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Many thanks to all who sent in items this time. 
 

If you have something happening in your church you would like people 
to know about or if you would like to contribute articles for the next  
edition of the Circuit Newsletter then please get in touch.  
(750 words max) 
 

by email to - peter.sandercock@btinternet.com 
or ordinary mail to - Peter Sandercock, ’Plas Hyfryd’ Gorsedd,  
Holywell, CH8 8QY   by 4th November  2016  please! 

Caldy Valley Neighbourhood Church CH3 5PR 
Autumn Concert  

Saturday September 24th 2016 7.30pm 

An Evening with the  
Birkenhead Operatic Society 

 

Tickets £10 (children £5)  

to include refreshments,  
from Caldy Valley Office 01244 318450  

or Maureen Standring 01244 313686 

 

Advent Sunday United Service 
with Methodist and United Reformed Churches 

 

Sunday 27th November at 4pm 
 

Vicars Cross United Reformed Church 
Oldfield Drive, Vicars Cross,  

Chester CH3 5LL  
 

  

 

Chester and Delamere 
Forest Circuit  

Newsletter  
 

Issue No 16 
September, October &  
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Bretton Methodist Chapel in 2016 

 

 Centrally positioned in a rural village of around 56 dwellings, 
with no other community building and the nearest shops in 
neighbouring Broughton, the building fulfilled the dreams of a  
Methodist community already well established 30 yrs earlier.    
Engraved near the roof beneath "Methodist New Connexion 1859" are 
words from Isaiah:  "for mine house shall be called an house of 
prayer for all people".  On the porch, a WW1 commemoration added 
in 1920, is John 15:13;  and today, the Ffald-y-Brenin Prayer of  
Welcome greets all who enter. 
 So the church continues to proclaim to residents and all who 
pass by, that this is a place of prayer and love.  Our mission is to: 

 

learn of God what He wants of us;  mirror God's image;   
respecting others regardless of differences;  be as welcoming as  
Jesus was;  blessing all with God's love; maintaining a Christian  

presence in the community;  passing on the good news of  
God’s saving grace;  holding unswervingly to the hope we profess; 

acting as good stewards of all that is committed to us. 
 

 Noted for its friendly, supportive family atmosphere, circuit 
preachers would attest to the interactive inclinations of worshippers 
during services!   All are involved in decision making and church 
council meetings well attended.  Notices given over a cuppa after  
services provide opportunity for formal and informal discussion in  
an inclusive atmosphere.  Sunday morning worship is a rotating  
programme of minister-led;  local preacher-led;  local arrangement;  
and a service at Saltney. 
 When the  Welsh Circuit closed Broughton Methodist, their 
members joined Bretton, retaining close ties with Broughton Anglican 
community over the years.  This resulted in their Lay Reader taking 
two Bretton services last year and their congregation joining us when 
emergency repairs closed their building. 
 Popular for the Sankey Harvest Evening;  the evening Christmas 
Carol Service also brings in non-regulars;  and dogs have often  
featured in the congregation!   Previous fêtes have included a local  
artist’s exhibition and jewellery-making. The latest venture is a craft 
group whose work includes tactile stimulation muffs for people with  
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Hamilton Street Choir Fellowship  Fridays 7pm – 9pm 
 

We’re still growing in fellowship and numbers: 
“Just what I was looking for” is how one person recently  
described the experience.  “Amazing Fellowship & Good Sing” is 
how those who keep coming back describe it. 
If you enjoy singing in a relaxed environment, you’ll love our Friday 
evenings. We are also looking for an accompanist, so if you prefer to 
play the piano, you will also be very welcome. 
 

Further details from John Evans 07939-645688  
angiejohnevans@uwclub.net 

Concerts at Hoole Methodist Church, 
Hamilton Street, Chester. 

 

Saturday 17th September, 7.30pm  
Concert by The Fron Male Voice Choir  
with guest soloist John Evans (organ) 
Tickets £10 (reserved in advance) or £12 at the door. 
 

Sunday 2nd October 3pm  
Concert & Cake with Hamilton Street Choir Fellowship and soloists 

About an hour of music followed by refreshments 
Admission Free, Donations Appreciated 
 

Friday 9th December, 7.30pm  
Concert by Nigel Ogden (BBC Radio 2’s Organist Entertains) 

Tickets £8 (reserved in advance) or £10 at the door. 
 

