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Many thanks to all who sent in items this time. 
If there is something happening in your church you would like to tell 
people about or if you would like to write for the next edition of the  
Circuit Newsletter then please get in touch. 750 words max 
 

by email to - peter.sandercock@btinternet.com 
or ordinary mail to - Peter Sandercock, ’Plas Hyfryd’ Gorsedd,  
Holywell, CH8 8QY   by Monday 7th May 2018 please! 

Coach Trip to St George's Hall  
Sunday 3rd June  

Leaving Caldy Valley 6 15pm for  
Birkenhead Operatic Society's 60th celebration  
performance of My Fair Lady in the Concert Room - 
a spectacular venue! 

Contact Liz Johnson, 01244 335988  
for further information 

Norley Safari Supper is coming...  
 

Saturday 14th July 
 

Save the Date! 

Saltney Anniversary &  
Craft Exhibition 

 

Sunday 24th June  
 

Save the Date! 

  

 

Chester and  
Delamere Forest  
Circuit Newsletter  

 
Issue No 22 
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From the Superintendent Minister 
 

Dear friends, 

 The circuit has had much to think about in the last few 
weeks! While we were thinking about patterns of ministry in 
the circuit, we received the news that Rev Sue Levitt has been 
asked to move a year early—this Summer—to become the 
Superintendent of the Kidderminster and Stourport Circuit in 
the Wolverhampton and Shrewsbury District. We pray for Sue 
and Peter as they prepare themselves for that change. At the 
same time, we have a renewed focus to our thinking about our 
future; and I ask for your continued prayer for our process of 
discerning how we might best use all our resources to fulfil our 
calling to share God’s good news in Jesus. The Circuit 
Leadership Team have felt supported in prayer, and we are 
profoundly grateful for that. As ideas begin to take shape, we 
hope to share some positive ideas with our special Circuit 
Meeting on 28th February.  
 The more we look at the future shape of our mission and 
ministry, it becomes ever clearer that all of us have a part to 
play. Mission, ministry, worship and prayer are not just for 
ministers, preachers. This has always been the case in 
Methodist Church, but it is often tempting to think (and 
behave) as though we can leave others to take responsibility 
for them on our behalf. We can’t! 
 In my letter before Christmas, I wrote about exploring the 
nativity stories in the different gospels. The springboard for 
that thinking was a book by Marcus Borg and John Dominic 
Crossan, ‘The First Christmas’, in which they asked, “What does 
it mean for us now to take seriously what these stories meant 
for them then?”  More thinking about the opening of Mark’s 
gospel (which does not include a story about the birth of Jesus) 

27 

 

MUSIC at WESLEY 
Tuesday Lunchtime Concerts  12.45 - 1.35pm 

 

 

Retiring Collection in aid of Wesley Church Centre 
 

Mar 6th  Heather Heighway (Soprano), Tim Kennedy (Piano) 
 

Mar 13th  The Dalbrion Clarinet Trio (Clarinet, Cello, Piano) 
 

Mar 20th  Chetham’s School Of Music Brass Ensembles 
 

Mar 27th  Hayley Parkes (Piano) 
 

April 3rd  Ellis Thomas (Piano) 
 

April 10th  Wilmslow Symphony Orchestra Brass Quintet 
 

April 17th  Deborah Catterall (Soprano), Hugh Cherry (Lute) 
 

April 24th  Chetham’s School Of Music Pianists 
 

May 1st  Jeremy & Brian Heald (Piano Duet) 
 

May 8th  Roger Fisher (Piano) 

 
 
 

Saturday Organ Recitals 12.45 - 1.35pm 
 

March 24th  Andrew Wyatt  (Chester Cathedral) 
 

April 28th   Rachel Mahon  (Chester Cathedral) 
 

May 19th   Michael Reynolds  (St Mary’s, Handbridge) 
 

June 23rd   Brian Heald (Wesley) 
 

For Future Organ Recitals see organrecitals.com 

Music around the Circuit 



26 

 

Concerts at Hoole Methodist Church 

Hamilton Street, Chester CH2 3JG 
 

Saturday 10th March 1.30pm – 3.30pm  
Singing Workshop led by Enid Whittle 
Admission is Free (donations appreciated) 
 

A performance of Stainer’s CRUCIFIXION by the  
Waverton Singers will take place at St Peter’s  
Waverton on Palm Sunday 25th March 6.30pm. 
 

