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Many thanks to all who sent in items this time. 
 

If there is something happening in your church you would like to tell 
people about or if you would like to write for the next edition of the  
Circuit Newsletter then please get in touch. 750 words max 
 

by email to - peter.sandercock@btinternet.com 
or ordinary mail to - Peter Sandercock, ’Plas Hyfryd’ Gorsedd,  
Holywell, CH8 8QY   by 4th February  2017  please! 

Salvation Army at Tarvin  CH3 8EE 

Thursday 8th December at 7.30pm 
Come and join us for a very special evening of  

Carols for Christmas 
in the company of Chester Salvation Army Band.  

 

All are Welcome 

Christmas Concert at Wesley 
Wednesday December 7th at 7.30pm  

Christmas Concert  
by the Chester St Cecilia Singers 

Admission at the door £8, under 18s £5 

Advent @ Wesley  
During Advent there will be art projects to take part 

in around the centre.  We are recommending Malcolm Guite’s 
“Waiting on the Word: a poem a day for Advent, Christmas and 
Epiphany” (£10.99) for those who would like to engage in daily 

reflection.   
There will be an opportunity to meet and talk about the 

poetry 1 – 1.45pm on Fridays  
(2nd, 9th, 16th & 23rd December) 

 during Advent with Rev’d Christine Dutton.  
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Delamere Forest  
Circuit Newsletter  
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Introducing Rev’d Andrew Emison - Minister of 
Frodsham, Oakmere and Bunbury with Tiverton. 

 

 “Are you going to follow in your father’s footsteps?”  
I must have been asked that dozens of times whilst I was  
growing up in Poynton, East Cheshire. Dad’s a “collared-lifer”; 
he candidated at age 21. My reply was normally dismissive;  
I was determined to get “a proper job”. (Apologies to  
colleagues!) My younger brother was more amenable. He said 
that yes, he would like to be a minister, but when he grew up, 
he would be a fireman! I studied Electrical and Electronic  
Engineering at UMIST in Manchester followed by a Masters in 
Computer Science. I moved to Reading in Berkshire where I 
worked for thirteen years as a software development engineer, 
managing international teams in the defence, digital television 
and mobile telecoms industries.  
 Naomi (another child of the manse) and I met over a  
glass of communion wine at our local church. We married and 
Matthew and Sophie were born some years later. I had served 
on our local circuit leadership team for a number of years when 
I was asked if I would consider becoming a circuit steward. 
Knowing the amount of work involved, I declined and finally  
responded to a sense of God’s call on me to be a preacher.  
It wasn’t long before I started to receive nudges that I should 
explore whether the call that I was testing was actually a call to 
full-time ministry. Training took us to Durham and two years 
later in 2012 we were stationed to the Isle of Man and I was 
ordained in 2014. 
 If you sense some reluctance in my response to my call, 
you’d be right! Like Jonah, I wasn’t sure that I wanted to  
respond. Having grown up in the manse, I knew something of 
the highs and lows of ministry. I knew what it was like to be 
itinerant, moving between very different contexts. Life becomes 
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Hamilton Street Choir Fellowship  Fridays 7pm – 9pm 
 

We’re still growing in fellowship and numbers: 
“Just what I was looking for” is how one person recently  
described the experience.  “Amazing Fellowship & Good Sing” is 
how those who keep coming back describe it. 
If you enjoy singing in a relaxed environment, you’ll love our Friday 
evenings. We are also looking for an accompanist, so if you prefer to 
play the piano, you will also be very welcome. 
 

Further details from John Evans 07939-645688  
angiejohnevans@uwclub.net 

Concerts at Hoole Methodist Church, 
Hamilton Street, Chester. 

 

Friday 9th December, 7.30pm  
Concert by Nigel Ogden (BBC Radio 2’s Organist Entertains) 

Tickets £8 (reserved in advance) or £10 at the door. 
 

Monday 19th December 7.30pm  
Choir, Carols & Candles (our Christmas Concert) 
Admission £6 at the door. 
 
Saturday 25th February, 7.30pm  
Concert by The City of Chester Male Voice Choir  
with guest soloist(s) 
Tickets £7 (reserved in advance) or £10 at the door. 
 