Further details on any of the above from  

John Evans 07939-645688 or  
angiejohnevans@uwclub.net 
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MUSIC at WESLEY 
ST JOHN STREET, CHESTER 

 
Lunchtime Concerts 12.45 - 1.30pm 
 

Sept 13th  Urszula Krukowska-Byzdra (Cello), Brian Heald (Piano) 
Sept 20th  Kell Wind Trio (Flute, Clarinet, Bassoon) 
Sept 27th   Adam Davies (Piano) 
Oct 4th  Chetham’s School Of Music Instrumentalists 
Oct 11th  Chester Competitive Music Festival Winners 
Oct 18th  Charlotte Thomas (Flute), Bethan Griffiths (Harp) 
Oct 25th  Chester Competitive Music Festival Winners 
Nov 1st  Luke Jones (Piano) 
Nov 8th  Chetham’s School Of Music Instrumentalists  
Nov 15th  Deborah Catterall (Mezzo-Soprano), Hugh Cherry (Lute) 
Nov 22nd  Jonathan Guy (Clarinet), Leanne Cody (Piano)  
Nov 29th  Chetham’s School Of Music Pianists 
 

Retiring Collection in aid of Wesley 

Church Centre 

Music around the Circuit 

Kelsall Bi-centenary celebrations  
continue over their Harvest weekend.  

Saturday 1st October at 7.30pm 
A Concert by The Kelsborrow Choir  

who are celebrating their 60th anniversary this year.  
 

Look out for more details & how to get tickets coming soon! 
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dementia.    
Perhaps the  
strangest activity 
was a coffee morn-
ing with a children's 
bug-box workshop! 
 

Church members on 
the local residents' 
committee encour-
age wider commu-
nity involvement.  
Many in the area 
remember with fond 
affection their first year of school, held in the post war years in the room 
added in 1902 for Sunday School. 
 With a small, mostly older, worshippers' profile, many's the time 
closure appeared imminent.  But our Lord clearly has other plans, for  
just as numbers dwindle to barely viable, new regulars arrive!   An  
adjacent caravan park brings occasional visitors from further afield and 
non-church goers sometimes hold weddings and funerals in church. 
 Dedication to church and village and commitment to meeting  
responsibilities, both spiritually and in care of the fabric, continues.   
Recent projects include repairing the floor; new carpet; and redecorat-
ing.  Windows are next and we hope to replace pews with chairs.  But 
first must replace the boiler and have raised 2/3 of that cost. 
 You might have noticed the historical snippet on the circuit  
website.  It comes from The House of Lords Journal dated 26 November 
1830 which records members of the Methodist congregation of Bretton 
petitioning "to adopt Measures for the Extinction of Slavery, and the  
Extension of all the Blessings of Freedom to the utmost Limits of the  
British Empire; and for a Reform of Parliament ". 
 

One of four churches in the Chester & Delamere Forest Circuit under the 
care of Rev’d David Speed, you will find us mid-way along Bretton Lane, 
Chester CH4 0DX.  (p.s. we’re in Flintshire really!)    

 
God bless you all, from Bretton Chapel. 
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From the Superintendent Minister 
 

Dear friends, 
  This September brings several new faces into the circuit. 
On Tuesday 30th August at 7.30pm at Frodsham there is our 
Welcome Service for Rev Andrew Emison, along with his wife Naomi 
and their children Matthew and Sophie. We will also be recognising 
the work to be undertaken by Rev Christine Jones, Rev Ian Rigby and 
Rev Anne Gibson; 3 supernumerary ministers who will be offering 
support to Helsby, The Hurst and Blakelees over the next year. At the 
same time, we are also welcoming Siân Williams into the circuit. Siân 
is a student minister, and will combine experience and reflection in 
the circuit with study at Queen’s College in Birmingham. Initially 
Siân’s time in the circuit is likely to be focussed in Chester. 
 We also need to offer a welcome to Gill Taggart, a local 
preacher who has recently moved to Chester and joined our Caldy 
Valley church. We look forward sharing in worship with Gill.  
 I said recently that our object, when drafting the preaching 
Plan, is that both churches and preachers will look at the services 
planned for the quarter and greet them with enthusiasm; looking 
forward to the worship that will be offered each Sunday. When I 
think about it, I’d like to hope that those responsible for stationing 
Methodist ministers across the connexion see their work in a similar 
light. We certainly hope that Andrew, Anne, Christine, Ian and Siân 
are all looking forward to sharing in the life of the circuit; just as 
much as we are thrilled to welcome them and receive and cherish the 
gifts that each of them will bring to us. 
 And beyond all the ‘methods’ of the Methodist Church, we dare 
to believe that God is at work in bringing us together in ministry and 
mission! If we had been asked even 2 years ago where we thought 
our churches and circuit might be now, it is likely that none of us 
would have expected things to be as they are: in the church or in the 
world (or indeed in our own lives). Yet God has brought us here; and 
we are here for a purpose. 
 Recently I was telling someone of the ‘joys’ of the first 
computer I bought in ministry: an Amstrad PCW [“other computers 
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Tarvin Methodist Church 

Quality Craft Fair 
Saturday, 29th October 

10.00am to 3.00pm 
Many stalls selling home crafted items.   