Sunday 1st April Jerusalem Joy - see page 5 
 

Further details on all of the above  
from John Evans on 07939 645688 
or angiejohnevans@uwclub.net 

Caldy Valley 
Saturday 17th March 7.30pm 
Vale Royal Singers in Concert 

Tickets are £7 50, including light refreshments. 
Tickets from Centre Office,  

or Liz Johnson, 01244 335988,  
or pay at the door. 

 

Sunday 15th April Café Jam will lead evening worship 
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has reminded me of the challenge of following the way of Jesus 
today. As we follow Jesus on the way to the cross and the 
empty tomb during Lent and Holy Week, and then on to 
Pentecost, this gives me plenty of food for thought. 
 After sharing some of these thoughts with the preachers 
meeting, Andrew Emison pointed me in the direction of one of 
the ‘Nooma’ videos presented by Rob Bell. As you may expect, 
Rob Bell had presented everything I had wanted to say in a 
much more creative and thought-provoking way! Towards the 
end of his piece he asks this question: 

“If people only had your life [as evidence] and they 
were asked the question, ‘Has Jesus risen from the 
dead?’ How would they answer?” 

Then he ends with the striking statement—“You are the 
gospel”. Ouch! That means me, and you! Yes, you, whoever 
you are, reading this newsletter. Before anyone gets to hear a 
sermon, or listen to a Bible reading or be led in prayer, in any 
of our churches, they will have experienced something of the 
evidence of our lives: our day-to-day words, actions and 
attitudes. Will they display good news? Will they display the 
good news of Jesus Christ? 
 May the Spirit of God cleanse us, and help us to lay down 
all that gets in the way of our lives being good news. And may 
that same Spirit strengthen each one of us to “be the gospel” 
every day. 

 
Yours in Christ, 

 

Neil 

mailto:angiejohnevans@uwclub.net
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Holy Week 2018 
 

Mon 26th, Tue 27th & Wed 28th March  
Prayers at Frodsham 7pm 

 

Around the table Bible Study at Saughall  
Tuesday 27th March at 7pm 

 

Wesley Lent Group Wednesdays 7.30pm,  
from 21st of February until 21st March 

 

Lenten Lunches in Helsby - United Service at 12pm 
on Wednesdays followed by simple meal & a drink. 

28th Feb - at St Pauls, 7th Mar - at Helsby MC,  
14th March - St Paul’s, 21st Mar - Helsby MC 

 

Maundy Thursday 
6.30pm Caldy Valley Supper with Communion  

led by Rev’d Graham Evans 
6.30pm Tarvin Simple meal & Holy Communion  

with Rev’d Sue Levitt 
6.30pm Wesley Community Meal & Worship All Ages 

7pm Frodsham  Meal & Communion  
with Rev’d Andrew Emison 

7.30pm Blakelees Service with Communion   
led by Rev’d David Bintliff 

7.30pm Hoole Rev’d David Goodwin 
7.30pm Kelsall Supper and Service 

7.30pm Rowton US with Communion 
7.30pm Saltney Service with Communion  

with Rev’d David Speed 
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Hamilton Street Choir Fellowship   
At Hoole Methodist Church 

Fridays 7pm – 9pm 
“Just what I was looking for” is how one person described the 
experience.  “Amazing Fellowship & Good Sing” is how those 
who keep coming back describe it. 
If you enjoy singing in a relaxed environment, you’ll love our Friday 
evenings. We are also looking for an accompanist, so if you prefer to 
play the piano, you will also be very welcome. 

Further details from John Evans 07939-645688  
angiejohnevans@uwclub.net 

Kelsall Folk Festival 26th - 28th May 
All Welcome to this popular event. 

Events happening in and around Kelsall plus full  
programme at Kelsall Methodist Church  

10.30am - 7.30pm. United Service  
at St Phillip’s Sunday 27th at 10.30am. 

