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Many thanks to all who sent in items this time. 
If there is something happening in your church you would like to tell 
people about or if you would like to write for the next edition of the  
Circuit Newsletter then please get in touch. 700 words max 
 

by email to - peter.sandercock@btinternet.com 
or ordinary mail to - Peter Sandercock, ’Plas Hyfryd’ Gorsedd,  
Holywell, CH8 8QY   by Monday 29th April 2019 please! 

Holy Encounters - Festival of Worship 
Mersey Synod event 

 
Caldy Valley Neighbourhood Church, Chester 

 

This summer we are holding an event to celebrate  
different styles of worship. 

You are cordially invited to share in this day. 
 Saturday 3rd August 10 am – 4.15 pm,  
which is free of charge, and includes lunch. 

 

Come along and experience Taize style worship,  
Healing, Silent Communion and Lectio Dvina (reflective 

reading), Folk & Celtic music and all age worship,  
ending with contemporary worship led by the  

Café Jam Band. 
Supervised children’s activities also available all day 

 

Come along and bring your friends 
Save the date! 

Booking essential by 21st July  
via Joan Colwell at Caldy Valley 

07837 234071 or jcolwell3@sky.com 

  

 

Chester and  

Delamere Forest  
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From the Superintendent Minister 
 

Dear friends, 
Sometimes our experiences in life and in the church lead us to ask, 
“Why did I first decide to follow Jesus?”  On other occasions we may 
be led to think or to say, “That’s  what led me to become a disciple of 
Christ—and it still does!”  They are moments of real blessing. A new 
resource, called “Talking Jesus”, is a 6-week course for use in small 
groups that aims to help us to share with other people why being a 
follower of Jesus makes sense for us. Look out for opportunities to 
share in such a group in your local church (or one nearby). 
 

In this year’s cycle of readings for Sunday worship, we were invited 
to reflect on the call of the first disciples by looking at Luke 5:1-11. 
In it we read how Jesus invited Simon Peter and his friends to take 
their boat away from the safety of the shore and into deeper water 
to look for a catch (now there’s food for thought in itself!).  The 
resulting catch of fish was so big that the boats were in danger of 
sinking. And then we read: 
 

   “When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying,    
   "Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!"  For he and all    
   who were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that they  
   had taken;  and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee,   
   who were partners with Simon.” 
 

Now, to say that Peter and his friends “were amazed” just doesn’t 
give us the full meaning. What Luke wrote literally was that 
“amazement completely surrounded” them. Just as the fish had been 
enclosed and gathered in by the nets, so Peter and his companions 
were enfolded and drawn in by amazement; and Peter saw that it 
was a sign of God’s grace in Christ. 
 

My prayer for us all would be that each of us can know that we are 
surrounded by God’s grace; and that our joyful amazement would 
lead us out to tell others about God’s goodness in Jesus. 

Yours in Christ, 

Neil 
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MUSIC at WESLEY 
Tuesday Lunchtime Concerts  12.45 - 1.35pm 

 

 

Mar 5th   Matthew Lau (Piano) 

Mar 12th   Latchen Kinghorn-Perry (Clarinet), 
   Ellis Howarth (Piano) 
Mar 19th   Paul Sellers (Horn), Alison Loram (Violin), 
   Chris Symons (Piano) 
Mar 26th   Jeremy & Brian Heald (Piano Duet) 
April 2nd   Yuki Kagajo (Piano) 
April 9th   John Gough (Piano) 
April 16th   The Vale Royal Singers Perform Vivaldi’s Gloria 
April 23rd   Hayley Parkes (Piano) 
April 30th   Chetham’s School Of Music Brass Ensembles 
May 7th   Justine Gormley (Piano) 
May 14th   Jonathan Guy (Clarinet), Leanne Cody (Piano) 
 
 
 

Retiring Collection in aid of Wesley Church Centre 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Saturday Organ Recitals 12.45 - 1.35pm 
 

 

Mar 16th    Brian Heald (Wesley, Chester) 

Music around the Circuit 
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Hamilton Street Choir Fellowship  
Fridays 7.30pm – 9.00pm 

You are most welcome to join us every Friday, or just 
when you feel like a good sing.  About half of those who 
attend aren’t members of our congregation, so, if you enjoy  
singing in a relaxed environment, you’ll love our Friday evenings. 