Free Admission Refreshments 

Saturday 19th November 

Saltney Christmas Fair 
10 - 11.30am 
Stalls, refreshments & 
much more. 
Bacon and egg baps 
All welcome 

Saturday 10th & Sunday 11th Dec 

Hoole Methodist Church,  

Christmas Tree Festival 
Admission Free 
Further details or to volunteer to 
decorate a tree -  
from John Evans (p27) 

Frodsham Methodist Church Christmas Tree Festival  

Friday 9th and Saturday 10th December. This will be opened by the 
Mayor of Frodsham followed by singing from the Manor School choir. 
Further information will appear in the next magazine. If you would 
like to be involved, we would love to hear from you!  
Please contact Carolyn (01928 734356) for more information. 

Save the dates! Save the dates! Save the dates!  
(There will be more details in the next issue) 

Saturday 12th November 2016 

Saughall Christmas 
Craft Fair  
10am - 4pm  
Many stalls, crafts and 
refreshments.  

All welcome 

Christmas Tree Festival and 

Christmas Market at Kelsall 
Weekend of 9th - 11th Dec  
Christmas Market with stalls and 
teas and singing by the Vale 
Royal Singers on Saturday 10th.  

Santa Comes to Saltney Saturday Dec 3rd 4 - 6pm 
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Diary Dates September to November 2016 
August 
Tue 30th   Welcome Service for Rev’d Andrew Emison 7.30pm Frodsham 

September 
Fri 2nd  19:30 at St Mary's Church, Acton, Nantwich: Retirement  
  Service for Keith Ineson, Agricultural Chaplain; and  
  Induc tion of new Chaplaincy Team. 
Mon 5th  Schools back 
Thu 8th to Sun 11th St Laurence Parish Church Frodsham 'Heritage  
  Open Days' (times vary at weekend) 
Sun 11th  Racial Justice Sunday and Education Sunday 
Mon 12th  Noon to 1pm Hurst Soup Lunch in aid of our new Project  
  'Buzz Group' 
Sat 17th  9.30am at Kingsley Comm Centre: Local Produce Market 
Sun 18th  Peacemaking Sunday 
Sun 18th  District Event at Helsby  4.30pm  (see p22) 
Fri 23rd to Sun 25th Norley Flower Festival 2016 (p16) 
Sat 24th  11am - 4pm Frodsham MC: “Harvest of Memories” (p18) 
Sun 25 Sep 2.30 pm: Kingsley Harvest on the Farm (p13) 
Fri 30 Sep 10 - 12 at Kingsley Comm Centre MacMillan Coffee Morning. 
  (p11 also in Mickle Trafford & at Tarvin MC)  

October 
9th - 15th  Prisons Week 
Mon 10th  Noon to 1pm Hurst Soup Lunch in aid of the Neuropathy  
  Centre Saltney. 
Sun 16th  ‘Laity Sunday' - celebrating the ministry of all lay Christians. 
17th - 24th  One World Week 
Tue 18 Oct  Anti Slavery Day 
Sun 30th  Clocks go back 

November 
1st   All Saints Day 
Sun 13th  Remembrance Sunday 
Mon 14th  Noon to 1pm Hurst Soup Lunch in aid of the 'Son-Rise'  
  programme 
Sun 20th Women Against Violence Sunday 
Sun 27th Advent Sunday and United Methodist Student Day 
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were available”]. In fact, there was one thing it did that modern 
machines appear not to be able to do—which happened to be very 
useful for me. But now the computing power of my phone keeps my 
diary, gives me directions, and even allows me to see sermon notes I 
typed at home when I leave the printed copies on my desk! 
Who knows what lies ahead of us? There will be challenges in mission 
and ministry that we have yet to imagine. We need to keep ourselves 
open to the new ways that God will reveal to us, and find new 
patterns of faithful discipleship. 
 At our Circuit Farewell Service we reminded ourselves of the 
text from the prophet Micah used at the Methodist Conference 
Service at the end of June: 
 “And what does the Lord require of you? 
  To do justice and to love mercy,  
   and to walk humbly with your God.” 
We need to continue to explore that message for ourselves, the 
church and the world. But as I write, I hear that the American 
presidential candidate Hillary Clinton has spoken of the message that 
her Methodist roots taught her: 

“Do all the good you can, by all the means 
you can, in all the ways you can, in all the 
places you can, at all the times you can, to all 
the people you can, as long as ever you can.”  