Online Property Schedule 
Well done to the seven churches that have already completed 
this annual task. This year the Schedule relating to the year 
2016-17 needs to be completed by the 31st May. Please note 
that this is three months earlier than last year. 
As in the past, if any church would like assistance in completing 
this task, please get in touch.   Peter (Circuit Admin) 

Performance  by Movers Shakers Choir on Friday, 
13th April at 1.00 pm followed by  launch of the Blue Squirrel 
Studio Art Exhibition at 2.00 pm courtesy of Stuart Collins at 
Wesley Church Centre, St. John Street, Chester CH1 1DA 
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Diary Dates March to May 2018 
 

March 
Thu 1st  St David's Day    
Fri 2nd  Women’s World Day of Prayer (See p7) 
Tue 6th  19.30: Hurst Guild.  Guilders' Night.  Bring along the one 
   (small) thing you would never part with 
Sun 11th  Mothering Sunday 
Mon 12th 12:00 to 13:00 Hurst Soup Lunch in aid of Marie Curie 

Thu 15th Poetry Evening at Saltney 7.30pm 
Sat 24th Easter Coffee Morning at Rowton 10am (p11) 
Sun 25th  Palm Sunday 
       Clocks  go forward 
Thu 29th Maundy Thursday 
Fri 30th Good Friday 
 
April 
Sun 1st Easter Day 
  2.30pm Anniversary Service at Tiverton (p15) 
  3.00pm Jerusalem Joy at Hoole (p5) 
Mon 9th  12:00 to 13:00 Hurst Soup Lunch in aid of the Brick  
  Childrens' School. Nepal 
Sat 21st  10am - Brunch at Saltney 
Sun 22nd Circuit Easter Offering Service at Christleton 6.30pm 
Mon 23th  St George's Day 
 
May 
Mon 7th  Bank Holiday 
Thu 10th  Ascension 
Sat 12th Concert at Oakmere 2.30pm (see p14) 
Mon 14th 12:00 to 13:00 Hurst Soup Lunch in aid of Fighting  
  Modern Slavery 
Sun 20th  Pentecost 
28th May to 1st Jun - Schools half term holidays 
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Good Friday 
9.30am Service at St Phillips Kelsall  

10.30am Walk of Witness to Kelsall MC for coffee & 
Hot cross buns then Service at 11.30am. 

10.00am Caldy Valley Rev’d David Goodwin 
10.00am St Paul’s Helsby followed by Walk of Witness 

to Helsby MC for hot cross buns & a drink 
10am Wesley Reflective Service.  

Centre open between 10am and 3pm  
and also between 6 and 8pm 
10.30am US at Hoole URC 

10.45am Main Street Frodsham for  
Frodsham Churches Walk of Witness 
11.00am Norley Rev’d Anne Gibson 

Waverton Village Crossroads 
Walk of Witness 12noon 

2pm Saughall Rev’d David Speed 
 

Hamilton Street’s Choir Fellowship  
will be performing Roger Jones’ Easter 

Musical “JERUSALEM JOY”  
on Easter Sunday 1st April  

at 3pm at Hoole Methodist Church.   
 

Rehearsals will be on Friday evenings, 9th, 16th, 
23rd and possibly 30th March, 7.30pm – 9.00pm.   

Contact John Evans 07939 645688  
or angiejohnevans@uwclub.net  
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 At midnight in a garden 
 a man knelt down to pray. 
 The darkness gathered round him, 
 the silence on him lay, 
 and joy had turned to sorrow 
 and doubt must have its way; 
 when in a midnight garden 
 the Lord knelt down to pray. 
 

   At midnight in a garden, 
   some friends were waiting near 
   to keep watch and to guard him, 
   be with him facing fear. 
   But promises are shallow 
   and tiredness turned to sleep, 
   when in a midnight garden 
   the Lord was heard to weep. 
 

     At night time in a garden 
     a man stared at his fate; 
     a coming day of horror, 
     a coming day of hate. 
     The day of crucifixion 
     when crowds will mock and jeer, 
     the cup of suff’ring ‘s drunk from; 
     the day of Love is here. 
 

   At night time to a garden 
   the guards and elders came 
   to shackle and arrest him 
   for all his god-like claims. 
   And frightened men forsook him 
   and friendship was deceit; 
   at night time in a garden 
   a kiss was bitter sweet. 
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Safeguarding 
This is a gentle reminder that people who completed their initial  
Foundation Training (Creating Safer Space) in 2013 will need to  
complete a Refresher Module this year (2017–18). 
 