 

Further details from John Evans 07939-645688  
angiejohnevans@uwclub.net 

Songs For Spring at Saltney 
With the Hawarden Singers 

Saturday 17th May 2019 at 7.30pm 
 

Tickets are £7 which includes refreshments 
Contact Janet Helsby  01244 675799 or  
           Mary Albrighton 01244 671795 

An uplifting concert of Springtime music. 

Concerts at Hoole Methodist Church CH2 3JG 
 

Building on the success of our Sunday afternoon Concert & Cake 
events, a series of monthly Charity Concerts is underway on the 
3rd Sunday at 3pm.  The concerts last around 50 minutes and are 
followed by refreshments. 
Sunday 17th March : St Martin’s Academy (Local School) with  
       Angie & John Evans 
Sunday 21st April : Easter Celebration Concert led by  
           Hamilton Street Choir Fellowship 
Sunday 19th May : The Queen’s School, Chester 
Sunday 16th June : Waverton Singers 

Entry to the concerts is Free, however, we suggest a donation of 
£5 is made to the charity. Further details - see foot of page. 
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Responding to Grenfell 
 

At Caldy Valley Church on Saturday 23nd March at 7.30pm, we 
are privileged to host an evening with the Rev’d Mike Long. 
 

Mike Long moved from his church in Muswell Hill to become  
superintendent minister of Notting Hill Methodist church in April 
2017. On the 14th June, fire swept through Grenfell tower and 72 
people perished in the blaze. The church, along with other places 
of worship in the area, became a focus for the thousands of  
people who needed comfort and those who wanted to help. Mike 
and his congregation had to respond to the needs of those people  
affected by the fire and those who came to help. Through the  
disorientating first days to the present, Mike reflects on how the 
wider faith community in the area supported those affected by the 
tragedy. He talks about the strong links and friendships that were 
formed out of that experience. He highlights the lessons to be 
learnt for a community having to deal with a disaster on the scale 
of Grenfell. 
 

Please share this event with your friends, family, and churches and 
we look forward to seeing you on March 23rd.   
Mike will also be preaching at Wesley the following morning, 
March 24th at 10.30 a.m. 

Connexional Funds paid in from the Chester and Delamere 

Forest Methodist Circuit  2017 - 18 
 

Fund for Property      £1,553 
Fund / Support / Presbyters & Deacons        £100 (£415 pd via Dist*) 
Methodist Church Fund           £1500 
The training Fund                    £150 
Mission in Britain Fund           £2269 
World Mission Fund               £5127 
Easter Offering                        £2700 
Total Donations      £13,399 (Not including *) 
 



4 

 

In September we will be joined by three churches in 
Runcorn to form the North Cheshire Circuit. Here’s a  
little bit about them. 
 

The Heath Methodist 
Church was opened in  

1970 when four Churches in 
the town closed and those 
congregations united. 
There’s always been a warm 
and friendly atmosphere, and 
God’s love is shown amongst 
the congregation by much 
work that is done in His 
Name. Worship takes place 
each Sunday morning and 
evening. Junior Church and Creche facilities run alongside the 
Morning Service who join with the congregation for All Age  
Worship and Communion once a month. Fellowship continues  
after Morning Worship with a ‘cuppa’. Membership is 109, and  
The Heath has good communal facilities (especially after a Hall  
refurbishment 2 years ago). The premises are fully utilised every 
day of the week by Church or Community groups. There are many 
groups that meet during the week such as the Creche/Tots Group, 
the weekly Lunch Club, Drama, Men’s group and Youth Fellowship 
to name but a few covering an age range from four to ninety four! 
Many special events are held during the year, so watch this space 
for our 50th Golden celebrations!  

 

Trinity Methodist church in Halton Village is the oldest of the 
three Runcorn churches at some 140+ years old built by Thomas 
Hazelhurst and the last of his churches still standing in Runcorn. 
Trinity has a membership of 60 meeting every Sunday morning  
for worship. Junior church take place at the same time and the 
children join us for communion and All Age Worship. There is  
always a warm welcome and worship is followed by refreshments 
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Chester Folk Festival   
24th-27th May in Kelsall Village 

Folk Festival Service 
At Kelsall Methodist Church 10.30am  

Sunday 26th May 
All are Welcome. 

