Easter Offering

Each year, the Methodist Church holds an Easter offering dedication
service. The tradition of the Easter Offering dates back to 1883
when women in Manchester collected £32 from 'Christmas pennies'
at family gatherings on Christmas Day at lunch for Missionary work
overseas.
The idea grew and through gifts great and small, the Easter
Offering has become a significant feature of the World Church. The
2016 service is inspired by the words of Jesus in John 10:10: “I
came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” God created
each child with the potential to use their talents and gifts to the
full yet in many societies and communities, that potential remains
unrealised. This is particularly true of Dalit women and girls living in
Indian society. Dalits, formerly called the untouchables, are those at
the bottom of the caste system. They have chosen the Sanskrit
word ‘Dalit’, meaning crushed, broken, or ground down, to describe
their marginalised, excluded position and status in society. In this
year’s service, we hear three different stories about empowering
Dalit women, educating Dalit girls, and tackling caste-based abuse
of young women. These programmes are supported by the World
Mission Fund.

Caldy Valley 8th May 6.30pm
Easter Offering Circuit Service
led by Mrs Ruth Pickles
Many thanks to all who sent in items this time.
If you have something happening in your church you would like
people to know about or if you would like to contribute articles for the next
edition of the Circuit Newsletter then please get in touch.
(750 words max)
by email to - peter.sandercock@btinternet.com
or ordinary mail to - Peter Sandercock, ’Plas Hyfryd’ Gorsedd,
Holywell, CH8 8QY by 5th May 2016 please!
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From the Superintendent Minister
Dear friends,
I’ve been thinking recently about stories. I’ve just finished a recent
bestseller: ‘The Girl on the Train’, by Paula Hawkins. Falling asleep each
night meant that I was reading a page at a time, and it took me quite a
while to become enthusiastic. Now I’ve started Ian McEwan’s ‘The
Children Act’. Usually I find McEwan heavy going, and then discover a
piece of genius towards the end of his stories which make them worth
the effort. But this time, I’ve been hooked from page 1!
In the cycle of readings in churches, many of the gospel readings
this year are taken from Luke’s gospel. As I have been looking through
his gospel, I have been trying to pay attention to some of the stories
which are unique to Luke. Among them there are 11 parables which we
only find in Luke’s gospel; and many people would say that some of
them are their favourite stories told by Jesus: the Good Samaritan, the
Prodigal Son, and so on.
Good stories have the power to move us. Great stories ‘ring true’,
put into words our own experiences of life, give us insights into someone
else’s world, or help us to see the world in a new light. And that is why
the parables of Jesus remain inspirational for me. As I turn to them time
and time again, they still have the power to challenge my faith and my
attitudes. Whenever I read the parable of the Rich Fool (Luke 12:16-21)
I have to ask myself, “To what extent do I put my trust in material
things, rather than trusting in God’s care for me?” I cannot read the
parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:30-37) comfortably; wondering
if as a Superintendent Minister I would always stop on my way to
church, and risk being late for leading worship — even if confronted by
someone in need? And still I am moved by the parable of the Prodigal
Son (Luke 15: 11-31). Even in the face of my own lack of trust, and of
my own failure to show Christlike compassion, I can still have confidence
in the God who looks out for me each day — longing for my return
(either from waywardness like that of the younger son, or from selfrighteousness like that of the older one) to His gentle and joyous
embrace.
I encourage you to take another look at the stories of Jesus; and
see what you discover for yourself!
Yours in Christ,
Neil
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Concerts at Hoole Methodist Church,
Hamilton Street, Chester.

Sunday 20th March, 3pm

CONCERT & CAKE – An hour’s musical entertainment by our
Choir Fellowship and guest soloist Helen Anderson (Soprano)
followed by refreshments.

Admission Free – Donations Appreciated

Saturday 7th May, 7.30pm

Ernie Evans Memorial Concert – GRAHAM ECCLES
(Piano/Organ) with songs by Angie & John Evans
Tickets £7 (reserved in advance) or £10 at the door.