Also, there may be people who have been appointed by their Church 
Council to an office or a relevant role* for the first time. They will 
need to attend an initial Foundation Training Module. 
 

Refresher Training is happening at: 
Wesley on Saturday 3rd March at 9.15am (20 max) 

Frodsham on Saturday 10th March at 9.15am 
 

Foundation Training is happening at: 
Helsby on Saturday 17th March at 9.15am 

Caldy Valley on Saturday 21st April at 9.15am (15 max) 
 

People need to book in  
by contacting Peter Sandercock (Circuit Admin) via  

peter.sandercock@btinternet.com  
or by phone 01352 711761 
 

Please encourage the people who still need to complete the 
'Refresher' or who are new to office in your church to  
attend the appropriate course. 
 

* Relevant roles reminder: 
Lay employees & Volunteer Workers with pastoral responsibility,  
Pastoral Visitors, Anyone working with 0–18 year olds  
in the name of the church, Anyone working in activities targeted at 
adults who are vulnerable (e.g. luncheon club for the housebound) 
Church stewards, Circuit stewards, Local preachers, Worship leaders,  
Those training for local preaching or worship leading 
Church and circuit safeguarding representatives 
Choir/music group/drama leaders – where there are 0-18 year olds or 
vulnerable adults in the group. 
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become so neutralised in our thinking that only thinking in Holocaust 
terms makes us sit up and take notice. The massacre amounted to  
the entire Jewish population of York at that time, and encouraged  
similar blood letting in other places. It should be noted that this pretty 
universal hatred of Jews in England at that time was not a matter of faith 
but money. England at that time was a catholic country in which money 
lending and the charging of interest was forbidden by the Pope. The  
Jews would lend money at interest (usury) and in the climate of the  
day murderous actions against Jews not only wiped them out but their 
records as well which certain people found advantageous. Eventually  
King Edward 1 decided to drive out all Jews from his realm so that by all 
Saints Day 1290 no Jews remained. They were not allowed to take their 
property with them so that, needless to say, went to the King.  
                My last memory of this subject comes from Russia. In the 
early 90’s I was able to attend a conference in Siberia, to be precise at  
Academgorodok (Academic City) not far from Novosibirsk on the Ob 
River, which flows through the Ob Sea into the Arctic Ocean. The  
scientists were glad to work in that remote place because of its distance 
from Moscow (their wives were not so sure, they felt like the three sisters 
in the Chekov play). Those were the days of Glasnost (Openness) and 
Perestroika (Reconstruction) and the conference, in that spirit, was like 
no other. We learnt many things and not just about science.                    
          One evening I was invited to an English club where a mixed group 
of about 20 people met to converse in English, talk English politics  and 
read English literature. At home Margaret Thatcher was Prime Minister 
which provided an immediate topic for conversation. Towards the end of 
the evening the subject of religion gradually emerged. One lady de-
scribed how she had been in the cathedral in Odessa and noticed people 
ill-treating a Jewish lady. They probably felt that she had no business be-
ing there and wanted her out. Anti-Semitism has been a common attitude 
in Russia for many years. “Couldn’t the priest have done something about 
it?” someone said, “Well, what could he have done? said someone else. I 
chipped in “He could have pointed out that Jesus Christ was a Jew”. A 
shocked silence followed.  

Phil Duke, Helsby Methodist  Church 
12 February 2018 
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   This night time to a garden 
   our thoughts and feelings go. 
   We watch, so deeply grateful, 
   The Lord we’ve come to know. 
   His love is undiminished, 
   his peace is ours today, 
   for in a midnight garden 
   our Lord kneels down to pray. 
 

Tune: Down by the Sally Gardens 
 

Avis Palmer 

Women’s World Day of Prayer  
Friday 2nd March  

 

The service this year has been arranged by the women of 
Suriname in South America under the theme of ‘All God’s 
Creation is Very Good’. 
 