This quote is often attributed to John Wesley, though no one has 
traced him ever actually writing it. It matters not who said it first; 
what really matters is that it is a practical guide to “doing justice” in 
our lives. Let us pray that this new Church year will open up new 
possibilities for us all to do good! 
 

Yours in Christ, 

Neil 

Tuesday 30th August at  
Frodsham Methodist Church 7.30pm   

Welcome Service for Rev’d Andrew Emison 
All Welcome 
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Chester and Delamere Forest Circuit 
Methodist Church Safeguarding Training  

Refresher Training Modules 
 

HOW SAFE IS YOUR CHURCH NOW? 
 

All those who undertook the Creating Safer Space Foundation 
Training in 2011 and 2012 should now put their names down to  
attend a further session, as it was a requirement of the original  
training to do further training every 5 years. 
 

At a Refresher Training session people will be able to: 
 i) Look at how practice in their own church has improved over 
 the last 5 years. 
 ii) Find out how the Church is now responding to its review of  
 Past Cases 
 iii) Find out more about some emerging concerns, such as 
 abuse via social media, bullying and domestic abuse as they 
 relate to churches. 
 iv) Share what they have learnt with a wider group 
 

 Four sessions are now planned as follows:  

 Sat October 15th 9.15 am to 11.45am at Helsby MC 

 Thu November 10th 7 pm to 9.30pm at Caldy Valley 
 Sat November 19th 9.15 am to 11.45 am at Saltney MC  
 Wed November 23rd 7pm to 9.30pm at Wesley MC 
 
 As there are several hundred people who need to do the  
Refresher Training and places are limited for these sessions, 
please put your name down as soon as possible by contacting  
 

Peter Sandercock 01352 711761  
peter.sandercock@btinternet.com 

 
and let your Church Safeguarding Co-ordinator know that you have 
done so.  
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Double celebrations at Tiverton 
 

Bunbury and Tiverton Church came together with friends from around 
the circuit as well as locals from Tiverton village for a  double  
celebration on the afternoon of Sunday 31st July. We were able to thank 
God in a short service led by Rev’d Denise for the new decoration and 
carpeting of Tiverton Chapel. Much of the work for this was done by the 
Community payback team of the Chester  probation service with support 
from church members. The work has greatly improved the appearance 
and feel of the building which we now hope will become a venue and 
resource, not only for the local Methodist congregation but also the local 
community. The service was also an opportunity for the members of 
Bunbury and Tiverton and Oakmere Churches to give thanks for  
Rev Denise’s  witness and friendship 
over the past few years. After the 
service the celebrations continued 
with afternoon tea in the newly    
redecorated school room. 
 

Friday 9th September 2.30pm 

Tiverton Harvest Festival  
with Mrs Ann Wright 

All Welcome 

Agricultural Chaplaincy 
 

Keith Ineson, the Agricultural Chaplain, who founded the Chaplaincy 
will be retiring in September. A service to mark Keith’s retirement, to 
celebrate the work of the Chaplaincy over the past 16 years and to 
induct the new Chaplaincy team will be held on  

 

Friday 2nd September at St. Mary’s 
Church Acton, 

near Nantwich at 7.30 pm. 
The service will be followed by refreshments.  

All are welcome 
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Easter Hope Journey 
 

At Kelsall, we now lead three Hope Journeys (Easter,  
Remembering and Christmas) for five of our local primary 
schools. One of the workshops for Easter involves showing  
different crosses from around the world.  We wonder if any 
members around the Circuit have any crosses tucked away 
which they have brought back from their travels but which  
they don't use or display.  If so, we would really appreciate  

adding them to our collection.   
 

Please contact Ann Barnett (01829 752576) or  
Rev’d Sue Levitt.  Many thanks. 

You are invited to a Chester and Stoke-on-Trent  
District Event 

 

Finding Fiji in… 
Fellowship, Faith and Food 

 

with Rev Val Ogden, 
Methodist Mission Partner in Fiji 

 

Sunday 18 September 4:30pm – 7:00pm 
 

at Helsby Methodist Church 
Chester Road, Helsby 

WA6 OAQ 
 

RSVP to:  

runcornmethodists@gmail.com  
 

by 4th September 2016 for catering purposes. 
Offering for Methodist Church World Mission Fund 
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The Big Church Switch (2) 
 

