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Many thanks to all who sent in items this time. 
If there is something happening in your church you would like to tell 
people about or if you would like to write for the next edition of the  
Circuit Newsletter then please get in touch. 750 words max 
 

by email to - peter.sandercock@btinternet.com 
or ordinary mail to - Peter Sandercock, ’Plas Hyfryd’ Gorsedd,  
Holywell, CH8 8QY   by Monday 28th January 2019 please! 

 

St John’s Festival Orchestra 
 

Sunday February 3rd 2019 7.30pm 
Wesley Church Centre 

St John Street, Chester CH1 1DA 
 

  Conductor : Adam Davies 
  Leader  : Edward Davies 
  Soprano  : Imogen Garner 
  Piano  : William Green 
 

  Programme 
Aria: Scherza infida (‘Ariodante’)    Handel 

Piano Concerto No. 1 in C major     Beethoven    
Aria:Una voce poco fa (‘Barber of Seville’)  Rossini 
Symphony No. 40 in G minor     Mozart 
 

Tickets at the door £12 (under 18s £6)  

  

 

Chester and  
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From the Superintendent Minister 
 

Dear friends, 

I’ve been trying to apply my mind to our Advent preparations for 
Christmas. Some familiar words keep singing their way across my 
mind: “… the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee 
tonight.” 

What do we hope for? And what do we fear? Sometimes we use 
these words to refer to relatively trivial things: “I’m hoping for a 
box of Lego for Christmas”; or “I’m afraid of spiders”. Yet if we 
give the matter serious thought, we are soon drawn towards 
deeper issues: joy, health and a sense of being valued; loneliness, 
illness and rejection.   

There is something about this phrase from the carol ‘O little town 
of Bethlehem’ that sets me thinking: “To what extent are our 
hopes and fears connected?” Is it the case that we fear that our 
hopes won’t be realised? Is it that we hope that our fears will not 
be realised? 

Sometimes our hopes are shared by many other people: our 
families, our communities, and people across the world, hope for 
the same things that we do. It’s more than thirty years ago now 
that I first held my eldest child in my arms. What an amazing 
moment that was! And bundled within it were both hopes and 
fears: my highest hopes were that he would know happiness and 
safety; and that he would feel loved, and grow up to take his 
place in a peaceful and just world. My fears were that those things 
would not happen; and even more, that my own words, actions 
and attitudes would stand in the way of those hopes being 
realised. Am I the only one who has had those hopes and fears 
for a child entrusted to our care? I guess not. 

Yet there are times when our hopes and our fears do not coincide. 
Without making any comment at all about  the views of one side 
or another, is it not the case that in the days of ‘Brexit’ many 
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MUSIC at WESLEY 
Tuesday Lunchtime Concerts  12.45 - 1.35pm 

 

 

Dec 4th   Brian Heald (Piano) 
Dec 11th   Chetham’s School Of Music Instrumentalists  
Dec 18th   Hefin Flute & Harp Duo  
   (Charlotte Thomas, Bethan Griffiths) 
Jan 8th   Elias Ackerley (Piano) 
Jan 15th   Chetham’s School Of Music Pianists 
Jan 22nd   John Bush (Trumpet), Brian Heald (Piano) 
Jan 29th   Adam Davies (Piano) 
Feb 5th   Heather Heighway (Soprano),  
  Joseph Buckmaster (Tenor), Tim Kennedy (Piano) 
Feb 12th   Ellis Thomas (Piano) 
Feb 19th   Duncan Anderson (Viola), Leanne Cody (Piano) 
Feb 26th   Urszula Krukowska-Byzdra (Cello),  
   Brian Heald (Piano) 
Mar 5th   Matthew Lau (Piano) 
 

Retiring Collection in aid of Wesley Church Centre 
Sat Dec 22nd   Music For Christmas: Claire Heald (Contralto),    
                With Brian Heald (Organ) 

 
 
 

 

Saturday Organ Recitals 12.45 - 1.35pm 
 

 

Feb 16th   John Hosking  (St Asaph Cathedral) 
Mar 16th    Brian Heald (Wesley, Chester) 

Music around the Circuit 
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Hamilton Street Choir Fellowship   
At Hoole Methodist Church - Fridays 7.30pm – 9pm 

All Welcome  
“Amazing Fellowship & Good Sing” is how those who keep  
coming back describe it. If you enjoy singing in a relaxed  
environment, you’ll love our Friday evenings.  