Further details on any of the above from  

John Evans 07939 645688 or  
angiejohnevans@uwclub.net 
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MUSIC at WESLEY 
ST JOHN STREET, CHESTER 

Lunchtime Concerts 
12.45 - 1.30pm 
 

Sat Dec 3rd at 12.45pm: Lunchtime Concert with Rebecca Ramsey 
(soprano).  'A celebration of church music with a seasonal flavour'.  
Retiring collection in aid of Wesley's Project Regenerate!"  
Tuesdays 
Dec 6th  Brian Heald (Piano) 
Dec13th  The Forum Piano Trio (Piano, Violin, Cello) 
Dec 20th  Claire Heald (Contralto), Brian Heald (Organ)  
Jan 3rd  William Bracken (Piano) 
Jan 10th  Jeremy & Brian Heald (Piano Duet) 
(Then at Welsh Presbyterian Church St John Street) 
Jan 17th Chetham’s School of Music Instrumentalists  
Jan 24th  Hayley Parkes (Piano) 
Jan 31st Heather Heighway (Soprano), Tim Kennedy (Piano) 
Feb 7th Chetham’s School of Music Pianists 
Feb 14th Alison Loram (Violin), Christopher Symons (Piano) 
Feb 21st Duncan Anderson (Viola) 
Feb 28th RachelL Johnson (Flute), Jemima Palfreyman (Piano)

Retiring Collection in aid of Wesley Church Centre 

Music around the Circuit 

Events at Saughall 
December 5th Mollington Singers Christmas Concert 
7.30pm Free admission but donations welcomed for 

Claire House 
December 13th WI Grosvenor Group Carol Service 7.30pm 

All Welcome 
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pilgrimage in a visible and public way. Of course, that is true for 
all of us as followers of Jesus whether we move geographically 
or not. Christian discipleship is about recognising that God  
always goes before us in order to draw us forward into a future 
that he is creating (Deuteronomy 31:8, Joshua 3:3-4, Isaiah 
45:2 and others). The story of Advent and Christmas is the 
story of God being our exemplar, bowing down into human  
history (Philippians 2) and pitching his tent amongst us (John 
1:14).  
 Each of us, as disciples and as fellowships, needs to ask 
ourselves whether we have become too comfortable. It’s my 
testimony that in saying “yes”, I have found that God has  
gone on ahead of me, waiting for me in every new chapter and 
have found joy in knowing that I am in the right place. Already, 
my family and I have glimpsed Jesus in many of you in your 
welcome and acceptance of us. I pray that as we journey  
forward we’ll encourage each other to take those next steps  
as we respond to that calling of God on our lives and on our  
fellowships. 
Grace and peace. 
Andrew 

. 
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From the Superintendent Minister 
 
Dear friends, 

 Last week I spotted some attractive home-made Christmas 
decorations on the internet. Thinking that they could have some use 
with different ages in the church, I tried to find some instructions; 
after all, I thought, they looked simple yet effective. A bit of 
searching led me to a number of templates and sets of instructions. I 
downloaded a template, cut out the two pieces of paper, and started 
to weave them together … Two days (in odd spare moments, you 
understand) and several attempts later, I was left with various 
crumpled bits ― and no decorations! I was left thinking, “What I 
really need, instead of the written notes, is someone to come and 
show me how to do it!” 
 At the same time a young family came to us needing help. The 
mother had just been transferred onto the new Universal Credit. As a 
standard part of that transfer, she was told that she was not entitled 
to any benefit for the first 7 days of a claim; ‘waiting days’, these are 
called. As a result, she had no money to pay a week’s worth of rent 
to her landlord. The landlord’s agent had contacted her to say that, 
unless she paid the week’s rent that day, her tenancy would not be 
renewed. The mother and her daughter would be homeless. 
Whatever the rights and wrongs of our welfare system and the 
changes to it, this family brought home to me that it is one thing to 
think what is right and fair in general; but quite another to live with a 
particular situation. What that family would want to say to others is, 
“Why don’t you come and live in our shoes, and see what the 
realities of our lives are?” 
 Both of these experiences point us towards the miracle of 
Christmas and our encounter with God. One thread of the Christian 
story is that God has revealed through the law and the prophets a 
way of living that leads to abundant life for all; but that people have 
persisted in choosing to live in ways that lead to a tangle of 
wrongdoing, injustice and death. For all those who find themselves 
caught up in that mess, God sent His Son into the world to show us 
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Saturday 10th & Sunday 11th Dec 
Hoole Methodist Church,  
Christmas Tree Festival 

Admission Free 
Further details or to decorate a 

tree - from John Evans  
07939645688 or  

angiejohnevans@uwclub.net 

  Christmas Tree Festival and  

Christmas Market at Kelsall 
Christmas Tree Festival Weekend 9th - 11th Dec.  

Light switch on at 6pm on Friday 9th, the  
Christmas market on the 10th with stalls and teas 
and singing by the Vale Royal Singersfrom 2-8pm, 

and a festival service at 10.30am on Sunday.   
The festival will close at 3pm on the Sunday.  