KMC is also hosting a full programme of events for 
Chester Folk Festival over the Bank Holiday Weekend.  
See http://www.chesterfolk.org.uk for details. 

District Welcome Service for the new Chair  
Rev’d Helen Kirk is Friday 30th August at Tunstall MC. 
 

There are two new Presbyters and a Deacon moving into 
our Circuit from the 1st of September 2019 –  
Rev’d Jo Brown and Rev’d Alison Crookes plus  
Deacon Tim Coleman. The welcome service for all 
three will be held on Saturday 31st August, 4.30pm, at 
The Heath Methodist Church in Runcorn led by our 
new Chair of District Rev’d Helen Kirk. 
 

The Circuit is changing its name to  
North Cheshire from 1st September  
(subject to Conference approval). 

Caldy Valley are hosting another Afternoon Tea  
on Saturday 30th March between 3 - 5pm. 
All welcome Tickets are £5. 
Tickets available from  
Centre Office 01244 318450  
or Liz Johnson 01244 335988 

L
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http://www.chesterfolk.org.uk/
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 Diary Dates March, April & May 2019 
March 
25th February - 10th March is Fairtrade Fortnight 
Wed 6 Mar – Ash Wednesday 
Sat 9th 19.00 at Wesley - Quiz Night with Palestinian Food (p 13) 
Mon 11th 12 Noon Hurst Soup Lunch for ‘Chester Aid to the Homeless’  
Tue 12th 19.30  Hurst  'Guilders' Night ' 
Sat 23rd 19.30 at Caldy Valley - Rev’d Mike Long (see p3) 
Fri 29th Quiz Night at Frodsham (see p6) 
30th March to 14 April  Schools out 
Sun 31st  CLOCKS GO FORWARD 
 

April 
Mon 8th 12noon Hurst Soup Lunch for the Nationwide Association 
   of Blood Bikes 
Fri 19th Good Friday  
Sun 21st EASTER DAY 
26th-28th   Hurst Church Family Weekend in Wales 
 

May 
Sun 12th 18.30 Easter Offering Circuit Service at the Hurst (p21) 
Thu 16th 19.30 Helsby - Rev’d David Bintliff Testimony Service 
Thu 30 May   Ascension 
 

June 

Sun 2nd  4.30pm Alsager, District Farewell to Rev’d Peter Barber 

Midweek Worship (March to May 2019) 
Messy church - see page 15 
Cafe Church happens at Norley once a month on a Wednesday: 
March 20th, April 17th and May 15th. 
 

Communion service at Saltney every Thursday at 9.30am.  Service 
at Wesley at 12.30pm every Thursday.  
 

Every first Wednesday at 2pm there is an afternoon service at ‘The 
Windings’, Cable Drive, Helsby. Coffee is served at 1.30pm. Future 
Dates: 6th March, 3rd April & 1st May. 
 

TGiF Look out for new dates after Easter! 

  
See Circuit website www.chesteranddelamereforest.org.uk 
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and a time of Fellowship. This  
continues during the week with  
various activities. These include  
bacon butties served on a  
Tuesday morning to anyone who 
wants to pop in, our monthly  
Bible study evenings and Halton 
Circle which meets once a  
fortnight for any ladies to attend. 
Womens’ Fellowship sees our 
older ladies from all three 
churches meeting for fellowship 
on a Wednesday afternoon. We 
also enjoy meeting together for various special events which usu-
ally include food!! The church is also used by community groups  
during the week such as the Highfield Choir, Friends of Halton  
Village, The Connect Group for people with learning difficulties and 
Slimming World. 
 

Wicksten Drive opened in 1975 as a Christian Centre managed 
and jointly owned by the Methodist church and the Anglican 

church. The Sunday morning service is a Methodist service. 
This is attended by a faithful number of people and the  
membership is around 30. The building is well used by the  
community with various clubs meeting and using the building 
every day. 
 
Members across Runcorn are involved with the Foodbank, Talking 
News, are Governors of local Schools and work with refugees who 
have come to live in the borough of Halton. They support 
Churches Together in Runcorn and All We Can, Christian Aid and 
NCH Action for Children.  



6 

 

Frodsham Methodist Church  
Quiz Night Friday 29th March at 7.30pm  
Teams of six - Supper included - Raffle 

Entry is £6 per person - to be paid on the night. 
 