Saturday 4th June, 7.30pm

CABARET & CAKE
A variety of music in our Church Hall seated at tables with
refreshments (booking essential)
Tickets £7
Further details on any of the above from

John Evans 07939-645688 or
angiejohnevans@uwclub.net

Hamilton Street Choir Fellowship Fridays 7pm – 9pm
We’re still growing in fellowship and numbers:
“Just what I was looking for” is how one person recently
described the experience. “Amazing Fellowship & Good Sing” is
how those who keep coming back describe it.
If you’d enjoy singing in a relaxed environment, you’ll love our Friday
evenings or if you’d prefer to play the piano, you’d also be
very welcome.

Further details from John Evans 07939-645688
angiejohnevans@uwclub.net
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Music around the Circuit
MUSIC at WESLEY

ST JOHN STREET, CHESTER

Lunchtime Concerts 12.45 - 1.30pm
March 1st
March 8th
March 15th

AERIS PIANO TRIO
SELIM UNGUT (Piano)
LIONEL CLARKE (Cello),
BRIAN HEALD (Piano)
March 22nd CHETHAM’S SCHOOL OF
MUSIC BRASS ENSEMBLES
March 29th JOHN BUSH (Trumpet),
BRIAN HEALD (Piano)
April 5th
BRIAN HEALD (Piano)
April 12th
GORDON PULLIN (Tenor),
ROGER FISHER (Piano)
April 19th
JESSICA ZHU (Piano)
April 26th
CHETHAM’S SCHOOL
OF MUSIC PIANISTS
May 3rd
THE BLECH QUINTET
performs Schubert’s ‘Trout’ Quintet
May 10th
ROGER FISHER (Piano)

Retiring Collection in aid of Wesley Church Centre
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The Journey

(of the Uniting Church in Garden Lane)

When Peter Linsey joined the “Tin Chapel” in Whipcord Lane as
Lay Pastor, Reverend Malcolm Maymand was Minister at “Garden Lane.”
The relationship between the two churches was more competitive than
collaborative. They were divided by the Canal. The ladies at Whipcord
Lane kept an ear open as to how much more Garden Lane had raised at
their sale of work than they had.
For those at Sealand Road URC (Whipcord Lane) the situation
changed when in their Bible Studies, they read in the Book of Nehemiah
the way in which the people of Jerusalem were hemmed in by opposing
forces, and equated this with the isolation which churches sometimes
feel by the advancing influence of secularisation. Peter Linsey said “Do
we not need to talk with the Methodists across the canal about working
together?” At this point he talked with the new Minister at Garden Lane,
Reverend Gwyneth Owen who said that they were thinking that way too.
That’s how our journey began.
There were disappointments and false starts yet a growing sense
of purpose and calling. Joining in with the newly formed Canal Basin
Forum we wondered if a new united church could be part of the new
development in the Canal Basin, half way between the two churches.
Talks took place with YMCA who were keen to develop a recreational
side to a Church cum Community Centre. Outline Plans were drawn up,
but neither the Canal Basin Forum, nor the URC Property Committee was
in favour, so we had to move on. We kept on talking and we did more
worshipping together, supported one another in different ways, even to
attending one another’s Sales of Work! Both Churches went through a
period of modernising their building, Garden Lane, disposing of their
pews and refurbishing with carpeting and matching chairs. Whipcord
Lane by turning the church round and making it dual purpose with
portable screens. Would we become one Church and if so which building
would we use? Perhaps both? Gwyneth moved away and Reverend
Claire Heald became Minister at Garden Lane, so we entered another
phase of the journey.
Claire’s earliest recollections were joint bible study meetings held
alternately at each other’s premises providing a good opportunity to get
to know one another better. It was also felt that the time had come to
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share more regularly in worship together on a Sunday.
So we began to hold united services once a month either at
Garden Lane at 10am or 4pm at Whipcord Lane. The most important
event in Claire’s time was a special service held in 2003 at the URC
chapel where we signed a Declaration of Intent to become one church.
Reverend Graham Cook the URC Moderator attended as did Reverend
Angus Duncan, Peter as Lay Pastor, Claire and Reverend Martyn Skinner
as acting Methodist Superintendent at the time.
Around that time we held a big meeting of both congregations to
discuss various ways forward and there was a long discussion about
possible new names for the uniting church. One suggestion was Canal
Basin Community Church but since we didn’t know where we were
going to be located no decision was made. It would be fair to say that
on the whole in an official sense things moved at a snail’s pace and yet
in so many ways at grass roots level we were really doing an awful lot
together. Many hours were spent, particularly by Peter, wading through
papers on the constitution which turned out to be a false trail since
we were told we couldn’t progress any further until we were in one
building. This not surprisingly was a major obstacle. In May 2004 we
hired the Deaf Centre with the thought that perhaps neutral ground
might be the answer. However that was a step too far. Many thought
we had two buildings already to choose from – why complicate things
further?
Claire handed over to Reverend Margaret Banks in September of
that year and Margaret continued with the patterns that had been set.
The sequence of Methodist Ministers brought us Reverend Frank Earle
for a while and also the counsel of Angus Duncan, URC Minister at
Hoole, we continued to grow closer together, beginning to worship
together on alternate weeks using both buildings. We held joint Church
Meetings, making decisions together. We had become one church with
two buildings and no certificate. Talking of Certificates, we had two
members of Sealand Road URC married at Garden Lane because the
other building had never had a certificate to hold weddings.
There were then two developments about which we had no
control. It was decided by the denominations that as we were in effect
one church, the Sealand Road URC would not be linked any more with
Hoole but the one church would be linked with Caldy Valley, already an
4