Services in our Circuit 
 

10.30am Wesley MC with  
Rev Dr Christine Dutton 
 

11.30am St Boniface Bunbury with 
Rev’d Andrew Emison 
 

7.30pm at Kelsall MC led by  
Rev’d Sue Levitt 

 

All Welcome 
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Circuit Project: Cheshire Search and Rescue 
June 2016 - December 2017 

 

 When the circuit project began the target of £10,000 
seemed a very long way away. As the money began to come in, 
the level of optimism began to rise. There may have been a few 
doubts along the way but the balance when this newsletter was 
being put together stood at a magnificent £10,589. There may 
even be more money to come in. We have reached our target! 
 Every church in the circuit has made a contribution big or 
small; some of the smaller churches having raised amounts 
much greater than their size would suggest.  
 The number of events used to raise money varied  
enormously. Collections were taken at circuit services and  
individual church events from Easter, through the summer via 
harvest to Christmas. 
 Events involving food, as you might expect in any  
Methodist Church were considerable. There were several soup 
lunches, a safari supper, special meals and a large number of   
coffee mornings with all sorts of biscuits and cakes on offer. 
 There were quizzes, bring and buy sales, a treasure  
hunt, music events: choirs and concerts and instrumental  
performances plus an auction of promises held at Hoole last 
September which beat all expectations!  
 A huge ‘well done’ must be extended to everybody who 
has had anything to do with the raising of money for ‘Cheshire 
Search and Rescue’. Whether a big or small 
amount was raised at your event, we  
extend our grateful thanks. It is all the more 
remarkable as most churches continue  
to raise money for many other charities as a 
matter of course throughout the year as well as 
for the Circuit Project.  

21 

 

Anti - Semitism  
 

 According to The Times, as reported on Thursday 1st Feb 2018,  
almost four anti-Semitic hate incidents  took place each day in Britain  
last year, the highest number since records began (whenever that was, 
the reporter did not say.) But they did go on to give a bit more detail, 
“The most common form of incident was ‘verbal abuse directed at  
random Jewish people in public’ but there was also a 34% increase in  
violent assaults to 145”. Reading this paragraph gave me a certain sense 
of shock that in this day and age of so-called enlightenment, incidents of 
anti-Semitism were on the increase. This assertion in what I regard as a 
reliable newspaper put some thoughts into my head which I would like to 
share with you. 
         My first thought went back to the years before the second world 
war when all the summers seemed, in my memory, to be warm and 
bright and my cousin Mavis and I were playing in the farmyard. We found 
a pile of old gramophone records and went into the sitting room of the 
farmhouse and played one of them entitled “Cohen on the telephone”. 
Poor Mr Cohen had lost the shutters on the windows of his rented house 
and he was anxious for his landlord to send him a handyman who would 
be able to mend his damaged shutters. He had considerable difficulty 
making himself understood. He spoke with a very thick accent and  
became more and more irritated before slamming down the receiver and 
deciding to do the job himself. Mavis and I found the record highly  
amusing and played it to each other several times until our mutual  
Aunt came along and said it wasn’t really funny to make jokes about a 
foreigner’s inability to speak English clearly. Sometime later, I don’t  
remember when, I realised that the man who had lost his shutters was  
in fact a Jew, his native language was Yiddish and his name could  
indicate that he was a Jewish priest. To my surprise part of this recording 
is still available, you can find it using Google, just search for the title.  
  My next thought takes me to York. Those of you who know the city 
will be well acquainted with Clifford’s Tower. At the foot of the tower 
there is a plaque which commemorates the massacre of no less than 152 
Jewish people on the 16th March 1190. Compared with the number of 
Jews murdered by the Nazis during the Second World War that doesn’t 
sound like very many. But if we think that way it shows how we have  



20 

 

Chester & Delamere Forest Methodist Circuit 
Connexional Funds Totals 2016 - 17 

 

Methodist Church Fund  £1,500  
Mission in Britain Fund   £1,809 
Property Fund    £1,401 
Training Fund    £150 
World Mission Fund   £6,504  (of which £2,457 was Easter  
         Offering 2017) 
Fund for the Support of Presbyters and Deacons £100  
plus £650 paid via District.       Total = £12,114  

farmers in developing countries. 
 

Fairtrade works directly with their Fairtrade  
partners in origin on specific issues, from Bolivian 
coffee farmers tackling the plant diseases linked to 
climate change, to cocoa-growing communities  
creating a women’s leadership school in Côte 
d’Ivoire.  
 