Proceeds to Chester Aid to the  
Homeless and FMC 

 

To book email margjacks35@gmail.com 
01928 732067 

Blakelees Church Anniversary 
 

Sunday 5th May at 6.30pm 
 

With Rev’d Peter Barber our Chair of District. 
 

All Welcome 

Norley Anniversary 
Sunday 28th April at 

10.45am with  
Rev’d David Emison 

All Welcome 

Tiverton Anniversary 
Sunday 7th April at 

2.30pm  
with Mr Mike Ridley 

All Welcome 

Lent Lunch at Christleton 
Wednesday 10th April 12 Noon - 1.30pm 

Fairtrade Stall 
(Proceeds to Christian Aid) 
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Around the Table Bible Study at Saughall 
 

Wednesday 20th March at 7pm 
led by Rev’d David Speed 

 

All Welcome 

Testimony Service Rev’d David Bintliff 
will be held at 7.30pm at Helsby on  

Thursday 16th May.  
All welcome 

Rev’d David Bintliff’s Ordination is Sunday 30th June  
in Birmingham 

Good Friday 
9.30am Service at St Phillips Kelsall  

10.30am Walk of Witness to Kelsall MC for Service at 11.00am 
followed by coffee & hot cross buns. 

 

10.00am Joint Service at Helsby MC  followed by Walk of Witness 
to St Paul’s for hot cross buns and a drink. 

 

10.45am Main Street Frodsham for  
Frodsham Churches Walk of Witness 

 

10.00am Caldy Valley Mrs Joan Colwell 
10.30am Hoole Rev’d David Goodwin 
11.00am Norley Rev’d Andrew Emison 
11.00am Tarporley Outdoor Witness 
2.30pm Saughall Rev’d David Speed 

11.30 - 3pm Wesley Centre open 

Easter Sunday (see Plan) 
7.30am Tarporley - Sunrise Service at Portal Rise 

You will be most welcome at any of the above. 
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Holy Week 2019 
Mon 15th, Tue 16th & Wed 17th April  

Prayers and reflection at Frodsham 7pm 

Maundy Thursday 
6.30pm Caldy Valley Supper with Communion  

led by Rev’d David Goodwin 
6.30pm Tarvin Simple meal & Holy Communion  

6.30pm Wesley Community Meal & Worship All Ages 
7pm Frodsham  Meal & Communion  

with Rev’d Andrew Emison 
7.30pm Blakelees Service with Communion   

led by Rev’d David Bintliff 
7.30pm US at Hoole URC Rev’d Susan Flynn (S) 

7.30pm Kelsall Supper and Service 
7.30pm Saltney Service with Communion  

with Rev’d David Speed 
7.30pm Tarporley Shared Meal 

 

Christianity Explored 
Do you know enough about Christianity to judge it? Do you know how 
important it is to you personally?  
 

'Christianity Explored' is at The Hurst Methodist Church, starting on 
Wednesday 20th February from 7.45 to 9.15 pm, continuing weekly 
through the time of Lent. It's a video course based on the Gospel of 
St Mark - and relevant to today.  
The evening sessions will be relaxed, informal and open to all - so 
you will be most welcome. Ask any questions you like – or just sit and 
listen. Bring a friend! Refreshments will be provided.        
More information from Kay or John Leach on 01928 787475. 
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Open Table at Wesley Church Centre 
 

Wesley Church Centre has recently started hosting monthly 
Open Table services. Open Table was established in Liverpool at 
St Bride’s Church and is an ecumenical movement that aims to 
create safe sacred spaces for LGBT+ Christians and all those 
who seek an inclusive church. It is an opportunity for people to 
explore their faith whilst knowing that they can come as they 
are. You can find out more about Open Table by visiting their 
website: http://opentable.lgbt     
 

Excitingly, Wesley is the first Methodist church to be  
hosting Open Table services. The services are organised by a 
steering group which includes some members of the Wesley 
congregation and of other churches. Valuable support is  
provided by Revd Neil Stacey and Revd Dr Christine Dutton. 
Services are currently being held every 2nd Sunday evening of 
the month at 6.30pm. We share in worship and communion and 
after the service we enjoy a time of fellowship with homemade 
cakes and refreshments.  
 