 

Further details from John Evans 07939-645688  
angiejohnevans@uwclub.net 

 

Friday December 14th  
7.30pm at the Wesley Church Centre 

Christmas Concert by the Chester St Cecilia Singers 
Tickets at the door £8 (under 18s £5) 

Concerts at Hoole Methodist Church 

Hamilton Street, Chester CH2 3JG 
 

Friday 21st December 7.30pm  

Candlelight Christmas Concert  
Hamilton Street Choir Fellowship invite you to join them for a  

traditional concert in a festive atmosphere created by  
candlelight and 25 beautifully decorated Christmas trees, with 

carols for audience and refreshments. 
Admission at the door is £5 (children free) 

 
Further details from John Evans  

07939-645688 or angiejohnevans@uwclub.net 
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people fear the very thing that many others hope for, and hope for 
what others fear? 

So what of the “hopes and fears of all the years”? In his carol 
Phillips Brooks does not suggest that in Christ God gives us 
everything we hope for, however petty or selfish. Rather, we are 
called to a better way of life: to know God and to live in peace 
with our neighbour, even in the face of our deepest hopes and 
fears. 

Christian faith dares to suggest that in the birth of Jesus there is 
light for a dark world, peace for all, and the offer of God’s 
presence with us. Yet these gifts do not come with a with a royal 
fanfare; and those who cling to human power are likely to have 
cause to fear, because the blessings of heaven are not privileges 
to be grasped. Instead, they are to be received with humble 
gratitude and wondering love. 

May the light of Christ shine in your heart this Christmas. May that 
light reveal to you the pathways of hopeful living, and cast the 
shadows of your fears behind you. 

Yours in Christ, 
 

Neil 
 

P.S. Perhaps at some time over the Christmas period, when people 
have sung ‘O little town of Bethlehem’ (or heard it sung in the 
background to their Christmas shopping!) you might want to ask 
them about their hopes and fears, and see where the conversation 
takes you! 

Saltney Sunday 2nd December  6.30pm     
Advent Carol Service 

Followed by tea and cakes 
All are Welcome 

mailto:angiejohnevans@uwclub.net
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Christmas Worship around the Circuit 
 

Saturday 15th December 
10am - 6pm ‘Too busy to stop?’ day at the Hurst, Kingsley 
All welcome to drop in for quiet reflection. 
 

Monday 17th December  
 

6.30pm Carols at Wesley 
 

Tuesday 18th December  
 

7pm Carols at Tiverton with Rev’d Andrew Emison 
 

Wednesday 19th December 6 - 8pm 
Singing around the Christmas tree at Norley 

Come and join us to sing carols and popular seasonal 
songs. All welcome. 
 

Monday 24th December - Christmas Eve 
 

4pm Caldy Valley Carols with Rev’d David Goodwin 
4pm Helsby Christingle with Rev David Bintliff 
4pm Kingsley Hurst Christingle with Janet Batey 
 

6.30pm Bretton with Rev’d George Evans 
6.30pm Saughall Family Carols with Rev’d David Speed 
 

9.15pm Hoole - United Communion at Hoole URC 
11pm Kelsall - United Communion at St Philips 
11.15pm Kingsley Hurst Communion  
  with Rev’d David Bintliff 
11.15pm Saltney Communion with Rev’d David Speed 
11.30pm Tarporley Watchnight Service 
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Concerts at Hoole 2019 
Building on the success of our Sunday afternoon Concert & 
Cake events, an exciting series of monthly Charity Concerts  
featuring professional musicians, choirs etc. is planned for the 
3rd Sunday of each month at 3pm, beginning on Sunday 
20th January, when Graham Eccles (accompanist for the  
Liverpool Phil. and formerly organist at Chester, St Asaph & 
Bangor Cathedrals) will be entertaining us with well-known 
pieces on the piano and organ.  The concert will last about 50 
minutes and will be followed by refreshments.  Our February 
concert will take place on Sunday 17th February.  Entry to the 
concerts will be by a suggested donation of £5 and will include 
refreshments. 