Saltney Santa 

Children’s Christmas Celebration 

at 

Saltney Methodist Church 

Saturday 3rd December, 2016 

4pm to 6pm 
 

Santa’s Grotto 

Our friend the donkey is here again this year 

Gresford Handbell ringers 

A gift for every child 

And more 
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Diary Dates December 2016  
to February 2017 

Sun 27th Nov  Advent Sunday and United Methodist Student Day 

December 
Thu 1st  World AIDS Day 
Sat 3rd  3pm at Frodsham MC “A Time to Remember”  
  Thanksgiving Service. 
Sun 4th   11am Hurst Cake sale in aid of Buzz Group project 
Mon 5th  7pm Hurst Guild. Mike Ridley's poems and a Supper,  
  pre-bookable with Jean 01928 787442. 
Fri 9th 12Noon Toddler Christmas Service at Wesley 
Fri 9th & Sat 10th Frodsham Methodist Church Christmas Tree Festival 
Sat 10th   9:30 to 12:30: “Ready Steady Christmas”  
  Hurst event for children 
Mon 12th  Noon to 13:00: Hurst Christmas Soup Lunch in aid of the  
  Circuit Project, 'Cheshire Search & Rescue' 
Sat 17th  10:00 to 18:00 at The Hurst : 'Too Busy to stop?'  In the  
  'busy-ness' of Christmas, an opportunity to stop and reflect. 
24th Dec to 8th Jan  School Christmas holiday 
 

January 2017 
Tue 10th   7.30 for 7.45: Hurst Guild. 'Guilders' Night'. 
Wed 18th  7.30pm Local Preachers’ Meeting at Frodsham 
18th-25th  Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
 

February 
Tue 14th   7.30 for 7.45: Hurst Guild. Revd David Goodwin tells of his  
  faith journey. 
Thu 23rd  7.30pm Circuit Meeting at Tarporley  
18th to 26th Feb Schools Spring Half Term 

Equinox Carol Service at Frodsham  
Thursday 22nd December 7.30pm 
Tickets from Valarie Ball 01928 735922  
or from Dandelion Gifts in Frodsham 
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the way of life. So the words of Scripture, and even the words of 
Jesus himself, do not remain as ‘written instructions’; we have the life 
of Jesus — his ways of speaking, thinking and acting — to illustrate 
how God would have us live. The story of Christmas reminds us that 
God chose to come not as a powerful king, housed in a royal palace 
and surrounded by symbols and systems of power. Instead we are 
called to recognise God born among us as a child, welcomed by 
ordinary folk who opened their homes to vulnerable strangers. And 
that child grew to become the friends of ‘sinners’ and outcasts, one 
who reached out to treat with grace those who turned to him for 
help. Surely this has consequences for the way that we live our lives. 
Is our witness to others limited to the words we use? Or do our 
actions and attitudes in daily life also reflect the grace of God in 
Christ? Beyond the principle, “What  Would Jesus Do?”, we are called 
to ask ourselves, “How would Jesus treat the person I am meeting in 
this moment?”  
 At the same time the message of Christmas is that in Jesus 
Christ God comes to live in our shoes: “The Word became flesh and 
made his dwelling among us” (John 1:14) So those facing agony or 
heartache can know that God knows what it is like to suffer. Our God 
is not some remote deity, indifferent and untouched by human pain. 
God in Christ lives with our pain. When I am praying for people who 
are suffering ― whether physically, emotionally or in their 
circumstances ― I have confidence that God knows better than I do 
what they are experiencing.  
 Yet that knowledge also brings a challenge with it: if God also 
shares in their struggle, God also asks me what I am doing to be part 
of the work of healing and peace. The  Christ child of Christmas 
shared in the pain of creation to the full extent of walking the way to 
death on the Cross and beyond. Am I prepared to walk with him, to 
discover his new life for myself and the world? 
 