Holy Week Events 2016
Tuesday 22nd March

7pm at Kelsall Evening prayer US with St Phillips
7.30pm at the Hurst, Kingsley. Music and Images for Holy Week

Maundy Thursday 24th March

Caldy Valley 6.30pm A meal and Holy Communion
with Rev’d Graham Evans
Tarvin 6.30pm with Rev’d Adam Friend. This will begin with a
simple supper of soup and bread
Wesley 6.30pm Maundy Thursday Meal
Frodsham 7pm. A simple supper with passion readings
Kelsall 7pm. Supper and worship with Rev’d Sue Levitt
Blakelees 7.30pm with Rev’d Steve Santry
Hoole 7.30pm Holy Communion with Rev’d David Goodwin
Saltney 7.30pm Holy Communion with Rev’d David Speed
7.30pm United Service at St Peter’s Waverton

Good Friday 25th March

9am at St Phillips, Kelsall followed by walk of witness at
10am to Kelsall MC for hot cross buns and service at 11am
10am at St Paul’s Helsby. This service will be followed by a
Walk of Witness to Helsby MC where refreshments and hot
cross buns will be served.
10.30am US at Hoole URC
Chester City Passion will happen in three locations beginning
with the Cross (outside St Peter’s) at 10.30am. This involves
Churches Together in Chester and will be produced by Matt
Baker.
Norley 11am at Norley with Rev’d Sue Levitt
11am US at St Andrew’s Tarvin with Rev’d Denise Harding

(continued on page 24)
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south; and there are horticultural training courses as well.
Perhaps other skill training might follow?
Styal is easy to get to from our circuit: by car, M56 to
Ringway, but drive past the Airport on signs for Heald Green/
Cheadle. At the T junction and traffic lights turn right and the
Prison is on the left just beyond the village centre.
You need to book, for either lunch, afternoon tea or the
Gourmet Dinner on Wednesday nights. Styal also does breakfasts, handy if you land at the airport ! See the Styal website at
www,theclinkcharity.org/the-clink-restaurant/styal-cheshire.
The menu link is below the blurb and main picture.
Ring 01625 553 146 to book.
It's a very nice experience, and a charity I feel we as
Christians should support.
Lawrence Wood

(From page 25)

11am Good Friday outdoor witness on Tarporley High Street
12noon Waverton - Procession of the Cross.
Wesley 12 - 3pm Good Friday reflection
Saughall 2pm Saughall with Rev’d David Speed
Chester Cathedral 7.30pm The theme is, ‘The women of the
passion’ and the preacher will be Bishop Libby Lane

Easter Sunday

Tarporley 8am Outdoor Sunrise Service at Portal Rise.