Caldy Valley 
Saturday 19 January, 2019, 7 30pm.  

Birkenhead Operatic Concert Party will entertain. 
Tickets will be available from  

Caldy Valley office 01244 318450. 
They cost £7.50 each which includes  

light refreshments. 
All welcome. 

Café Church Dates 
 

Kingsley Hurst Wednesday 8pm on 
16th January and 20th February  
 

Norley Wednesday 7.30pm on 
16th January and 20th February 



24 

 

 Diary Dates December 2018 to February 2019 
 

December 
Sat 1st Christmas Coffee Morning at Rowton 10am - 12 noon  
Sat 1st Hoole Christmas Fayre 11.00am – 1.00pm 
Sat 1st  Tarvin Christmas Festival and Market 5–9pm  
Sun 2nd  Saltney Sunday 2nd December  6.30pm     
  Advent Carol Service  All are Welcome 
Sun 2nd Advent 
Fri 7th - Sun 9th Frodsham Christmas Tree Festival (see p13) 
Sat 8th  Open House between 10am and 5pm (Rev’d Christine) 
  14 Strathallan Close, Heswall, CH60 6SU. (p7) 
Mon 10th Noon Hurst Soup lunch - Royal Star & Garter Homes 
Tue 11th  7pm Hurst Guild. Supper, readings and carols.  
  Pre-booking essential. 
Thu 13th Salvation Army at Tarvin 7.30pm (p11) 
Sat 15th Christmas Afternoon Tea at Saughall 
Sat 15th  10am - 6pm ‘Too busy to stop?’ day at the Hurst,  
  Kingsley. All welcome to drop in for quiet reflection. 
Fri 21st Schools out 
Fri 21st  Hoole 7.30pm Candlelight Christmas Concert (see p26) 
January  2019 
Mon 7th Schools back 
Tue 8th  7.30 Hurst Guild Metal detecting by Roy of 'Roy's Relics' 

Mon 14th  Noon Hurst Soup lunch in aid of 'Womankind' 
Sat 19th Caldy Valley 7 30pm Birkenhead Operatic Concert Party  
Fri 25th  TGI Friday Helsby 6.30pm (p6) 

February 
Sun 3rd  Wesley 7.30pm St John’s Festival Orchestra (see p28) 
Tue 5th 7.30pm Hurst Guild. Chinese evening with Chinese food 
Mon 11th  Noon Hurst Soup lunch Warrington & Halton Hospitals 
Fri 1st March TGI Friday Helsby 6.30pm (p6) 
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Tuesday 25th December - Christmas Day 
 

9.30am Norley with Rev’d Andrew Emison 
9.45am Caldy Valley with Rev’d David Goodwin 
 

10am Bunbury with Mike Ridley 
10am Kingsley Hurst with Rev’d David Bintliff 
10am Saltney with Rev’d David Speed 
10am Tarvin with Rev’d Lindsay Hassall 
10am Tarporley Christmas Family Service 
10am Wesley Christmas Morning Worship 
 

10.30am Kelsall with Rev’d Anne Gibson 
10.30am Frodsham Family Worship  
  with Rev’d Andrew Emison 
10.45am Hoole with Rev’d David Goodwin 
 

If your church isn’t holding a service on  
Christmas Eve or Christmas Day you will be  

most welcome at any of the above. 



6 

 

Midweek Worship  
December 2018 to February 2019 

The Plan has been revamped to comply with changes in  
data protection laws and also in preparation for September 
2019 when churches from the Runcorn circuit join us.  
 

Midweek worship around the circuit also appears on the 
Circuit website. You can find out where this is happening by 
looking on the circuit calendar or in the article about where to 
find weekday worship.  
 

Messy church happens at Caldy Valley, Kelsall, Tarvin  
and Kingsley Hurst once a month (see p14). Cafe Church 
happens at Norley and Kingsley Hurst once a month on a 
Wednesday (see p25).  
 