Yours in Christ, 

Neil 
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Introducing Tarvin 
Methodist Church 

 

It is likely that Methodism in 
Tarvin began with a visit 
from one of John Wesley’s 
preachers journeying from 
Chester to Alpraham and 
Bunbury. The present Tarvin 
Methodist Church began 
when Zion and Trinity Methodist Churches came together in 1984 though 
both had been around for over a hundred years previously.  
 TMC in 2016 is a busy church with lots going on throughout the week, 
as well as Sundays. Our Sunday Worship is at 11am with mainly traditional 
services being led across the quarter by Local Preachers as well as our Min-
ister Rev’d Sue Levitt. Once a month, on the first Sunday, we have Sunday 
Xtra . This adventure helps us to explore our faith in a relaxed manner and 
is very suited to our young families and those who want a more interactive 
experience. It begins with the Breakfast Bar at 9am followed by an all age 
gathering at 9.30.  
 Every week a wide variety of people join us for our many activities. 
Monday lunchtime (bring your own lunch) every second and fourth week is 
‘Bible Explorers’ where for about a half hour we look at some of the aspects 
of our faith. We are exploring the Acts of the Apostles at present. All are 
welcome to attend - to join in the discussion or just to listen if you prefer. 

Art in the Afternoon happens on the first and 
third Tuesdays of the month between 1.30 
and 3.30pm. Everyone is encouraged to 
come along and develop the inner artist that 
is in everyone. Beginners are very welcome - 
just come along – and we can provide you 
with a starter kit.  
 Wednesday is our busiest day because 
we have ‘Splash’ in the morning during term 
time. This is an informal drop-in for babies, 
toddlers and their carers who come to enjoy 
a time of free play, some craft and a snack, 
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Christmas Week Services 2016 
(See Plan for Christmas Day) 

Saturday17th 
Kingsley Hurst  ‘Too busy to stop?’ Day 10am – 6pm 
Tarporley  7pm Christmas Concert featuring:  

   The Bunbury Singers, The Chapel Choir & the  
   Tarporley Flute Orchestra (to be held in the  
   refurbished chapel – please check for updates) 

Sunday 18th  
Christleton Bring and share tea followed at 6.30pm by 
   Candlelit Carol Service 

Kingsley Hurst 6.30pm Carols by Candlelight  
   with Mrs Elizabeth Holmes 
Wesley  6pm Carols by Candlelight 

Monday 19th  
Hoole  7.30pm Choir Christmas Concert 
Tuesday 20th 

Tiverton  7pm Carols with Rev’d Andrew Emison 
 
Christmas Eve 

Bretton  6.30pm Mrs Marjorie Wood - coffee & mince pies 

Caldy Valley 4pm Carols around the Tree Rev’d David Goodwin 

Helsby  4pm Christingle Rev’d Christine Jones 

Hoole  9.15pm US at Hoole URC Rev’d David Goodwin (S) 

Kelsall  6.00pm Rev’d Sue Levitt (S) 
Kingsley Hurst 4pm Christingle with Rev’d Anne Gibson 

Kingsley Hurst 11.15pm Christmas Eve Communion  
   with Rev’d Ian Rigby 
Saltney  11.15pm Rev’d David Speed (S) 

Saughall  6.30pm Family Carols with Rev’d David Speed 
Tarporley  11.30pm Communion Service Pastor Nic Willis 
 

 

If your church is not holding a service,  
you will be very welcome at any of the above. 
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At Helsby MC, we have a sense 

that God is guiding us to focus on prayer.   
Over the last eighteen months we have set up  
a number of new initiatives: a 15 minute  
pre-worship prayer meeting; a reflective stream in 
our multiplex service and Be still (a quarterly opportunity for the  
congregation to come into church to pray).  
 When two members of our prayer and worship group brought the 
same advert for the National Prayer Weekend (NPW) to the meeting, we 
trusted that this was God giving us a nudge to take the next step.  A quick 
look at the website showed us that NPW was an opportunity for local 
churches to show the people in their own local communities the love of  
God by offering to pray for them.  The website gave us lots of ideas of how 
we could do this.  We decided to ask the health centre, the library and the 
local tea shop if they would host a posting box where members of the com-
munity could post prayer requests.  They readily agreed.  The health centre 
went so far as to allow us put an advert on its rolling screen in the waiting 
room.  We sent letters to local schools, our MP and parish councillors asking 
them if there was anything they would like us to pray for and we set up a 
temporary email on our website so people could submit requests that way.  
 We had no idea what the response would be.  Would anyone dare 
make themselves vulnerable by walking over to the box and dropping a  
request in?  Does anyone beyond the church still believe in the power of 
prayer?  But when we opened the posting boxes we were delighted with  
the response. 
 On 23rd September, the church was open for prayer from 9am-9pm.  
The congregation had been asked to sign up to pray so there was  
continuous prayer throughout the day.  The prayer slips were placed in a 
basket then hung on a ‘washing line’ after they’d been prayed for.  When 
they’d all been prayed for they were put back in the basket to be prayed for 
again.  We served refreshments and had a range of booklets on prayer 
available for people to take away. 
 We were moved by many requests - people asking for prayer  
following recent diagnoses of cancer; people struggling to cope with  
bereavement, sickness, depression and addiction. We strongly believe that 
the NPW has begun a process of connection with our community and will 
open doors to allow us to show God’s love to our community.   
 Why not join us next year in praying for your community by signing 
your church up for the NPW (29th September – 1st October 2017)?  
 