Public awareness is increased through Fairtrade Towns, Schools and 
Faith groups and through  campaigns including Fairtrade  
Fortnight.  
 

'For hundreds of years, we were taught to serve, to be workers. Now 
with Fairtrade, we are entrepreneurs'   Marcial Quintero, member of 
Coobana, a Fairtrade banana co-operative in Panama.  
 

This Fairtrade Fortnight, stand with farmers like Marcial to close the 
door on exploitation, and welcome more people into Fairtrade.  
 

'Before joining Fairtrade we didn't see any benefits, development or 
profit. The price we received per box wasn't enough to cover our 
costs - and for 17 years it didn't change. Since starting with Fairtrade, 
it's made a mega-revolution in our lives.'  
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Coffee and Chat  
at Christleton 

3rd Thursday of the month  
10am - 12noon 

‘Flicks in the Sticks’ at Kelsall 
Friday 9th March ‘Goodbye Christopher Robin’ 

Friday 6th April (to be confirmed)  
Friday 4th May (to be confirmed) 
7.30pm Admission: £4.00 on the door.  

Enquiries: 01829 752548  
 

Doors open at 7.00pm. Refreshments available. 

Soup and Pudding Lunch  
 

at Rowton Methodist Church 

Thursday 1st March 12 - 2pm 
Tickets £7.50 from either  

Joan (01244 332341)  
or Rachael (01244 335207) 

 
Proceeds to Claire House and Rowton MC 

Please note changes of email address! 
Rev’d David Speed - speeddavid06@gmail.com 

 

Helsby Admin - admin@helsbymethodist.org.uk 
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Uniting Church in Garden Lane 
Community Coffee Mornings  10.30am - 12 noon  

Admission £2 includes  Fairtrade tea or coffee & a cake or scone 
Saturday 3rd March 

Merseyside & Cheshire Motorcycle Volunteers "Blood Bikes" 
Saturday 7th April 

Dee House Residential Home 
Saturday 5th May 

Christian Aid 
Saturday 2 June   

Hospice of the Good shepherd 

Hoole Methodist Church, Hamilton Street 
Saturdays 10am – 11.30am  

“Tea, Coffee & Toasted Teacakes” 
All are Welcome 

More details from John Evans 07939 645688 
or angiejohnevans@uwclub.net 

Frodsham Methodist Church  
Lunch Club  

   A lunch club is held on the first Wednesday of   
the month.  The ‘soup and pudd’ lunch is   
served at 12.30pm prompt, with doors open   
to welcome you from 12 noon.  Whilst tea and coffee is  
served, we have an informal 'fun quiz'.  The suggested  
donation towards lunch costs is £3.  
 If you would like to come along and join us, you will be 
made very welcome, so why not give it a try?  To find out a  
little more, or to reserve a place, please ring the co-ordinator, 
Marg Jacks on 01928 732067  
or email: margjacks35@gmail.com   

19 

 

Fairtrade Fortnight 2018  
Monday 26th February - Sunday 11th March 

 

 Fairtrade is a simple way to make a  
difference to the lives of the people who grow 
the things people love. Fairtrade works with 
businesses, consumers and campaigners.  
Farmers and workers have an equal say in  
everything that is done. Empowerment is at the 
core of who they are. They have a vision: a 
world in which all producers can enjoy secure 
and sustainable livelihoods, fulfil their potential 
and decide on their future. Their mission is to 
connect disadvantaged producers and consum-
ers, promote fairer trading conditions and empower producers to 
combat poverty, strengthen their position and take more control over 
their lives. 

What Fairtrade does. 
Fairtrade sets standards for both companies and the farmers and 
workers who grow the food. For farmers and workers it includes  
protection of workers’ rights and the environment; for companies  
it includes the payment of the Fairtrade Minimum Price and an  
additional Fairtrade Premium to invest in business or community  
projects of the community’s choice. 
 

Fairtrade independently checks that standards have been met by the 
farmers, workers and companies that are part of products’ supply 
chains. In order to reassure consumers that this has happened, they 
license the use of the FAIRTRADE Mark on products and packaging to 
signal this. When all the ingredients that can be Fairtrade in a product 
are, the product carries this Mark. 
 