We promoted the establishment of Open Table Chester at  
Chester Pride earlier in the summer 
and were met with an overwhelm-
ingly positive response, especially 
from those who had in the past been 
made to feel unwelcome by the 
Church. This has given us a strong 
core of worshippers attending our 
services. The invitation extends to 
all, to come as you are! 

http://opentable.lgbt
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Hoole Methodist Church, 
Hamilton Street 

 
Saturdays 10am – 11.30am  
“Tea, Coffee & Toasted Tea-

cakes” 
All are Welcome 

 
More details from John Evans 

07939 645688 or angie-
johnevans@uwclub.net 

‘Flicks in the Sticks’ at 
Kelsall 

7.30pm Admission: £4.00 on 
the door.  

Enquiries: 01829 752548  
 

8th March  
‘A Star is Born’ 

 
5th April  

‘Stan and Ollie’ 
 

3rd May   
(To be confirmed) 

 
Doors open at 7.00pm.  
Refreshments available. 

Frodsham Methodist Church  
Lunch Club  

A lunch club is held on the first Wednesday of   
the month.  The ‘soup and pudd’ lunch is   
served at 12.30pm prompt, with doors open   
to welcome you from 12 noon.  Whilst tea and 
coffee is served, we have an informal 'fun quiz'.  
The suggested donation towards lunch costs is £3.  
 If you would like to come along and join us, you will be 
made very welcome, so please give it a try!  To find out a  
little more, or to reserve a place, please ring the co-ordinator, 
Marg Jacks on 01928 732067  
or email: margjacks35@gmail.com   
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Easter Offering Circuit Service 2019 
at the Hurst, Kingsley on Sunday May 12th at 

6.30pm 
 
 

Easter Offering 2019 
Longer tables, lower fences 

 

 The Easter Offering 2019 dedication service  
Longer tables, lower fences, features stories of shared  
hospitality across the world. The worship encourages us to  
consider how we might build longer tables, rather than higher 
fences, as we share whatever we have and connect with our 
neighbours. 
 This service provides an opportunity for churches,  
circuits and districts to gather and celebrate God’s mission  
activity in the wider world. It includes the dedication of the 
Easter Offering, all of which goes to the World Mission Fund of 
the Methodist Church in Britain.  

Does this matter today? There are still people who make it their 
business to cast doubt on the scriptures and the Gospels them-
selves. That’s why it’s so important to be sure that we are not 
following fake news but we are reading, hearing and believing 
the truth. At the very beginning of his gospel St. Luke declares 
the amazing things he has seen and heard are not fake news 
but matters of certainty that can be relied upon. He goes on to 
tell us the impact Jesus made, and, in his second volume, a lit-
tle of what followed Jesus’ short life on earth. Through the 
books that St. Luke has written he urges us to believe as he did 
and like him be a witness for Jesus. St Luke never met Jesus, 
so far as we know, and neither have we, but we can use his 
words as the springboard for our own faith in Jesus. 

Phil Duke  10 Feb 2019  
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 Fake News or Gospel Truth? 
This Christmas I was reading the first chapter of St Luke’s  
gospel and I was struck afresh by the last line of his preface 
(Luke 1v 4) “so that you may know the certainty, in Greek, the 
infallibility, of the things you have been taught”. 
 

The implication of that statement is that St Luke knew there 
were people amongst his readers who wondered if what they 
were reading could possibly be true. Could it be that the  
Ancient of Days at last was working again among his people  
after a gap of about 400 years?  Maybe Luke himself at first 
doubted the remarkable things that he was seeing and hearing 
but the witness of the apostles and disciples of Jesus himself 
had brought him round to faith.  
 

So, as he says, to make sure he was not a bringer of fake news, 
he sought out reliable people who had been eye witnesses. 
Who else, after all could know the details of the birth of John 
the Baptist but Zechariah the priest  and his wife Elizabeth?  
As for Mary and Joseph, these events concerned the most  
intimate part of their lives. I don’t know what the scholars say 
but for my part, his certainty could only have come from the 
protagonists themselves. 
 