 

For more information see www.national-prayer-weekend.com 
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followed by stories and songs with Beth and Barney the Bear. In the after-
noon, twice a month is Women’s Fellowship at 2.30pm. This is a devotional 
meeting with hymns and a Bible reading, sharing in God’s love together 
followed, of course, by tea and biscuits. A wide variety of speakers come to 
share in worship and fellowship, and all women are welcome to attend. 
 Messy Church takes place on the 3rd Wednesday of the month  
between 5 and 7pm.  It is a chance for us to experience the story of Jesus 
in a fun and creative way (children must bring a responsible adult with 
them). There is a range of messy crafts, activities and challenges then we 
share a hot meal together followed by a short time of thinking and sharing 
together; pudding then home. 
 Tarvin Soup Lunches happen on the second and fourth Thursdays at 
12.30pm, September to May. People are warmly encouraged to come along 
and enjoy delicious homemade soup, crusty bread, cheese and pate.  There 
is no charge but a donation to our nominated charities is much appreciated. 
On a Thursday afternoon we have Knit and Natter between 1.30 and 
3.30pm.  Come along if you would like to learn to (or already can) knit,  
crochet or cross stitch, or just enjoy a natter. It is informal, noisy and very 
enjoyable! 
 TMC Wheelies is our cycling group. We go out on 
the first Monday and third Saturday of the month March 
to October. People are encouraged to come along for all 
or part of the ride. Anyone can also just join us for coffee 
at our destination. We use cycle ways rather than main 
roads. All you need to join us is enthusiasm (a little), an 
interest in gentle exercise, the ability to laugh (a lot) and 
a bike!  The Open Door Coffee morning every Saturday between 10am and 
12 noon is a chance to meet and make friends over a cup of ‘heavenly  
coffee’ – plus don’t forget ‘Thought for the Day’ at about 11.15! 
 During the year we play host to many ‘one off’ events that have  
become firm favourites. Our folk are involved in Village events too such  
as the Fete in June plus the Tarvin Woodland Trust - we play host to their 
Plant Sale in May. We are also delighted to join with our friends from  
St Andrews’ in shared events such as Remembrance, at Christmas and at 
Easter; both there and at TMC. By the time you read this we will have  
already held our Craft Fair which is always very popular and welcomed the 
Good News Singers. We look forward to Christmas with all its many  
activities then in January we have our Covenant Service and with that, the 
next year begins anew. 
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Circuit Project: Cheshire Search and Rescue 
June 2016 - December 2017 

 

 The Circuit has chosen Cheshire Search and Rescue as its 
project for 2016-7 and the Project was launched at the Circuit 
Service held at Frodsham on 12th June with a talk by Mark 
Susca, Deputy Team Leader of CSAR with the hope that at least 
£10,000 can be raised, as in the last project. Each church is  
being asked to help raise as much money as possible to support 
this very worthwhile work.  
 So far we have raised nearly £2,300 from the following: 
 

Launch at Circuit Service  June   £170.00 
Frodsham    August  £233.71 
Bunbury & Tiverton  October  £117.50  
Caldy Valley   October  £438.65 
Mickle Trafford   October  £60.00 
Blakelees     October  £271.00 
Caldy Valley Circuit Quiz October  £348.00 
Unknown Church  October  £400.00 
Oakmere Concert  August  £230.00 
 

Events in aid of the Circuit Project already planned: 
 

Saturday 26th November 10am – 12 noon  
Coffee Morning at Tarvin Methodist Church All Welcome 
 

Monday 12th December Soup Lunch at the Hurst, Kingsley 
Noon - 1pm  Homemade soup & delicious desserts 

When your church organises an event to raise 
money for the Circuit Project, would you be 
kind enough to tell Alan Johnson as he is 

compiling a diary of events.  