There is a Communion service at Saltney every Thursday 
at 9.30am. Also on a Thursday there is a service at Wesley  
at 12.30pm.  
 

Every first Wednesday of the month at 2pm there is an  
afternoon service at ‘The Windings’, Cable Drive, Helsby.  
Coffee is served at 1.30pm. 
 

TGiF (Thank God it’s Friday) our new Circuit  
Worship Service, is held at Helsby once a month. Evenings  
begin with a meal at 6.30pm. We move into the main  
worship space for a 7.30pm start. The music is  
contemporary, prayers extemporary and atmosphere more 
fluid than our more traditional worship times.  
Next dates are 25th January and 1st March. 
 

You will be most welcome at any of these services. Please 
check the calendar on the Chester and Delamere Forest Circuit 
website for more details.  
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 We were welcomed into Aunty Grace’s and Uncle Len’s; the mood 
was very sombre.  They sat around the kitchen table and waited.  The time 
went on and I couldn’t bear it any longer.  I was so close to my Dad so I 
went out into the front garden and walked across the dual carriageway.  I 
knew once Dad had read Mum’s note he would come up the road opposite.  
After ages I saw a figure and knew it was Dad.  I ran like a maniac across 
the dual carriageway, yes, it was him.  He seemed very strange, his face 
was grey and his hair and he was  covered in mud and dirt. Usually he 
would have picked me up and swung me round, but he just got hold of my 
hand and kept on walking.  I said “your trousers are all torn Dad”.  He said 
“yes, I know love”.  Nothing more.  It was so unlike him.   
 We walked in to Aunty Grace’s and everyone was out of their seats 
throwing their arms around each other and crying with relief.  I was  
forgotten in that moment.  We had a cup of tea, whisky in my Dad’s, then 
Aunty who was a nurse said “take Albert upstairs and run a hot bath for 
him and get a set of your clothes for him to wear”.  So off they went.  After 
a while they both came down and Dad started to tell us about the night.  
They had been called out to a train on fire.  When they got there and  
realised the seriousness of it, they tried between truck loads going up, to 
uncouple the trucks but the heat was so bad they were welded together so 
all they could do from 9pm till 9.30 the next morning was to try to put the 
fire out.  They were able to get a message to my Dad a short distance 
away on the pump where there was a supply of water, to take cover as 
each truck went up; and so it went on.  By the time they were relieved  
by the day watch at 9.30am, the fire had burnt itself out, so they stayed  
to dampen down.  The awful thing was some time later, the watch that  
relieved them the next morning all got medals for bravery and my Dad’s 
watch didn’t even get a mention.   
 By afternoon the Council’s surveyor said we could go into the back of 
the house which wasn’t damaged and the next day the fronts of our houses 
were boarded up and we were allowed to go into the front rooms as well; 
in no time the brickies came and built new walls for us and the plasterers 
finished the job off.  As for school, it had been badly damaged – as were 
the houses around school – by land mines, one still hanging in a tree by its 
parachute.  It was about a year and a half before we could go back to 
school, but we were just thankful to be alive”. 
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WW2 Testimony by Maureen Standring 
 