 In Issue 15 of the Circuit Newsletter, Katy 
Rowe encouraged churches in the Circuit to register 
their interest in switching to 100% renewable  
energy. Renewable energy covers a number of 
types of energy such as solar, hydroelectric,  
biomass- and waste-burning, and wind. Whilst I 
have no environmental issues with solar and  
hydroelectric energy, serious health problems can 
arise from the others. Biomass (mostly wood) burning emits over twice 
as much CO2 per megawatt of electricity generation as does the next 
worst offender, coal, and CO2 stays in the atmosphere for around 40 
years.  
 Biomass also has a bad reputation for the emission of fine  
particulates. In 2009 the American Lung Association wrote to the U.S.  
Government to say that the Association “urges that legislation not  
promote the combustion of biomass. Burning biomass could lead to  
significant increases in emissions of nitrogen oxides, particulate matter 
and sulfur dioxide and have severe impacts on the health of children, 
older adults, and people with lung diseases”. There is similar concern 
over the production of energy from waste (EfW), with the additional 
problem that EfW plants can emit highly carcinogenic dioxins. 
 There are also health concerns about energy from wind.  
The main problem is that wind turbines emit infrasound (sound which 
is of too low frequency for humans to hear, but which nevertheless  
can affect sleep, giving rise to stress and mental illness). There is also 
a swooshing sound (amplitude modulation, AM) emitted as the turbines 
blades pass the tower every few seconds. A number of people living 
within 1-2 kilometres of large turbines have had to abandon their 
homes because of infrasound and AM. People with autistic spectrum 
disorder and Ménière’s disease can also be badly affected by the sight 
of rotating turbine blades. Furthermore, there is now evidence that  
animals are also adversely affected; there are a number of reports of 
spontaneous abortion, abnormal young and retarded growth. It is  
not yet known whether humans can be similarly affected. Additionally, 
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large numbers of birds and bats are killed each year by wind turbines, 
and it is now thought that whale strandings could be caused by the 
whales’ guidance systems being disrupted by offshore turbine  
infrasound. 
 Paradoxically, wind turbines do not reduce CO2 emissions.  
Because wind is so variable, conventional (usually gas) power stations 
have to be running on rapid standby so as to come on stream quickly 
when the wind drops. That can use as much fuel as when the power 
stations are actually generating electricity. A 2011 study of data from 
the Irish National Grid showed that as the proportion of energy  
generation from wind increased, so did CO2 emissions. 
 Whilst I recognise the need to reduce our dependence on fossil 
fuels, I do not wish to see churches joining “green” energy schemes 
without a detailed consideration of the serious downsides of some 
methods of generating “renewable” energy. I should like to see much 
more effort put into new hydroelectric schemes, including wave 
power and tidal power. Solar power has less appeal for me, because 
for it to be effective there would have to be huge arrays of many 
hundreds of acres, and of course sunshine is intermittent at best, and 
non-existent at night. 

John Dearden 

Worship At Helsby 
 

We are looking forward to having the Rev’d Christine 
Jones helping us with our ministry over the next 12 
months. Also, several Local Preachers have offered  
their help together with our own Worship Team. 

All Good News for our Church Family  
for the coming year. 

Remembrance at Tiverton War Memorial   
Friday 11th November 2016 at 11am 
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embark on the journey with John? What guarantee do I have that it 
will not end in failure? Is there any point to it in the first place? John 
has the answer to those questions. Not only do we live in God’s world 
but His commanding Word took on human flesh, Jesus Christ, the  
Son of God, and as John testifies, we saw his glory and touched and 
handled that Incarnate Word (1 John 1:1 – 4). 
 This journey, along which John invites us to travel, leads to  
the greatest mystery of all; that the world has been made specifically 
so that the Creator can become a member of it. In the beginning,  
the scripture testifies, God created man in his own image, male and 
female, created in the image of God. Now John tells us why.  We are 
what we are so that the One who made all things could become one 
of us, truly human, yet, at the same time, the true image of the  
eternal God. Those Anthony Gormleys, standing in the sea off 
Formby, are perfect copies of the artist but can never become the 
artist himself. What a wonderful world is this when the Creator joins 
it! The blind see, the lame walk and the poor have good news 
preached to them. “We saw his glory”, says John, “full of grace and 
truth.” But what does John mean by glory?  In Exodus 24, Moses 
completed the instructions for the building of  the tabernacle, a  tent 
where God would live with his  people. When this was completed the 
glory of God descended and filled it, God was there.  When John saw 
his glory he was thinking of that and remembering that the Word, 
who became flesh, was filled, just like the tabernacle, with the glory 
of God. Jesus himself became the place where we can meet with 
God. 
 But many people did not want him. The creation could not or 
would not recognise its creator. The same thing happens today.  
People turn their faces from him! How sad it must have been for him. 
He came to his own people, says John, and his own people did not 
receive him. Instead, along with the pagan Romans, they crucified 
him. Extraordinary! But those who accepted him, who believed in 
him,  and followed him, set out on a journey leading to new life, a 
rebirth into the life of God. He became like us so that we might  
become like him. 