Email - johnson365@btinternet.com 
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the way for the Lord whose word endures forever!” Notice that 
this reference to the Word links back to John’s prologue at the  
beginning of this chapter. JB was so bold as to declare that he was 
continuing the message of Isaiah. Someone was coming who was 
so important that JB reckoned  that he was not fitted to carry out  
even the menial task of removing his sandals and washing his feet. 
“Why then are you baptising?” the officials asked. “To baptise with 
water is one thing”, JB replied, “ but to baptise with the Holy 
Spirit, well, that would be something else, a baptism which only 
the Coming One can give”. 
 But if Jesus were so great, why did he come to JB in the first 
place? He had no sins to repent, nevertheless he humbled himself  
(Philippians 2:6-8) and joined the crowd. His humility led to his 
death. But there was another reason — he came to be recognised 
by his own people. When JB saw him,  and baptised him, he was 
moved to say “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 
the world”.  Out of all the people  in that crowd the God of Israel 
was selecting the one person who would deal with the world’s  
central problem. The problem of sin. To be a lamb was to be  
destined for sacrifice. To be the Lamb of God was to be the 
world’s sin bearer. JB’s destiny was to reveal that  man to Israel.  
How he must have trembled as he saw the Spirit of God rest and  
remain on the man before him, waist deep in the Jordan River. 
This was the one for whom Israel had been waiting ever since the 
call of Abraham. How pleased Israel would be to see him, having 
waited so long. What joy! What delight! What ecstatic worship! 
But it didn’t turn out that way. 
  Nevertheless JB was faithful to his calling. The next day  two 
of his followers were standing with him. He pointed out Jesus 
Christ to them — “Look there is the Lamb of God!” What depth of 
emotion JB must have felt as he saw his two followers turn round 
and follow Jesus. JB’s ministry was complete,  thereafter the Christ  
would  be the attraction. 

Phil Duke, Helsby Methodist Church 
8 November 2016 
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Journeys with John 
A visit to John the Baptist - John 1 : 19-37 

 

 I hope you have gathered from our previous journey with 
John that he was living in exciting times. This sense of excitement 
was not confined to John the apostle. There had appeared in the 
Jordan Valley, a strange young man, let’s call him JB, dressed in a 
robe made from camel’s hair. He ate locusts and wild honey and, 
presumably, anything else in the wilderness he could  lay his 
hands on. He attracted the attention of lots of people to whom he 
must have seemed like an Old Testament prophet such as Elijah. 
Elijah had not died like an ordinary man.  (2 Kings 2:11-13). He 
had been transported to God’s presence in a chariot of fire.  His 
return, during a time of crisis, had been envisaged by the prophet 
Malachi (Mal 4:5). The many who came to JB were being baptised 
in the river Jordan, repenting and confessing their sins. JB seemed 
like the long awaited Messiah (Hebrew) whom  we call by his 
Greek name ‘Christ’ both of which mean ‘The Anointed One’.  John 
the apostle declared JB to be a man sent from God. John is keen 
to emphasise that JB  (1:8), was not himself the light but a wit-
ness to the light. He attracted many followers but amongst them 
must have been those who eventually rejected that light. The fate 
of many prophets. 
 The success of the JB’s ministry provoked a slightly comical 
conversation between  JB and officials sent from Jerusalem to 
check him out (1:19-28). The bureaucrats  wanted to know who 
JB was and where he fitted in. They put forward several sugges-
tions to which the repeated answer was No.  Finally, with some 
exasperation, they said they had to give an answer to those who 
had sent them. To which JB replied, tell them  “I am the voice of 
someone calling out in the wilderness.”  That must have made 
them prick up their ears because any first century Jew worth his 
salt would recognise that the JB’s words  were not merely literal 
truth, but were Messianic language borrowed from Isaiah chapter 
40 when the prophet declared —“bring in the bulldozers and clear 
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All Treasurers have had instructions on how to pay in 
money raised for the Circuit Project. 

If you choose to send money directly either by cheque 
or bank transfer - could you kindly let Ed Hunter know 
the amount & which church it is from please?  
This will help us to keep an accurate running total as  
we only get quarterly updates on amounts paid in. 

edmund.hunter@btinternet.com 

Experience the excitement of a Safari &  
a Four Course Dinner (without leaving the building) 

Saltney Methodist Church Present 
A Tanzanian Safari Dinner  

Saturday 18th March 6pm  
£15 per head -  

Book Early to avoid disappointment!  
For further information  
Contact Janet Butler  

01244 676544. 