 “When war broke out our whole school in Liverpool was  
evacuated. Unfortunately, it did not work out when about 100 children 
arrived at what was then a small village called Mold. There was only one 
village school and hardly anyone spoke English. It was not very well 
thought out! By Christmas we were all back home and school opened 
again. It was the lull before the storm as in May the Blitz started.  My 
father was an Engineer running a factory which had been taken over for 
war work and when not at work, he was in the Fire  
Service.   
 We had an Anderson shelter in the garden half buried with grass on 
the top so it looked like the garden from the air.  Everyone had their own 
shelter.  Once the Blitz started, we spent most nights down the shelter.  I 
was just 8 years old and after weeks of broken sleep I felt I would die.  My 
father was always on duty at night and at weekends so Mum was left to 
herd us down the shelter.  The siren went as usual so down we went. It 
was dreadful, explosion after explosion, continuous sound of aeroplanes 
overhead and gun fire etc; it continued on until the next morning.   
Eventually the all clear siren sounded but the wardens came and told us to 
stay in the shelter as an ammunition train had been set on fire in a siding 
about 2.5 miles away and was still exploding; there would be another siren 
when it was safe. 
 When we came out of the shelter, we saw there were no fronts on 
the houses on our side of the road and we were not allowed to go in them.  
Mum, my sister and I went to our great friends a few streets away and they 
took us in.  Mum left a note on the door to tell Dad where we were and as 
we were leaving the warden said “You will be very lucky to see your  
husband ever again, he has been on the burning ammunition train all night 
trying to put the fire out”.   
 It was so weird walking to Aunty Grace’s, all the trees were  
covered in the white wadding that the bombs had been wrapped in; there 
was an eerie silence everywhere, no-one about.  There were the sides of 
railway trucks in the roofs of houses and twisted railway lines.  I said to my 
Mum “look at the trees, they are like when they are covered in snow”.  
Mum said “look at the birds taking the wadding away to line their nests.  
Remember this, Maureen, whatever happens to us life will go on”.  I’ve 
never forgotten that. 
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Saturday 8th December between 10am and 5pm 

Open House  
at 14 Strathallan Close, Heswall,  

CH60 6SU.  
 
Refreshments will be available during the day 
and there will be a display of nativity sets. John and Sophie are 
taking part in the 2019 Youth Mission to the Rock of Joy 
Schools in Uganda and donations will be gratefully received on 
the day to help them with their fundraising. 

If you are not able to join us but would like to give a  
donation then please get in touch. 

Rev’d Christine Dutton  

‘Together We Walk’ is a book of  

poems written by Rev’d David Copley. It 
contains poems written on three themes. 
Those in the first section are about life’s 
journey. In the second; ‘On Common 
Ground’ he writes about the relationship  
between different branches of the Christian 
church and between people of different 
faiths. In the third section he writes about 
being human. The book is on sale for £5 
and all proceeds are going to Christian Aid. 

Saltney Tuesday 4th December at 7.30pm 

You are warmly invited to  

A Poetry Evening 
with local Anglo-Welsh poet Aled Evans 

followed by refreshments 
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Open Door Lunches at  
Norley Methodist Church 

 

Christmas Lunch is Thursday  
December 13th 

then  
Wednesday February 13th 
Thursday February 28th 

 

Meals at noon & suggested  
donation is £4.50.  

 

Everyone welcome but  
please speak to  

Joan (01606 301198) 
or Alison Twinn 

 by the Sunday before, to book 
your place.  

The HURST SOUPER-STARS 
invite YOU to the Hurst Kingsley 
Soup Lunch. It's on the second 

Monday of every month from 
12Noon to 1pm. 
Delicious home made soups, 
French bread and delectable  
desserts for a modest price.  
All proceeds are for the Souper-
stars' chosen charity of the month.           

All this - and “Thought for the 
Day” from Rev’d 
David Bintliff. 
 

Come early or it's 
standing room only 

 

‘Flicks in the Sticks’ at Kelsall 
7.30pm Admission: £4.00 on the door.  

Enquiries: 01829 752548  
7th December (Film to be confirmed) 

Look out for dates in January & February 
Doors open at 7.00pm. Refreshments available. 

Garden Lane Uniting Church are supporting the 
Community Soup and Pudding Lunch  (£3 for two courses!) 

at  St Thomas’ Church Hall (off Parkgate Road Chester) 
12.30 pm – 1.45 pm  Wednesday 12th December 

(Normally the 4th Wednesday of the month)   
It is proposed that donations will be made from these lunches,  

corresponding to the charities Garden Lane will be supporting at their 
coffee mornings in 2019.  The lunches are extremely good value.  

Everything is home-made including the bread rolls. 
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Christmas Afternoon Tea at Saughall 
Saturday 15th December 2 - 4pm 

Adults £5 Children free 

Carol Singing at Morrison's Supermarket Frodsham 
 

If you are shopping in Frodsham on Saturday  
15th December please join with us for a short time  
to sing a few carols. Frodsham Churches Together  
will be there from 10am to 4pm with members of the 
Salvation Army to sing carols to the shoppers and 
staff. The local store has 
kindly allowed us to collect for 
victims of modern slavery for 
a number of years and  
often shoppers can be found 
singing carols in the aisles! 

