my boat suffered a lot of 

cold weather damage, and that does cause stress. At the start of 2021 I decided to replace 

my wooden boat with a fibreglass one to reduce cold weather damage and maintenance 

costs. My new boat doesn’t look as pretty but it is easier to maintain, doesn’t suffer in cold 

weather and it goes faster!  

Last year I took a three-month Sabbatical in the 

summer months. The sabbatical had to be flexible to 

adapt to the variable covid restrictions, however I 

was fortunate to be able to carry out my primary goal 

of completing an RYA Dinghy Instructors course, 

which I passed. I also started an art project exploring 

themes of mental health and trauma in the scriptures. 

I didn’t complete the project, but it remains a work in 

progress that I sometimes get time to work on. 

Just at the end of my Sabbatical, and the day after I had successfully instructed three 

novices to sail, my father, aged 84, unexpectedly died. He was on his usual walk to get the 

paper when he collapsed in the street. My mother was called and was with him in his last 

moments. His passing was a big shock to the whole family, my mother in particular. My dad 

was not a great ‘church goer’ but most of his friends were Christians who affirmed his very 

practical faith. He was greatly respected in the community and many came and filled the 

church for his funeral where I had the privilege of 

giving his eulogy. The family has rallied to support 

my mum with regular visits from my sister, and 

myself. The journey to Essex takes about 5 hours so 

I tend to go for a few days every few months and do 

some odd jobs for my mum. One thought makes me 

smile, as I attempt to sort through his garage, is of 

my dad looking on and laughing saying  “I did warn 

you!” Indeed he did. However, it is perhaps one way 

of  working through grief and I don’t begrudge it.  

In other family news, in September 2020, my stepdaughter, Esme married Sam. In October 

2020, my Son, Jon married Ellie, in December 2021 their son, 

Nicholas, was born. In September this year my Son, Chris married 

Sarah. We also have another new grandson, Oliver, born in Feb 2021 

to Dan and Abi. And finally, I was voted in as the Vice Commodore At 

the Leigh and Lowton 

Sailing club AGM last 

November. I’m not 

entirely sure what I’m 

supposed to do but I 

hope to bring a positive 

contribution to the life of 

the club.  
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The Shopping City Chaplaincy 

The chaplaincy team has grown, and our activity has expanded. We now 

open the Sanctuary four days a week and are soon to add, starting on 

the 24th February, a new ministry of the Chaplaincy using a café to hold 

a monthly Grave Talk meeting; conversations about death. This is small 

sub team of chaplains from among the team. We hope to develop a more 

frequent informal bereavement drop-in as we gain more team members.  

The big news is that within the last month the Sanctuary Chaplaincy is 

now a registered charity. We are now making plans to develop the work 

and the team.  

We will soon be running the Chaplaincy Everywhere course again for 

prospective team members and we are always looking for new team 

members. If chaplaincy is something you want to explore, please contact 

me. Watch out for The Sanctuary Chaplaincy newsletter, soon to be 

circulated. 

Trinity Safe Space 

All through the lockdowns and the various levels of restrictions that disabled our normal drop-

in activity, we continued to support asylum seekers in a variety of ways. Basic English lessons 

moved online, and we found ways of encouraging and helping asylum seekers. As the 

restrictions have lifted, and with the covid vaccinations well established, we have re-started 

the two drop-ins, one in Widnes Trinity Methodist Church and one in Runcorn, Halton Trinity 

Methodist Church. These have started well, and we hope to develop further activities to 

support asylum seekers, especially in regard to their mental health. Watch out for the Trinity 

Safe Space newsletter soon to be circulated. 

Schools work 

Being a school governor at St Mary’s primary school has 

created an opportunity to develop a link with the school’s ‘Etho’ group (ethos and eco 

combined). The school recently acquired some trees to plan so I went along and joined in the 

fun with the pupils, parents and teachers. 

The Lock down and restrictions put paid to the usual Hope Journey ministry to local schools 

but we were able to make use of videos created by another circuit in the district that were sent 

to the schools and then utilising Zoom, have a meeting with the schools so they could ask 

questions of myself on the  Hope Journey stories. This worked ok but didn’t utilise the church. 

Hopefully we will soon be able to resume more normal activities. 

Pastoral work 

Lent courses and bible studies, preaching and a variety of other church based activities have 

been part of my work over the last two years, much of it conducted via Zoom. It is fair to say 

that the pandemic has greatly interfered, although new skills and ways of working have been 

developed. Working with Alison, we hope to run Lent groups again this year and also develop 

a baptism group.  

New Developments and plans for the work 

Following my sabbatical, and with the help of others, including supervision sessions with Rev Neil Stacey, I have been reflecting 
on how to develop my work in the circuit. One of the things I’m planning to start is a ‘Holy Habits’ discipleship group, exploring the 
Holy Habits material to develop our faith. This is likely to start with a Lent group and develop from there.  

Another initiative is to explore how the Church can respond in a more focused way to the environmental crisis. At the heart of this 
is recognising the Gospel imperative of salvation through redemption and transformation that restores humanity to its God given 
created purpose of being stewards of creation. This is likely to take the shape of a Christian community (Eco Church?) exploring 

what this means for life, mission and worship.  

Of course, God may have other ideas so I hold all these things lightly and 
look to what and where the Holy Spirit is leading. 

Support group 

I’m pleased to report that I now have a support group that meets with me 
periodically. Their task is to be critical friends,  watching over me in love 

and prayer, helping to discern how and what I am doing. I am grateful to 
these lovely people who willingly give up their time to  invest in me and 
the ministry I’m growing in. 

Many thanks for all you support, encouragement and prayers. 

Every blessing 

Tim 

The Sanctuary with some of the team in our uniform 

Tree planting at St Mary’s school 

The Sanctuary with some of the team 

Prayer needs 

Please pray for  

• My family, especially for my mother following the 

death of my father. 

• For a forth coming marriage of Kat (Helen’s 

daughter) and Luke. March 26th 

• The Sanctuary Chaplaincy, its team, ministry 

and development. 

• Trinity Safe Space and the support of asylum 

seekers 

• Schools work 

• New developments: Eco-Church, Holy Habits 

group, Baptism group and Lent groups. 