But who was this man, Luke, who so carefully organised his 
material and set it down in such beautiful Greek, the language 
of educated people in his day? (I am told his Greek is beautiful, 
I could not possibly comment.) He was responsible for two 
books of the New Testament, the book which we call the Acts 
of the Apostles, and the Gospel to which tradition has attached 
his name, without contradiction, from the earliest times.  In 
Acts he was was a companion of St.Paul on his voyage to Rome 
who calls him the beloved physician and who may have been 
the only person who stuck with him at the end of his life  
(2 Timothy 4 v.11). 
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The Hurst Soup Lunches We recently topped £33,000 after 

a successful run of 27 years of charity Soup Lunches at The 
Hurst, Kingsley.  The now famous 'Souperstars' continue to  
provide a nutritious range of soups and desserts for a modest 
price, yielding an average of £115 every month - for charity  
after charity. 
Why not come and sample their delicious fare?  
It's on the second Monday of each month at The 
Hurst Methodist Church.  Forthcoming lunches will 
support CATH (Chester Aid to the Homeless) and 
the National Association of Blood Bikes. 

Tarvin Soup Lunches 
Thursdays 12.30pm  
14th & 28th March 
11th & 25th April 
9th & 23rd May 

Soup. Crusty bread, cheese & pate 
All welcome. Proceeds are in aid of the Hospice of the  

Good Shepherd, Tarporley Hospital & Compassion 

Garden Lane Uniting Church are supporting the 

Community Soup and Pudding Lunch  (£3 for two courses!) 
at  St Thomas’ Church Hall (off Parkgate Road Chester) 

12.30 pm – 1.45 pm  4th Wednesday of the month 
   

It is proposed that donations will be made from these lunches,  
corresponding to the charities Garden Lane will be supporting at their 

coffee mornings in 2019.  The lunches are extremely good value.  
Everything is home-made including the bread rolls. 
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Tiny Tunes 
Rhyme time for babies & little ones 
Mondays & Fridays 11-11.30am in 

term time 
 

Little Story Time at Wesley 
 

Every Tuesday at 11.45am in Term Time  
(at the end of Wesley Toddler sessions)      

 

See Wesley’s website for more details of their activities 

www.wesleychester.co.uk 

Kelsall MC Community Lunches 
3rd Thursday at 12 noon and open to all. 

The two course lunch is £6 for adults  
(children are free).  

Choosing one dessert is the tricky bit!  
21st March, 18thApril, 16th May, 20th June  

For more details and to book,  
ring Ann Barnett 01829 752576 

Tuesday 5th March Noon – 1.30pm   
Hoole Methodist Church, Hamilton Street, Chester 

You are warmly invited to our “PANCAKE PARTY”  
Soup, Pancakes & Tea/Coffee (£5.00) 

Further details from John Evans 07939 645688 or  
angiejohnevans@uwclub.net 
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Another Story Must Begin 
A Lent course by Jonathan Meyer based on Les Misérables. 
 
Maybe you have been following the recent BBC adaptation of Victor 
Hugo’s novel Les Misérables, know the musical off by heart or have 
yet to experience the ways in which this 
piece of fiction and film addresses some of 
the great themes that we encounter in  
our faith. This Lent at Wesley we are using 
the lens of Les Misérables to deepen our 
journey from Ash Wednesday to Holy 
Week, reflecting on grace, redemption, 
salvation, and the ways in which these are 
encountered in our life and in the world. 
The book is published by Darton, Longman 
and Todd is priced £5.99 and you are wel-
come to journey with us, either in person 
at Wesley (dates for group meetings be-
low) or via a Whatsapp group. If you 
would like to be added to the Whatsapp 
group text your name and mobile number to  
Christine Dutton (07840 285725). 
 
Shrove Tuesday  
Pancakes 5.30 – 7.00,  film of Les Miserables to be shown at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday Evenings Lent Groups 
12th, 19th, 26th March, 2nd, 9th April at 7.30 p.m. 

I’d love to follow up and hear the stories of those who knitted the  
angels so please get in touch and I look forward to hearing from you. 