Phil Duke,  
Helsby Methodist Church, 2 August 2016 
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Journeys with John  
In the beginning was the Word. John 1:1 - 14. 

 

 I would like to offer you some thoughts on St. John’s gospel. It 
would be good if this would encourage you to read the gospel, even if 
you have read it before. Try to imagine as you read the first chapter 
that you are starting on a journey. In St John’s company you will 
meet people you have never met before. You will see strange things, 
exotic things, mysterious things. You will be stimulated and exhila-
rated in a way that you may never have been before because, you 
see, John wants to take us to a land where people have their sight 
restored, where water becomes wine, where one person’s lunch can 
feed a multitude and life conquers death. The journey John wants us 
to share with him does not take us across the lands and oceans of 
the world but makes us open to a new dimension. It is a spiritual 
journey, which we must all take to find the life which God intended 
for us. 
 The opening words of the gospel are like a trumpet call which 
take us back to the opening words of Scripture. “In the beginning, 
God created the heavens and the earth” (Gen 1:1). 
  “In the beginning was the Word”. John echoes Genesis because  
he wants us to remember that first dawn of creation when all the 
morning stars sang together and all the sons of God shouted for joy 
(Job 38:7). He reminds us that the commanding word of God was 
there right from the start declaring “Let there be light and there was 
light”.  
 So, here is the start of our journey; the understanding that we 
live in a world that exists for no other reason than that God willed it. 
How that happened is not the concern of St John or any of the  
biblical writers. What is important for them and us is that there is  
absolutely nothing, living or non-living, no principalities or powers, 
nothing in the heights or in the depths which do not spring from that 
creating word. “All things were made by Him”. That is why, when we 
recite the Nicene Creed together, we begin: “I believe in God, the  
Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things, visible 
and invisible.” 
 To return to our theme, what right have I, a mere mortal, to 
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Out and About  in September, October & November 

Open Door Lunches  
at Norley Methodist 

Church 
Wednesdays Thursdays 

14th Sep             29th Sep 
12th Oct              27th Oct 
  9th Nov             24th Nov 
Meals at noon & cost £4.50.  
Christmas Thu 8th Dec 

Everyone welcome but contact  
Ruth (01928 788071) or  

Joan (01606 301198)  
by the Sunday before, to book 

your place. 

Hoole Methodist Church,  
Hamilton Street   

Saturdays 10am – 11.30am  
“Tea, Coffee &  

Toasted Teacakes” 

All are Welcome 
More details from John Evans 

07939-645688 or  
angiejohnevans@uwclub.net 

Beetle Drive 
 

Friday September 2nd 7 - 9pm 
 

At Saltney Methodist Church 
Come and join in the fun! 

Kelsall Lunches 
Third Thursdays 12 - 1.45pm 

15th September, 20th October,  
17th November 

Contact a steward to book in or to ask  
for more details 
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Garden Lane 
Uniting Church 

Chester 
Community Coffee 
Mornings  10.30am - 12 noon  

Admission £2 includes  
Fairtrade tea or coffee &  

a cake or scone 
3rd Sep - Chester Sports  
Association for People with 
Disabilties 
 

1st Oct -  Chester Aid  

  to The Homeless  
 

5th Nov - Alzheimer’s Society 
 

3rd Dec - Claire House 

Out and About  in September, October & November 

CHRISTLETON  
METHODIST CHURCH 

 

Prayer Lunch  
first Thursday  
of the month. 
12 noon to 1.30pm 

 

(surplus proceeds to  
Christian Aid) 

Prayer Requests  
Welcomed  

 

1st September, 6th October  
& 3rd November 

Saughall 
Coffee Mornings 

 

Wednesdays  
10.30am - noon 

 

14th & 28th Sep 
12th & 26th Oct 
9th & 23rd Nov 

The Hurst  
Souper-Stars 
 invite you to  

their Kingsley  

Soup Lunch.  
It is the second  

Monday of every  
month from Noon  

to 1pm.  

 
The Hurst Methodist Church, Kingsley, 

has held Soup Lunches since 1994. 
Whilst they provide a lunch in good 

company for those who would  
normally eat alone, they have raised 

nearly £30,000 for various charities. 

In December it will be in aid of the 
new Circuit Project CSAR.  
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Kelsall Methodist Bicentenary Celebrations. 
 