Fairtrade works with companies’ own schemes. Shopper demand has 
forced companies to start thinking about sustainability.  
 

Fairtrade lobbies government. They mobilise grassroots support from 
the British public to demand fairer treatment in trade deals towards 
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Tarporley Baptist and Methodist Church  

School Bible Club at  
Tarporley C of E Primary School 

 During the review of the school's Statutory Inspection  
of Anglican and Methodist Schools (SIAMS), we recognised there 
was an opportunity to enrich the school ethos by sharing the 
Christian message with the children through a different platform.  
 Bible Club has now been running for 18 months, it is run 
once a week at lunchtime as part of a range of clubs which the 
children are able to attend. We follow a similar format to our  
Sunday school sessions, starting with a song, then onto a story 
and related craft. Initially there were 4 children booked in (3 of 
whom we knew from church!) but the numbers soon grew as the 
word spread and we welcomed anyone who was interested in  
joining. During the first year we regularly had a group of 20+, but 
since September the numbers have grown to over 30 some weeks 
(usually when it is cold outside!) On one occasion, we had so 
many children we ran out of chairs! One of the keys for its success 
is having a flexible approach to the sessions. Unlike the inn-keeper 
in the Christmas story, we try to not turn anyone away, but since 
numbers grew too large to deliver the message effectively, we 
have split the groups to ensure everyone has the opportunity to 
attend at some point during the term. 
 For anyone with a primary school in their local area, we 
would definitely recommend you offering to run a bible club for 
the children at lunchtimes. The children love the club, the teachers 
appreciate having an activity to offer the children at lunchtime. It’s 
an easily transferable skill from Sunday school/junior church to a 
school based activity and we are blessed seeing the children’s joy 
and knowledge grow each week. 
 

Debbie Wood and Vicky Cawrey 
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Tiny Tunes 
Rhyme time for babies & little ones 
Mondays & Fridays 11-11.30am in 

term time 
 

Little Story Time at Wesley 
 

Every Tuesday at 11.45am in Term Time  
(at the end of Wesley Toddler sessions)      

 

See Wesley’s website for more details of their activities 

www.wesleychester.co.uk 

Kelsall MC Community Lunches 
3rd Thursday at 12 noon and open to all. 

The two course lunch is £6 for adults  
(children are free).  

Choosing one dessert is the tricky bit!  
15th March, 19th April, 17th May. 

For more details and to book,  
ring Ann Barnett 01829 752576 

Easter Coffee Morning at Rowton MC 
Saturday 24th March 10am - 12pm 
Various stalls,  
tea / coffee & hot cross buns 
£2 - proceeds to church funds 
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Out and About  in March, April & May 

Open Door Lunches at  
Norley Methodist Church 

 

Wednesdays Thursdays 
 14th Mar            22nd Mar  
11th Apr             26th Apr 
9th May             24th May 

 

Meals at noon & suggested  
donation is £4.50.  

Everyone welcome but  
please speak to  

Ruth (01928 788071) or  
Joan (01606 301198)  

by the Sunday before, to book 
your place. 

Christleton 
 

1st March Annual Lent 
Lunch - Fairtrade Stall  

Proceeds to Christian Aid 
 

Prayer Lunch first 
Thursday of the 

month. 
 

12 noon to 1.30pm 
(surplus proceeds to Christian Aid) 

 

Prayer Requests Welcomed  
 

5th April & 3rd May 

Saughall  
Coffee Mornings 
Wednesdays  

10.30am - noon 
 

14th & 28th March 

11th & 25th April 
9th & 23rd May 

Soup Lunch at Tarvin 
 

2nd and 4th Thursdays  
at 12.30pm 

 

8th & 22nd March 
12th & 26th April 
10th & 24th May 

 

All Welcome 
 

Proceeds split equally 
between ‘Compassion’,  
Tarporley Hospital & 
the Hospice of the 

Good Shepherd 
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Easter Offering Dedication Service 
 The Easter Offering 2018 dedication service, Seek Peace and 
Pursue It (Psalm 34:14) features stories from Mission Partners in 
Sri Lanka, Japan and Israel/Palestine supported by the World Mission 
Fund. Each one is working towards peace and reconciliation in their 
own situations. 
 This service provides an opportunity for churches to gather and 
celebrate God’s mission activity in the wider world. All of the money 
raised goes to the World Mission Fund of the Methodist Church in 
Britain and Ireland, supporting 65 Partner Churches overseas.  