Christine Dutton  (christine.dutton@methodist.org.uk) 
or 07840 285725 

mailto:christine.dutton@methodist.org.uk
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#ChesterChristmasAngels 
 

 At 6am on 22nd December eight of us gathered at Wesley to pray 
before taking out 365 knitted, crocheted and crafted angels and placing 
them around the city walls, each with an invitation to be taken away. 
 I walked the walls again on Christmas Eve praying for the homes 
into which the angels had found their way. These angels were  
beautifully created by members of churches from across the circuit 
(Helsby have already taken part in the Christmas Angels project for a 
number of years). After inviting people to take part in the September 
circuit meeting, we were also partnered by Hoole Baptist and Northgate 
Church in Chester. Community groups and the Hive at Wesley took part, 
friends and families joined in.  
 The project originated in the work of one of the VentureFX  
pioneers in Edinburgh and was picked up by the North Shields and 
Whitley Bay circuit. Last Spring I went up to interview David Wynd and 
Rob Wylie, the superintendent and circuit mission worker to hear how 
they had interpreted the gift of sharing the unexpected good news  
that the angels bring in the nativity stories with the contemporary  
phenomenon of yarnbombing. 
 Each individual angel has a tag attached with a message of hope, 
peace or joy and a hash tag for social media and a website link so that 
anyone who finds an angel can follow up the story and connect with 
others. Knitting the angels either individually or in groups allows a  
slowing down before and during the period of advent, 
a time to reflect on the nature of the angels’  
message. For those who receive the gift of the angel, 
there is the opportunity to receive the words of peace 
and hope the angels bring.  As we focus on way in 
which we live out our calling as the Methodist Church 
to respond to the love of God in Christ and to live out 
our discipleship in worship and mission, we can 
sometimes lack the confidence to find ways to  
articulate our faith to the world. Christmas Angels  
offer us the opportunity to pray for our communities 
as we prepare and then to engage in evangelism as we share the good 
news of the coming of Christ into a world in need of God’s love. 
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Out and About  in March, April & May 

Open Door Lunches 
at Norley Methodist Church 

 

Wednesday 13th March,  
10th April and 8th May 

 

Thursday 28th March, 25th 
April and 23rd May  

 

Meals at noon & suggested  
donation is £4.50. 

 

Everyone welcome  
but please speak to  
Joan (01606 301198) 

 

by the Sunday before, to book 
your place.  

Coffee and Chat  
at Christleton 

 

1st Thursday  
of the month  

10am - 12noon 
7th March, 4th April &  

2nd May 

Saughall  
Coffee Mornings 
Wednesdays  

10.30am - noon 
 

13th & 27th March  

10th & 24th April 
8th & 22nd May 

Uniting Church in  
Garden Lane 

 

Community Coffee Mornings  
10.30am - 12 noon  

Admission £2 includes  Fairtrade 
tea or coffee & a cake or scone 

 

 
Saturday 2nd March 

Hospice of the Good Shepherd 
 

Saturday 6th April 
Liverpool Heart & Chest Charity 

(Broad Green) 
 

Saturday 4th May 
Christian Aid 
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Frodsham Methodist Church Monthly Walks 
 You are invited to join us for one of our popular Saturday  
afternoon walks. We meet at church and do a comfortable 2 hour 
walk and return to church for cakes and drinks. We enjoy plenty of 
conversation and fellowship. 
 

March 16th to be led by Trish and Doug Percival leaving the 
car park at 1.30pm 
 

April 27th to be led by Sue and Kevin 
Fairbanks (This walk will be part of 
Frodsham festival of walks. Please  
contact Ros to check the start time.) 
 

May 18th to be led by Kathleen Povall 
leaving the car park at 1.30pm 

 
For more information contact Ros Caldwell  

r.m.caldwell@talk21.com 

Spring Plant Fair  
Saturday 11th May  

2 - 4pm  
 

Frodsham MC  
Kingsley Road WA6 6BA 

 

Proceeds to Chester Aid to 
the Homeless & FMC 

 

Tea, coffee & cakes! 
 

All Welcome 

Plant Sale at Tarvin  
 

Saturday 11th May  
10am - 12noon 

 

Woodland Trust Plant 
Sale  

 

plus TMC Cakes,  
Tea & Coffee  

& Bacon Butties! 
 

All Welcome 
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profession and frequently misunderstood, but social workers can 
change lives for the better and mum was a brilliant social worker. She 
worked with children and families in Kirby but after moving to Chester 
she worked in the service for adults with learning difficulties helping 
them to live more independent and fulfilling lives. 
 

She enjoyed a late surge in her working life. By the end of her  
career, 12 years ago, she was responsible for spending fifty million 
pounds a year of public money, managing a joint NHS and Social  
Services policy for adults with learning difficulties across Cheshire.” 
 