Christmas Tree Festival at Hoole 

Saturday 1st December 10.30am – 4.00pm  

Sunday 2nd December 12.30pm – 3.30pm 

& Sunday 16th December 12.30pm – 3.30pm. 

The trees will remain in place throughout the 

Christmas period to be enjoyed by those who  

attend our Candlelight Christmas Concert and 

Services. Further details from John Evans (p26) 

WI Carol Service at Saughall will be held on  
Wednesday 12th December at 7pm 
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Around the Table Bible Study at Saughall 
 

Wednesday 23rd January at 2pm 
led by Rev’d David Speed 

 

All Welcome 

Carol Singing at the ‘Ring O’Bells’ in 
Christleton Saturday 22nd at 5pm. 

Santa at Saltney 
Saturday 15th December 4pm 

The Christmas Story with carols and dvds 
plus a visit from Santa. A gift for every child. 

Refreshments - Admission free 

 The Knitted Bible exhibition at Helsby Methodist has been  
very successful. This display of 34 scenes beautifully knitted by 
members of a church in Hartlepool has been on loan to us for 10 
days and has surprised many of our visitors. The detail in each 
scene is fantastic. Even the knitted fish, worms and snails in 
Noah’s Ark had super detail. We have had over two hundred  
visitors from around our circuit, Little Sutton, Elton, Heswall, & 
Runcorn. It has been a worthwhile project to get members of our 
church together and bring people from the local community 
through our doors. Many people who came sat and chatted with 
each other over tea and biscuits. 
Thank you everyone.  On Thursday 
15th November it continued its  
journey around the country as it 
was collected to go to Grimsby. 
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Hoole Methodist Church, Hamilton Street 
Saturdays 10am – 11.30am  

“Tea, Coffee & Toasted Teacakes” 
All are Welcome 

More details from John Evans 07939 645688 
or angiejohnevans@uwclub.net 

Frodsham Methodist Church  
Lunch Club  

   A lunch club is held on the first Wednesday of   
   the month.  The ‘soup and pudd’ lunch is   
   served at 12.30pm prompt, with doors open   

to welcome you from 12 noon.  Whilst tea and coffee is  
served, we have an informal 'fun quiz'.  The suggested  
donation towards lunch costs is £3.  
 If you would like to come along and join us, you will be 
made very welcome, so please give it a try!  To find out a  
little more, or to reserve a place, please ring the co-ordinator, 
Marg Jacks on 01928 732067  
or email: margjacks35@gmail.com   

Tarvin Soup Lunches 
Thursdays 12.30pm  

13th December 
10th & 24th January 
14th & 28th February 

Soup. Crusty bread, cheese & pate 
All welcome. Proceeds are in aid of the Hospice of the  

Good Shepherd, Tarporley Hospital & Compassion 
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Tiny Tunes 
Rhyme time for babies & little ones 
Mondays & Fridays 11-11.30am in 

term time 
 

Little Story Time at Wesley 
 

Every Tuesday at 11.45am in Term Time  
(at the end of Wesley Toddler sessions)      

 

See Wesley’s website for more details of their activities 

www.wesleychester.co.uk 

Kelsall MC Community Lunches 
3rd Thursday at 12 noon and open to all. 

The two course lunch is £6 for adults  
(children are free).  

Choosing one dessert is the tricky bit!  
20th December, 17th January & 21st February  

For more details and to book,  
ring Ann Barnett 01829 752576 

 
Coffee and Chat  

at Christleton 
3rd Thursday of the month  

10am - 12noon 
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35th Anniversary of  
Callin Court, October 7th and 8th 2018 

 
 We began on Sunday evening at 6 o'clock when the  
Rev’d Peter Barber,  Chair of the our District led an inspiring 
service to a packed congregation whose presence and excellent 
singing filled our lounge. Extra chairs and hymn books were 
brought in to supply our usual congregation augmented by  
relatives and friends from the circuit all of whom we were  
delighted to welcome. Peter Barber spoke of his pleasure in 
leading the service and commented that our congregation must 
be the largest in the district for a Sunday evening. Fellowship 
continued after the service over cups of tea and coffee making 
it a truly memorable occasion.  
 