Christmas Wreath Making  
Tuesday 29th November at Norley Methodist Church. 
Time 7.30-9.30pm  cost £12  
Limited Places : ring 07749 877823 (Andrea) for details. 
Payment required to book a place.  
Tuesday 6th December at Frodsham MC. 
Time: 7.30--9.30pm      Cost : £15 
Limited Places : ring 07749 877823 for details. 
Come and join us to make a Christmas wreath to 
hang outside your home. Its easier than you think! 
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Knit & Natter at Garden Lane 
This community group meets on the 1st Tues of the month in the 

lounge from 2.15pm. New members always welcome. 
Contact Pat Linsey on 01244 320562 

Out and About  in December, January & February 

Hoole Methodist Church, Hamilton Street 
Saturdays 10am – 11.30am  

“Tea, Coffee & Toasted Teacakes” 

All are Welcome 
More details from John Evans 07939 645688 

or angiejohnevans@uwclub.net 

Saughall Coffee Mornings 
 

Wednesdays  
10.30am - noon 

 

11th & 25th January 
8th February 

A lunch club is held on the first Wednesday 
of the month at our Church Hall on Kingsley 
Road, Frodsham, WA6 6BA.   The ‘soup and 
pudd’ lunch is served at 12.30pm prompt, with 
doors open to welcome you from 12 noon.  
Whilst tea and coffee is served, we have an 
informal 'fun quiz'. The suggested donation towards costs is £3.  

 If you would like to come along and join us, you will be 
made very welcome, so why not give it a try?   

To find out a little more, or to reserve a place, please ring 
the co-ordinator, Marg Jacks on 01928 732067  

or email: margjacks35@gmail.com   
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Anti Slavery Week October 

Members of the Salvation Army and Frodsham Churches 
Together, joined forces during Anti Slavery week to  

increase the awareness of Human Trafficking. 
Displays were held at coffee mornings at the Parish Hall 

in the High Street and the Community Church in Main 
Street. 

 
Leaflets where given 

out to those at the cof-
fee mornings and to all 

the stall holders at the 
market. 

Tarporley Chapel Re-opening 
  
On Saturday January 28th we are having our official  
re-opening ceremony, following the refurbishment.  
This will take place at 11am and will be performed by 
our MP, Antoinette Sandbach. This is limited to  
invitation only but will include representatives of all 
the donors who have supported us. 
 In the afternoon, at 2pm, we are going to have a 

re-opening service which will be open to all. We hope 

to have past Ministers, people in the Methodist circuit 

& District, friends of the church, and the wider      

community. This will be followed by afternoon tea. 
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Hope Journey: ‘Remembering’ 
 

 Pupils from Helsby Hillside, Helsby Horns Mill and  
Alvanley Primary Schools recently walked through the doors of 
Helsby Methodist Church to find themselves back in the year 
1939 - wartime Britain! The children were allocated their 
'evacuee families' and throughout the morning took part in  
The Hope Journey 'Remembering', run by church volunteers. 
The interactive workshops included rationing, hearing first hand 
wartime stories whilst sitting in an Andersen shelter, making a 
poppy wreath of hopes and dreams and hearing about Ann 
Frank. 
 The Hope Journey, written by Nicola Langton-Miller  
was founded in 2008 to support primary schools in delivery of 
certain areas of the RE syllabus and has gone from strength to 
strength.  One of the teachers accompanying the children at 
Helsby's Hope Journey said, 'The workshops made the children 
realise that World War II involved people just like them.  The 
Anne Frank workshop was an excellent introduction to teaching 
children about how to deal with loss.'   
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Garden Lane 
Uniting Church 

Chester 
Community Coffee 
Mornings  10.30am - 12 noon  

Admission £2 includes  
Fairtrade tea or coffee &  

a cake or scone 
 

3rd Dec  Claire House 
 
7th Jan Hospitality Coffee 
 
4th Feb  ‘Share’ 

Out and About  in December, January & February 

Open Door Lunches  
at Norley Methodist 

Church 
Christmas Thu 8th Dec 

Wednesdays Thursdays 

11th Jan             26th Jan 
8th Feb              23rd Feb 
  8th Mar             23rd Mar 
Meals at noon & cost £4.50.  

Everyone welcome but contact  
Ruth (01928 788071) or  

Joan (01606 301198)  
by the Sunday before, to book 

your place. 

CHRISTLETON  
METHODIST CHURCH 

 

Prayer Lunch  
first Thursday  
of the month. 
12 noon to 1.30pm 

 

(surplus proceeds to  
Christian Aid) 

Prayer Requests  
Welcomed  

 

1st December, 5th January  
& 2nd February 

The Hurst  
Souper-Stars 
 invite you to  

their Kingsley  

Soup Lunch.  
It is the second  

Monday of every  
month from Noon  

to 1pm.  

 
The Hurst Methodist Church, Kingsley, 

has held Soup Lunches since 1994. 
Whilst they provide a lunch in good 

company for those who would  
normally eat alone, they have raised 

nearly £30,000 for various charities. 