On top of her career she spent a lifetime volunteering, as a Cub Scout 
leader both in Northumberland and in Waverton and she worked in  
different ways for Christian Aid and Action for Children and recently 
became a trustee of Save the Family - a local charity tackling home-
lessness.  “Many people who knew mum will recognise the empathy 
and kindness that were fundamental to who she was, but these traits 
were all the more potent because of her intellect and deep wisdom. 
 

 “The Methodist Church benefitted from her expertise as Safeguarding 
Officer for the Chester and Stoke-on-Trent District and as an assessor 
for candidates for Methodist ministry. Most recently she was Church 
Secretary at Caldy Valley. Even a few short months ago she was still 
running safeguarding training courses for the churches in the Circuit.” 
 

“Mum’s Christian faith wasn’t showy or demonstrative, but it was 
firm and sure. Whether or not you have a faith as strong as hers, 
the simple kindness she showed to so many people stands as a 
shining example.” 
 

Ken and the family would like to thank so many individuals and 
churches from across the Circuit for their prayers during Pauline’s  
illness and for their expressions of sympathy following her death. It has 
helped a great deal to hear how much she meant to people and we are 
very grateful for all the friendship shown to her over the years.   
At the time of writing, the collection for Save the Family has reached 
£1,456.00. 
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Pauline Jackson 

 

Pauline died at the end of December 2018 after 
four years of illness. What follows is part of the 
tribute given by her son Stephen at her Service 
of Thanksgiving at Caldy Valley. Pauline would 
have been astonished at the crowd who packed 
the church for the service. 
 

Pauline “was born in Chislehurst, Kent a couple 
of weeks after VE Day. Her brothers describe a happy companionship 
as children growing up in Wimbledon. They were a relatively privi-
leged and adventurous family and enjoyed great holidays in the Lake 
District, Scotland, the Alps and Southern Europe.” 
 

“It was obvious early on that mum had real academic potential. She 
did well at Wimbledon High School and stayed on for an extra term 
after the 6th form to secure a place at St Anne’s College, Oxford.  
But before she started came a rather remarkable episode in her  
life, which indicates something of her adventurous spirit and  
compassion. She went to Algeria for six months, most of which she 
spent working at an orphanage run by the United Methodist Church 
of the USA in the city of Constantine. Only recently we discovered a 
map on which she’d coloured in her journeys, showing that she  
travelled around widely - not an easy thing for a young woman to do 
in Algeria less than a year after the end of the independence war.” 
 

“She arrived in Oxford in 1964 to study modern history. Her mother 
having been a lifelong Methodist, she joined the John Wesley Society 
and it was at Wesley Memorial Church that she met a handsome and 
jovial young man from Liverpool....my father, Ken. It will suffice to 
say that both their lives were changed. They married in 1969 and 
celebrated their 49th wedding anniversary last August.” 
 

“With a good degree from Oxford Mum could have pursued a career  
in any number of different fields. In some ways her parents might  
have preferred that, but instead she chose social work. There is  
nothing glamorous about a career in social work. It is often a difficult 
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Saltney Methodist Church Hall 

TODDLERS 9.30 am – 11.30 am 

Mondays during term time   
Toys       Books      Songs               

Bricks                Slide 
Jigsaws         Music          
Play-doh     Ride on toys   

 
 
 
 
Drink and snack for the toddlers. 

Coffee and chat for accompanying adults. 
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‘Together We Walk’ is a book of  

poems written by Rev’d David Copley. It 
contains poems written on three themes:  
‘Life’s Journey’, ‘On Common Ground’ (in 
which he writes about the relationship  
between different branches of the Christian 
church and between people of different 
faiths) and ‘Being Human’. The book is  
on sale from Rev’d David for £5 and all  
proceeds are going to Christian Aid. 

 
 

Lunches in Lent  
Please join us for soup and more…     

Mondays 12noon -1.30pm  
Donations to Christian Aid 

11th 18th 25th March, 1st April 
Quaker Meeting House Frodsham St  

8thApril St Marys Church Centre Handbridge 

(Parking available) 

Christian Aid 

Working to end poverty and injustice 
worldwide 
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Messy Church Dates 
Caldy Valley Mondays 4-6pm - 18th March 15th 
April  20th May 
Kelsall Mondays 4pm Usually 1st in the month 
please check first.  
Tarvin Wednesdays 5pm - 20th March, 17th April and 15th May. 