 Celebrations carried over to Monday afternoon when  
there was a well laden table of sandwiches and cakes conjured 
up by our much talented cook who also made a wonderful iced 
birthday cake. After the refreshments a recital was given by 
Brian and Claire Heald songs and piano solos were greatly  
enjoyed.  
 
 In all a very good 35th  
anniversary was had by all. 
 
 Don Sweeting 
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was an important feature of his ministry, shown by his interest in 
them and their families and his prayerful concern for them in 
times of trouble. He often invited anyone who would value 
prayer, to meet him at the end of worship. 
 

 On retirement he and Audrey moved to Chester where both 
of them continued their ministries. Brian continued to value his 
contribution to the Chester Circuit as he led worship and presided 
at Holy Communion and led one of the Bible Study groups at 
Caldy Valley until he became more frail in the last few years.  
He also had an important and influential ministry as Local  
Preachers’ Tutor for a number of years, where his yellow pages  
of assignment corrections testified to his commitment to his  
students. Brian’s retirement ministry in Chester was a much  
valued one. 
 

 Brian will be remembered in the Boughton Heath area of 
Chester and at Sainsbury’s for his love of wearing shorts even in 
the very chilliest weather. There will be perhaps few members of 
his congregations who realised that he sometimes presided at 
Holy Communion wearing his shorts under his cassock. Two of his 
most treasured possessions were his kilt and his personal, official, 
coat of arms. 
 

 Most recently Brian found his spiritual home in Chester at  
St Paul’s Parish Church, Boughton until its recent closure when 
the congregation moved to St Luke’s in Huntington and Brian 
moved with them, valuing the evangelical emphasis of their  
worship. 
 

We give thanks for his great faith and for his  
long and faithful ministry. 
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Out and About  in December, January & February 

Christleton 
 
 

Prayer Lunch first 
Thursday of the 

month. 
 

12 noon to 1.30pm 
 

(surplus proceeds to Christian Aid) 
 
 

Prayer Requests Welcomed  
 

6th December,  
3rd January &  
7th February 

Saughall  
Coffee Mornings 
Wednesdays  

10.30am - noon 
 

12th December  

9th & 23rd January 
13th & 27th February 

Uniting Church in  
Garden Lane 

 

Community Coffee Mornings  
10.30am - 12 noon  

Admission £2 includes  Fairtrade 
tea or coffee & a cake or scone 

 

 
Saturday 8th December 

Save the Family 
 

Saturday 5th January 
Hospitality Coffee - Admission Free 

 

Saturday 2nd February 
Bridge Foyer 

 

Christmas Praise  
Evening at Tarvin  

 

with the Salvation 
Army 

 

Thursday  

13th December 
7.30pm 

All Welcome 



12 

 

Frodsham Methodist Church Monthly Walks 
 You are invited to join us for one of our popular Saturday  
afternoon walks. We meet at church and do a comfortable 2 hour 
walk and return to church for cakes and drinks. We enjoy plenty of 
conversation and fellowship. 
 

January 19th to be led by Sue and 
Kevin Fairbanks leaving the car park at 
1.30pm 
 

February 16th to be led by Trish and 
Doug Percival leaving the car park at 
1.30pm 

Note - no walk in December. 

 
For more information contact Ros Caldwell  
01928 735261    r.m.caldwell@talk21.com 

Watercolour 
Group  

at Wesley, Chester 
CH1 1DA 

Led by Ken and Jan - local artists 
Try for the first time or come and 

practise your skills 
 

All ages and abilities welcome. 
No booking required. 

Donation only (£3 suggested) 

Every Monday 1-3pm 
More information www.wesleychester.co.uk 

Call Wesley: 01244 323037 
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The Rev’d Dr Brian Westwood 
 

 The funeral of Rev’d Brian Westwood was held at St Luke’s 
Church, Huntington, Chester on 31st October 2018, following his 
death at the Countess of Chester Hospital on 13th October at the 
age of 89 and in the 63rd year of his ministry. His funeral service 
was conducted by Rev’d Chris Blunt, Vicar of St Luke’s and by 
Rev’d David Goodwin who led the prayers. 
 