If your church is not holding a service,
you will be very welcome at any of the above
24

established
Methodist / URC LEP
Church. Together we
sought a Joint Minister
and Rev’d Martin Hardy
from the URC tradition
became our Minister.
The second
development was the
formation of a strong
and vibrant local
Community Group
called the “Garden
Quarter”. It was clear
that they would need a community meeting place and their needs
might be better served with the Garden Lane Church building at its
hub. The Sealand Road URC congregation made the decision to close
their building permanently and worship every week as one church in
Garden Lane just a few months after celebrating, in 2009 a 100 years
of worship and witness in the “Tin Chapel.” That decision being
made on the understanding that the “Drop In” for homeless people
which “The Light Project” staffed on a Wednesday could be accommodated in Garden Lane, and the Community Charity Coffee Mornings which had been held at Whipcord Lane, could be carried on.
Garden Lane welcomed these aspects of our witness and they have
prospered here with the tremendous support of the local community.
So we became “an item”, jumped over the brush and lived
openly out of wedlock together. There comes a time however when
you need the certificate and to proudly display New Notice Boards to
the outside world. Our present Minister, Reverend David Goodwin has
guided us to where we are now.
It has been a long, slow, process. Perhaps it would be fitting
at this point in our continuing journey to remember words from
Nehemiah the prophet who sparked things off in those early days:
“The joy of the Lord is your strength.” May those words give
courage and confidence as we seek to fulfil God’s purposes here in
this community.
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Christian Aid Week 15th-21st May 2016

For many years in our house, the month of May has been
dominated by Christian Aid Week. Red envelopes and red bags, lots
of phone calls to find collectors take over…….so much so that our daughter
was 18 before she realised that the preparation, the collection and the
counting of money were things that did not affect 99.99% of the population, she thought it was the norm! But the fact is that it’s the charity’s
major fundraising event of the year. 20,000 churches around the country
join in an act of witness and caring and Christian Aid depends on the
income raised to support its many projects around the world.
Soon it will be May again and highly likely that someone in your
church will be asking you to offer a few hours of your time to help the
poorest of the poor. I see this task as part of our mission as followers of
Christ who had a heart for the poor and who encouraged us to go out of
our way to help each other.
So this article comes with a plea; when
someone asks you to help with the Christian
Aid House to House Collection, instead of
finding a reason why you can’t do it you
grasp it as an opportunity to offer yourself to
the work of God and his Kingdom. It is a challenge, no-one finds it easy,
but it is necessary important work which puts God’s love into action.
Here are a few suggestions for people who find it hard to make that
first step of offering to help:
…find a friend to share the task with; not necessarily someone from
your church but someone with a heart for the poor,
… if you belong to a prayer or Bible study group consider doing some
collecting as a group, meeting together before you go out for a prayer and
coming back together at the end of the session for a coffee and a chat
about how you got on, encouraging one another.
Some other ideas to raise funds and awareness of Christian Aid Week
and the charity’s work:
● hold a Big Brekkie event (see the Christian Aid website)
● have a coffee morning at home and invite your neighbours to
make a donation to Christian Aid
● bake some cakes and sell them at work
● take a few envelopes and give friends, neighbours and relations
the opportunity to donate if they live in streets which are not covered
by the house to house collection.
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A Restaurant With A Difference

I wonder whether you have heard of the "Clink Restaurant" ?
It certainly is "with a difference", yet the food and the service is
equivalent to dining in say a four-star hotel. It certainly is a place
to visit - for perhaps a slightly special occasion?
The nearest one opened in Spring 2015 in the front part of
Styal (Womens') Prison, in the former chapel building which is
situated by the public car park outside the prison fencing. You may
have guessed by now that the "Clink Restaurant" is staffed by
women prisoners.
My wife and I were taken there by my Sister-in-Law a little
before Christmas and I have to say it was a very nice experience.
The chapel has been suitably transformed for the restaurant, but
retains enough to make its original use obvious. Part has been
equipped with a kitchen, as in a good hotel, so you can see the
food being prepared.
Your coats may be cloak-roomed, Damask serviettes perfecting table layout, comfortable chairs and attentive service were our
introduction. The food was excellently cooked, served in cuisine
fashion, and from a quality menu with reasonable choice. We
heard food was locally sourced. Certainly nothing was allowed to
diminish a high-class experience. On the table was a folded leaflet
explaining the purpose and charity status of the restaurant.
The staff are people who are coming near the end of their
sentence, and who wish to train for City & Guilds N.V.Q. qualifications in the catering trade; both as chefs and waitresses.
Obviously they are also suitable people likely to benefit from the
training. They are unobtrusively being monitored in how they deal
with the customers.
The restaurant is run by the "Clink Charity", an organisation
that has been set up to give training, to help successful ones into
jobs and mentor them after leaving prison. It is able to boast of
success. and with a significantly small re-offending rate amongst
its clients. There are presently three other restaurants, in the
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Advance Notice