In December it will be in aid of the 
new Circuit Project CSAR.  
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Tiny Tunes 
Rhyme time for babies & little ones 

Mondays & Fridays 11-11.30am in term time 

Little Story Time at Wesley 
 

Every Tuesday at 12.30pm in Term Time 

Oakmere Methodist Church Anniversary 
 

Sunday 12th February 10.45am Rev’d Anne Gibson 
 

Wednesday 15th February 2.30pm 
Rev’d Andrew Emison 
Followed by afternoon tea 

All Welcome 

Frodsham Methodist Church 
Join us for one of our monthly Saturday afternoon walks. We meet at 
church and do a comfortable walk lasting about 2 hours and return to 
church for cakes and drinks. We enjoy plenty of chat and fellowship. 

It would be good to see you. 
January 21st leaving church at 1.30pm 

Trish and Doug Percival to lead 
February 11th leaving church at 1.30pm 

Alan Gerrard to lead 
More information contact Ros Caldwell on 

01928 735261  
r.m.caldwell@talk21.com 
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Walking for Boaz:  
On 15th October 10 people (and three dogs!) walked 

along the canal from Pontcysyllte Aqueduct to Llangollen 

and back, nearly 9 1/2 miles. We enjoyed perfect weather 

and sat outside the tea room in Llangollen to have lunch 

in the sunshine.  We all enjoyed the walk, watching the  

canal boats go past and seeing the beautiful Autumn   

colours.  Over £180 was raised for our church charity the 

Boaz Trust.    You can find out more about the work of the 

Boaz Trust on their website http://boaztrust.org.uk/ 

Thank you to all who donated and took part in the walk. 

http://boaztrust.org.uk/


16 

 

Blakelees Christmas  
Songs of Praise 

 
On Sunday 8th January 2017 at 6-30pm 

The service will be led by John & Joan Bell of Norley. 
 

Please come along and enjoy  
a good post Christmas sing. 

  
 

Church Life and Witness   
the Theme of Norley’s Flower Festival 

From the moment you entered and saw all the faces 
in the vegetables in the Harvest display you knew 
that you had to examine everything closely as  
there was so much to see in all the different aspects 

of church life that were portrayed – from highlights in the church’s  
worship and the major festivals such as Christmas, Easter and  
Pentecost, to weddings and baptisms and then all the broader pastoral 
and outreach activities of the church. 
 All the creators of the displays were associated with Norley 
church and knew intimately what most inspired them about the aspect 
of church life they’d chosen.  Hence there was much to see and ponder 
on – especially as each display was linked to a hymn or Bible reading. 
Then, when you thought you’d seen eve-
rything, you looked up and found more 
displays high above the porch, and all 
you could do was pause and listen to the 
musicians while you gazed in wonder at 
the creativity and artistry all around you. 
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A PERUVIAN ADVENTURE 
 
 I and several other volunteers from the University  
of Leeds spent four weeks during the summer volunteering 
in Peru. We were working with a charity SKIP (Supporting 
Kids in Peru) who are based in Trujillo, the country’s  
second largest city. We were based in the El Porvenir  
district known to be one of Peru’s most impoverished  
areas. SKIP works with families aiming to promote  
sustainable growth, education and emotional well-being. 
The charity encourages the people of El Porvenir to making 
sustainable changes and believe that it is the people within 
the community that have the power to change their own 
lives.   
 SKIP provide additional education for the children of 
the local community. They receive support in Spanish, 
English and mathematics as well as taking part in more  
inspired learning exercises such as art and sport. The  
children are encouraged to express creativity through 
learning. My time at the school saw me take on a range of 
teaching roles throughout the school working with children 
of all ages.  

 
 
     A SKIP Volunteer       
     working with the  
     children. 
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I thoroughly enjoyed teaching English as a foreign  
language as the children showed such passion in learning. 
 The charity also works alongside the mothers of the 
children. Classes are provided in sewing and craft making 
where the mothers produce a wide range of garments 
showing off the typical Peruvian dress. Their products are 
sold mainly to independent retailers within Trujillo where 
the additional income promotes economic growth within 
the community.  
 For the duration of my time spent working with the 
charity I met many great people and truly experienced  
the Peruvian culture at all levels. It was wonderful to see 

how happy and enthusiastic the children were despite how 
little they appeared to have. To me, this truly proves the 
importance of family and friends. I wish to return to the 
school and would fully recommend a similar experience to 
anyone who is considering it.  

More information about SKIP and the work of the charity 

can be found using the link:  

http://www.skipperu.org/.     

 

 

Alex Turner is in his 3rd year at  

Leeds University studying Chemical 

Engineering  