 Brian was born and lived in the West Midlands, until  
entering university and training for lifelong Methodist ministry at 
Richmond College in London in 1954. He was a scholar whose 
doctoral thesis was a study of the theology of John Wesley. He 
continued his scholarly work throughout his life and was awarded 
two honorary Doctorates of Divinity. He was an expert on  
Primitive Methodism and was instrumental in helping at least one 
Local Preacher to gain on Open University Theology degree 
through his tutoring. 
 

 Brian was among those Methodist ministers whose marriage 
was delayed by Methodist rules which did not allow ministers  
to marry until they were ordained. However, the Methodist  
Conference removed the rule just in time for Brian and Audrey to 
be able to marry earlier than they had anticipated. Audrey,  
who was herself a Local Preacher, was a real and much valued 
partner in Brian’s ministry 
 

 Brian served in circuits including the Forest of Dean, (where 
he would cycle miles to fulfil his appointments – sometimes as 
many as four of them on a Sunday), Oldham (West), Manchester 
(Cheatham Hill), Biddulph, Leek and Rhyl. He was an evangelical 
with a passion for helping his people to understand and  
experience the power and work of the Holy Spirit. He also had a 
great interest in healing ministry and led healing services in his 
churches throughout his ministry. His pastoral care of his people 
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Supporting the Amos Trust Home Rebuild 2019 
 

Alongside water shortages, olive grove destruction,  
movement restrictions and the detention of children, house 
demolitions are an ever-present threat for Palestinians. Since 
1967, Israel has demolished more than 26,000 homes, some 
families having suffered this numerous times.  
 

Campaign organisations and private groups organise  
rebuilding parties as acts of solidarity and non-violent  
resistance. I have signed up to the Amos Trust 2019 house 
rebuild next April. The trip itself costs £1,200 and I have 

committed to raising at least a further £1,000 towards the  
rebuild itself. 
 

If you would like to support this action, you can do so by: 
helping with the cost of the trip itself – postal address  
below or by making a donation to the Amos Trust via my 
JustGiving page. Look out, too, in this newsletter for details 
of fundraising events I will be organising. 
 

Thanks for reading, 
 

Andrew Herbert, 
member at Wesley 
Methodist Church, 
Chester 
 

3, Newton Terrace,  
Newton Lane,  
Tattenhall,  
CHESTER,  
CH3 9NB 
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Christmas Coffee Morning at Rowton 
 

10.00 am - 12 noon 
Saturday 

1st December 2018 
 
Coffee, tea and mince pies 

available 
Various stalls,  

Proceeds to Church Funds. 
Everyone Very Welcome 

https://www.amostrust.org/amos-travel/amos-trust-home-rebuild-2019/
https://www.amostrust.org/amos-travel/amos-trust-home-rebuild-2019/
https://www.justgiving.com/Andrew-Herbert1967
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Messy Church Dates 
At Caldy Valley Mondays 4-6pm 
17th December, 21st January, 25th February & 18th March 
 

At Kelsall Mondays 4pm 
3rd December, 7th January, 4th February.  
 

At Kingsley Hurst Thursdays 4.30pm 
6th December, 10th January,  
7th February. 
 

At Tarvin Wednesdays 5pm 
19th December, 16th January,   
20th February. 

Oakmere Anniversary 2019 
Sunday 24th February 10.45am 

Mr Andrew Ellams 
 

Wednesday 27th February 2.30pm 
Rev’d Andrew Emison 

Followed by afternoon tea 
All Welcome 

Blakelees invite you to join them for their  

Christmas Songs of Praise  

on Sunday, 30th December at 6.30pm.  
The service will be led by John and Joan Bell of Norley. Come 

and get your festive fix,  
with carols and readings.  

Please come and join us,  
and bring a friend.  

There will be plenty of time for 
a chat and refreshments at the 

close of the service. 
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