  
Minister- Rev Sue Levitt,    
   Church Treasurer -       
   Marshall Ryder,  
   Vice President of the   
   Methodist Conference -    
   Dr Jill Barber  
   and Circuit Steward -  
   Ann Barnett  

 
This year marks 200 years of Methodism in Kelsall, and this was  
celebrated by church members and the local community at the  
weekend of June 11th & 12th. Celebrations started with an exhibition 
of photographs, artefacts, memories and stories from both the past  
and present of Kelsall Methodist Church.  The community enjoyed 
reminiscing and looking at the development of the church.  And of 
course there were plenty of cakes to enjoy! 
 

On the Sunday we welcomed Dr Jill Barber, the Vice President of the 
Methodist Conference, to lead worship.  Members of other local 
churches also attended to share this special occasion.  The service 
included celebration and thanksgiving for the past and a challenge  
to speak out and look forward positively towards the future. The  
anniversary weekend was completed by a lunch following the service. 
It was a fantastic weekend where memories were shared, the history 
of the church was explored and celebrations enjoyed together.   
Kelsall Methodist Church will continue to celebrate this special  
milestone with events throughout the rest of the year. 
 

Our remaining anniversary celebration services will be led by the  
following people. 

August - Mr John Bell                    September - Rev Ann Rigby-Jones 
October - Rev Anne Gibson            November - Mr Edgar Gregory 
December- Church Family    
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Salvation Army at Tarvin  CH3 8EE 

Thursday 15th September at 7.30pm 
Come and join us for an evening of praise and  

puddings in the company of Chester Salvation  
Army Band. The ‘Sally Army's’ joyous worship  

is renowned and when put together with a  
wonderful selection of puddings, we will all go away 

from TMC well fed, both in body and in spirit.   
A wonderful evening is guaranteed! 

Harvest of Memories 

Frodsham Methodist Church  
Saturday 24th September 

 
As part of our Harvest Weekend  
celebrations, we will again open our 

doors on the Saturday so that everyone can come 
along to enjoy a special exhibition of memorabilia and 
to have a catch-up with friends.  There will be plenty 
to see, with displays by local groups, old toys, and  
vintage vehicles.  In church throughout the day there 
will be performances by the Townswomen's Guild choir, 
and other musical items, and there will be a selection 
of good home-made food available to buy during the 
event.  So why not stay to lunch? 
 

Everyone is warmly invited to join us for this  
special day.  Entry is free and we will be open  

from 11am to 4pm. 
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Tiny Tunes 
Rhyme time for babies & little ones 

Mondays & Fridays 11-11.30am in term time 

Little Story Time at Wesley 
 

Every Tuesday at 12.30pm in Term Time 

 Tarvin Coffee Morning 
Friday 30th September  

10am - 12 

At Tarvin Methodist Church 
All Welcome 

Mickle Trafford Coffee Morning  
Sunday 4th September 

2 - 4.30pm 

At Manor Farm  
Picton, CH2 4HE 

All welcome 
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Knit & Natter at Garden Lane 
This community group meets on the first Tuesday of the 
month in the lounge at Garden Lane from 2.15pm. New 

members always welcome. 
Contact Pat Linsey on 01244 320562 

Churches together in Christleton 
Summer Teas 2.30 to 4.30pm  

Sunday Afternoons 
5th June to 25th September  

Proceeds to the  
Railway Children charity  

 

All welcome to drop in 

Bretton Methodist Church 
 

Sankey Evening and Harvest  
 

Sunday 2nd October 6.30pm 
 

We welcome our guests 
Organist & soloist: John Evans & Angie Evans 

Compere -  Bob Gilston from Wrexham  
 & Bass Soloist Alan Birchall from Broughton 

 

Come along for a good sing! 
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Project Regenerate! at Wesley, Chester 
 A lot of hard work has been carried out and much progress has 
been made in recent months in advancing our plans to deliver Project  
Regenerate! at Wesley. Our historic worship area is a beautiful space, 
but greatly under-used and in need of fresh investment. Our ambitious 
plans include: 

Removing the pews and levelling the floor 
Underfloor heating and new lighting 
A skylight to add daylight and focus 
New audio-visual systems 