Advance Notice

Advance Notice

Advance Notice

As part of Kelsall’s 200th Anniversary Celebrations
the Vice President Dr Jill Barber will be preaching on

12th June at 10.30am

A warm welcome is extended to all!
There will be no Village Praise in March but
those who are able, are invited to take part in
a Walk of Witness on Good Friday 25th
March which will start at 10.30am from
St Cuthbert’s Mouldsworth and proceed to
St John’s Ashton. Village Praise will recommence on 17th April
with a further one planned on May 15th.

Ashton Village Praise.

A good opportunity to meet with old friends and
to make new ones.

We meet on Sundays at 4pm in the Parish Room,
West End for a short worship service, good
fellowship, tea, coffee and cakes.

For further details please contact Deacon John Clarke 01829 759241

johnforester@talktalk.net

Advance Notice
(A date for your diary)

Saturday 2nd July at
Saltney Methodist Church

Strawberry Tea Dance
3pm - 6pm
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Rev’d Denise Harding
I have been invited by Revd Neil Stacey to pass on
the news of my move to a new station/appointment from
September 1st 2016.
I will be moving to the Cheshire South Circuit with
responsibility for four churches which make up the Rope Green
Mission Area. I am on sabbatical from ministry (given to all
ministers in the active work in their 10th and then 7th
subsequent years) from 1st May until 31st July, and will be
likely to be moving from Frodsham in the first or second week
of August.
It is my 40th birthday this year, and I would like to extend
an invitation to those of you who have been generous in your
unwavering love and support for me to drop into the Manse
(41 Fairways, Frodsham, WA6 7RU) on my birthday, Saturday
April 23rd, between 2pm and 5pm for tea and cakes. I have
asked for no gifts, however if you wish to give anything I would
very gratefully accept donations towards my trip of a lifetime –
going to the Holy Land later this year.
I wish you all well for the future, and send you my very
best wishes.
Revd Denise Harding
● tell all the groups which meet on your premises about Christian
Aid and its work and ask them to make a contribution.
● hold a collection in a local supermarket (local Co-ops can be
good for this).
Christian Aid needs YOU. Please do what you can this Christian Aid
Week remembering that Jesus said, ‘ whatever you did for the least of
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’
For more information and resources go to www.christianaid.org.uk or
contact the Warrington Office tel. 01925 573 769.

Katy Rowe. Saltney Methodist Church and
member of the Chester Christian Aid Committee.
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“The Inextinguishable Flame”
in St Laurence’s, Frodsham
“Human goodness is a flame
that can be hidden but never
extinguished” wrote Nelson

Mandela in his autobiography.
On Palm Sunday, 20th March,
Churches Together in Frodsham
are going to take that powerful
statement of his belief in goodness
and love and, through stories and
music, are going to discover
through the lives of both ordinary
and extraordinary people that that
flame is indeed inextinguishable. We will discover that through
human lives, coping with birth, life and death, we can see the
love of God and the presence of the Risen Christ.

The Inextinguishable Flame is a story of the Work of God

presented in dramatic form. The Christian faith is about
ancient truths and present signs of God at work. In this
‘Liturgical Drama’ Biblical truths are read once again and
contemporary stories are told, through songs and drama, to
help us discover God’s activity today.
Over 60 people will be taking part, not just from Frodsham and
Helsby but also from other churches across from Manchester to
Liverpool. The youngest participant will be 8 years old and the
oldest will be - a few years older!
Rev’d David Copley