Easter Offering Dedication Service  
6.30pm April 22nd at Christleton 

Circuit Service led by  
Rev’d Dr Christine Dutton 

All Welcome 

Churches Together 
Cheshire Churches Together is now a partner agency of the 
Cheshire Anti-Slavery Network. To find out more visit their  
website at  

http://cheshireantislaverynetwork.org.uk/ 
 

Frodsham Churches Together works with Cheshire Churches  
Together and is one of a number of church hubs within  
Cheshire concerned about modern slavery. A church hub seeks 
to support those in the frontline by raising awareness in the 
community. Recently a donation of £1,000  has been forwarded 
to The Salvation Army UK fund for victims of modern slavery. 
This included £150 from the service for Christian unity at the 
Cathedral and £850 raised by Frodsham Churches during the 
year. Frodsham Churches Together has received full support 
from members of Warrington Salvation Army.    

http://cheshireantislaverynetwork.org.uk/
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Plant Sale at Tarvin  
Saturday 12th May  

10am - 12noon 
Woodland Trust Plant Sale  

plus TMC Cakes,  
Tea & Coffee  

& JD’s Bacon Butties! 

Plant Sale at Saltney  
Saturday 26th May  
10am - 12noon 
Bacon and Egg Baps,  

Cake Stall & Book Stall 
Tea & Coffee 

All Welcome 
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Frodsham Methodist Church Monthly Walks 
You are invited to join us for one of our popular Saturday  
afternoon walks. We meet at church and do a comfortable 2 hour 
walk and return to church for cakes and drinks. We enjoy plenty of 
conversation and fellowship. 
 

March 17th led by Ros and Jim, leaving 
the car park at 1.30pm 
April 28th led by Sue and Kevin,  
leaving the car park at 1pm. This  
walk is part of the Frodsham Festival of 
Walks Programme. We are hoping that a 
number of extra people will join us and 
everyone will be invited to return to 
church for refreshments after the walk. 
May 19th led by Alan, leaving the car park at 1.30pm 

More information contact Ros Caldwell on  
01928 735261    r.m.caldwell@talk21.com 

Watercolour 
Group  

at Wesley, Chester 
CH1 1DA 

Led by Ken and Jan - local artists 
Try for the first time or come and 

practise your skills 
 

All ages and abilities welcome. 
No booking required. 

Donation only (£3 suggested) 

Every Monday 1-3pm 
More information www.wesleychester.co.uk 

Call Wesley: 01244 323037 
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Summer Concert at 
Oakmere Methodist 

Church 
 

Jackie Howard 
& Friends 

 

Saturday 12th May 
2.30pm 

 
Followed by refreshments 

 

All welcome 

Chester Christian Aid 
Working to end poverty and injustice worldwide 

Lent Lunches 
At the Quaker Meeting House 

Frodsham Street Chester  CH1 3LF   
Organised by City Centre Churches Together 

 

Mondays 12noon -1.30pm 
26th February and 5th 12th 19th March 2018 

Please join us for a simple meal 

Donations to Christian Aid 

Christian Aid Week 2018 is 

13th - 19th May 
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An Ecumenical Service  
at Chester Cathedral for Christian Unity. 

 

The preacher was the Most 
Revd and Rt Hon Dr John 
Sentamu, Archbishop of 
York. In his message he 
used an example of an  
ordinary glove. He said if 
he commanded a glove 
that was not on his hand to 
do something, it would not. 
If he half put it on his hand 
it would only half respond 
and be floppy. To fully use  
the glove he needed to 
place his hand totally into 
it. The question he asked 
every individual was - is 
their hand and their whole 
life totally committed to 
Christ? 
 

New Chair of Frodsham Churches Together, 
Mrs Patricia Barnard meets the Archbishop of York,  

The Most Revd and Rt Hon Dr John Sentamu.  

Anniversary Service at Tiverton 
Sunday 1st April 2.30pm  

with Rev’d Andrew Emison 
Soloist 

Followed by refreshments 
All Welcome 