 The fund raising position is very encouraging and we are very 
grateful for all the support that we’ve received so far.  In summary we 
now have gifts or pledges amounting to £532k (£216k from Wesley  
members/friends, £215k from the Methodist Circuit, District and  
Connexion and £101k from external grant providers).  The project cost 
estimate stands at £567k, so the funding gap to be filled is currently 
£35k.  We are looking at a number of ways of bridging this shortfall. 
The detailed design package is being issued to six potential construction 
contractors in August, so that competitive tenders can be assessed by 
late September. Wesley Church Council is optimistic that we’ll be able to 
bridge the remaining funding shortfall, commit to a constructor by  
November and commence project works by the start of 2017. 
 More information about the project and future fundraising events 
are given on www.wesleychester.co.uk. We have recently set up the  
option of being able to receive donations online via www.justgiving.com.   
 To mark the 40th anniversary of my appointment as Wesley’s  
Organist, I shall be performing a 5 hour marathon on our splendid  
organ on Saturday October 1st from 10.30am to 3.30pm. Do come to 
some of this if you can.  Donations and sponsorship wil be in aid of  
Project Regenerate! 
 If you shop on-line for goods or services, would you consider  
registering on www.easyfundraising.org.uk and nominating Wesley 
Church Centre, Chester as the cause you wish to support?  Then by  
going via the easyfundraising portal to any of your chosen retailers for on
-line shopping, the retailer will provide a donation (typically between 
0.75% and 3% of the purchase value) to Wesley, at no cost to yourself. 
Any such support would be much appreciated. 

Brian Heald 

http://www.wesleychester.co.uk
http://www.justgiving.com
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk
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Blakelees Songs of Praise 
 

On Sunday 4th September  
at 6-30pm 

Edgar Gregory will lead the  
Service, and Andrew Ellams will 

be playing the organ. 
Please come along and enjoy a good old fashioned sing. 

Norley Methodist Church 
 

FLOWER  FESTIVAL 
 

Theme: Church Life  
and Witness 

 

Friday September 23rd   11am-7pm 
Saturday September 24th 11am – 4pm 

Sunday September 25th     12 noon – 5pm 
 

Please come and join us 
Admission free, Refreshments 
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New  Watercolour Group  
at Wesley, Chester CH1 1DA 

Led by Ken and Jan - local artists 
Try for the first time or come and practise your skills 

All ages and abilities welcome. 
 

No booking required. 
Donation only  
(£3 suggested) 

Every Monday 
1-3pm 

More information 
www.wesleychester.co.uk 

Call Wesley: 01244 323037 

Blakelees  
Methodist 

Church 
We are hosting the Village Ecumenical Harvest Service 

on Sunday 25th September, at 2 o'clock, at  
Old Hall Farm, Old Hall Lane, Newton, Frodsham WA6 6SZ 

Speaker. Rev Pete Rugan, Vicar of Kingsley. 
There will be a mix of old and new Harvest Hymns, 

with live music. 
 

We invite you to come along and join us at this magnificent venue, 
with far reaching views across 
to the Pennines. There are 
superb gardens to wander 
round, and of course plenty of 
home made refreshments. 
All are welcome! 
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Circuit Project 
June 2016 - December 2017 

 

 Cheshire Search And Rescue (CSAR) is a team 
of unpaid volunteers who are on call 24 hours per 
day, 365 days per year and are ready to deploy in any weather. 
CSAR is dependent on donations to maintain and replace  
vehicles and worn or damaged equipment. They receive no  
government funding whatsoever, but need to be well trained and 
equipped to operate effectively and safely.  Last year they were 
called out 39 times to assist Cheshire and North Wales police and 

other statutory emergency 
services. They are proud 
members of the Association 
of Lowland Search and  
Rescue and also train and 
work with local Mountain 
Rescue teams. 
 Cheshire Search and 
Rescue Team was formed 
following the disappearance 

of a teenage girl in 2004 and started as a group of community 
spirited individuals with little more than high visibility jackets and 
torches.  Their work has expanded with the recognition of the 
value of such help for finding more quickly vulnerable people who 
could injure themselves, need medication or be exploited.  The 
team is mainly called out to assist in the search for missing or  
vulnerable people across Cheshire and North Wales.  
 The Circuit has chosen CSAR as its project for 2016-7 and  
the Project was launched at the Circuit Service held at Frodsham 
on 12th June with a talk by Mark Susca, Deputy Team Leader of 
CSAR (4th from left in red in photo p15) with the hope that at 
least £10,000 can be raised, as in the last project. Each church is 
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being asked to help raise as much money as possible to support 
this very worthwhile work.  
 When your church organises an event to raise money  
for the Circuit Project, would you be kind enough to tell  
Alan Johnson (2nd from left) as he is compiling a diary of 

events. Email - johnson365@btinternet.com 

Quiz Night at Caldy Valley 
Neighbourhood Church CH3 5PR 
In aid of the Circuit Project - CSAR 
Saturday 15th October 2016 
7pm  £7.00 per person    
Quiz Setter: Graham Evans 
Bring a team of 6 or come and make up 
teams on the night. Ploughman’s Supper, Prizes & Raffle    
Please give names / numbers to - 
Pauline Jackson (01244 343786) or or Sue Morton (01244 348642)  
by 3rd October please. 