When I say, I have met with the God of our Ancestors, and they ask
who you are, what am I to tell them?” God was not going to be
caught out this way. He knew that Moses knew his ancestral name,
‘Elohim’ and so he posed to Moses a riddle, which would answer his
question but raise more questions. In any case Moses had framed his
question so the request was not just for a label but for insight into
God’s nature. God said “I WILL BE AS I WILL BE, that is my Name for
ever.” In the Hebrew language the verb ‘to be’ bears an active, forward going sense. It looks forward into the future unlike, in English,
where it stays solidly fixed in the present.
Ever since I have been able to read the Bible for myself I have
been fascinated by these words, translated as I AM WHO I AM,
rendered in capital letters in our English versions. What do these
words mean? How are we to understand them? Our names mean
something. My name, Philip, is said to mean lover of horses. The two
syllables, Phil and Ip, relate to the Greek words Love and Horse
respectively. Needless to say, that is where the resemblance ends.
On the other hand the meaning of the holy name of God carries with
it a prospect for the future. When our children used to ask “what’s for
dinner?” Their mother would often reply, “wait and see.” I like to
understand the Name God gave to Moses in that way. God is saying
to Moses, “You know me now by what I am. You will know me by
what I am going to be. Stick with me because I am the future. Trust
me because I know what I am doing, where I am going.”
At the burning bush, Moses stood near the beginning of
salvation history. The Passover, the Exodus, crossing the Red Sea,
have become a paradigm of the Cross and the Resurrection, the
Redemption wrought by that far greater Moses, the Lord Jesus Christ.
God’s Name, spoken to Moses, is lit up as it were in neon lights for
our generation.
Finally, this name of God is a name for the times in which we
live. Wherever we look, politically, economically there is uncertainty.
Our trust in the God who will be as he will be gives us a sure
foundation, a place to stand when everything else is crumbling
around us.
Philip J Duke

Helsby MC 13.2.16

8
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What’s in a Name? (continued)

In Exodus chapters 2 and 3, Moses, the future leader of Israel,
was on the run. He had committed murder in Egypt in the mistaken
belief that he was doing his people a service by starting a revolution
against the oppression of their Egyptian overlords. He could not face
the consequences, so he reckoned he had better get out. His position
was anomalous. He had been given a Jewish upbringing, consistent
with his Jewish parenthood, but he was regarded as the son of
Pharaoh’s daughter, which, if he had behaved himself, would have
marked him out for a high position in Pharaoh’s court.
In course of time he found employment in the desert looking
after the sheep of his father-in-law, Jethro, whose daughter,
Zipporah, he had married. His job was a simple one, all he had to do
was to find pasture for the sheep and make sure that they were fed
and watered every day. He had plenty of time to think about his life
and consider his future. In this frame of mind, he saw, amid the
desert vegetation, smoke rising from a bushfire. That in itself was not
surprising. The desert sand was oily in places and bushfires were
quite common, but this one was different. There was smoke and fire
but the bush seemed no worse for it. Suddenly he was stopped in his
tracks by a voice calling, “Moses, Moses take off your sandals, the
ground you are standing on is Holy.” He did so. The voice continued,
“I am the God of your ancestors, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and I
have a job for you. Your people have been crying to me bitterly for
deliverance from the slavery of Egypt. Moses, it is your job to go back
to Egypt, speak with Pharaoh, and bring my people out of Egypt.”
Moses was dumbfounded. “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh
and rescue the Israelites out of Egypt?” We can understand Moses’
position, he had already had a go off his own bat at an Egyptian and
had ended up in exile. The last thing he wanted was to go back there
again. He enjoyed being a shepherd and was quite happy where he
was, thank you very much. So the conversation went on back and
forth, to and fro, Moses declining, God insisting and becoming more
and more exasperated until eventually Moses threw his last punch,
thinking, “If I can get his name, that will give me the power to refute
his arguments.” So, he asked, all innocently, “What is your Name?
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Seated Exercise classes

in the Upper Room at Wesley
11.15 – 12.00 pm
Tuesday, 8th March
Tuesday, 22nd March
£3.50 per session (first session free!)

Hoole Methodist Church,
Hamilton Street

Open Door Lunches
at Norley Methodist
Church

Saturdays 10am – 11.30am
“Tea, Coffee &
Toasted Teacakes”

Wednesdays
Thursdays
9th Mar
24th Mar
13th Apr
28th Apr
11th May
26th May
Meals at noon & cost £4.50.
Everyone welcome but contact
Ruth (01928 788071) or
Joan (01606 301198)
by the Sunday before, to book
your place.

All are Welcome
More details from John Evans
07939-645688 or
angiejohnevans@uwclub.net

Kelsall Lunches
Third Thursdays 12 - 1.45pm
17th March, 21st April
and 19th May.
Contact a steward to book in or to ask
for more details
Out and About in March, April & May
9

Saltney Methodist Church
Breakfast / Brunch
10am - 12noon
Saturday 23rd April

All are welcome to drop in
at any time to have breakfast / brunch with us.

Bring a friend!

Little Story Time at Wesley
Every Tuesday at 12.30pm in Term Time

Tiny Tunes
Rhyme time for babies & little ones
Mondays & Fridays 11-11.30am in term time

Lent Studies - below is a selection of events happening across
the Circuit & District during Lent - for your information.
Lenten Lunches at Helsby.
Joint Service at 12.00pm on Wednesdays followed by a simple lunch.
The theme is ‘Stations of the Cross’.
2nd March HMC, 9th March St Paul's Helsby, 16th March HMC
Englesea Brook Wed 2nd, Wed 9th & Wed 16th
Noon to 2pm Lent Soup & Study
Tue 15th & Wed 16th at All Saints Hoole; Chester Bible Focus
with Rob Munro
Mon 21st & Tue 22nd at All Saints Hoole; Chester Bible Focus
with Jonathan Lamb
Lent Course at Tarvin MC
The topic is: “People who met Christ” All meetings are at TMC
and begin at 7.30pm.
1st March Joseph of Aramathea
8th March Pilate’s wife
15th March Simon Peter
22nd March Mary Magdalene

Helsby Methodist Church invites you and your family to Hungry Church.

Come to Wesley and make Palm Branches for the Chester
City Passion on Good Friday on the
following dates:
Wednesday, 9th March : 10.30 – 12.30 pm
Tuesday, 15th March : 1.00 – 3.00 pm
Monday, 21st March : 2.00 – 4.00 pm
This is for all ages and takes place in the hall at
Wesley, using paints and glitter.
10

This is a new fun, interactive service for all ages with games, puppets
and craft. The theme for the next few months is ‘Following Jesus’
Last Sunday of each month: 27th March -:Easter 24th April - Worshipping Together, 29th May - Learning Together, 26th June - Showing
Jesus’ Love, 31st July - Telling Others
This service supports the Food Bank
For more information - Phone 01928 727217
Email: hmcadmin@btinternet.com
or Visit www.helsbymethodist.org
19

Diary Dates March to May 2016
March
Tue 1st
Sun 6th

Sat 12th
Sun 13th
Mon 14th
Tue 15th
Sun 20th
Fri 25th
Sun 27th
Mon 28th
29th March

April

St David's Day
Mothering Sunday ’All We can’ initiative “Celebrating Women”
10.30 am at Englesea Brook: Talk - ‘The Bible Christians’
with Revd Steve Wild, President of the Conference
District Rally at Longton Methodist Central Hall ST3 2JH
6.30pm led by Rev’d Steve Wild & Dr Jill Barber.
Commonwealth Day
Noon to 1pm: Hurst Soup Lunch in aid of CRY
(Cardiac Risk in the Young)
7.45 for 8.00 pm: Hurst Guild. Revd Steve Santry
“On the road to Santiago de Compostela”
Palm Sunday
Good Friday
EASTER DAY Clocks go forward
Bank Holiday
to the 3rd April - ECG Conference Scarborough 2016

A Heart for the Nations ECG = Equipping, Calling, Going

Mon 11th Noon to 1pm: Hurst Soup Lunch in aid of
NW Air Ambulance
Tue 19th Local Preachers' meeting
Sat 23rd St George’s Day

May

Mon 2nd
Thu 5th
Sun 8th
Mon 9th

Bank Holiday
Ascension
Caldy Valley EASTER OFFERING (see p28)
Noon to 1pm: Hurst Soup Lunch in aid of the
Gurkha Welfare Trust
Sun 15th Pentecost
15th to 22nd Christian Aid Week
Sun 22nd Trinity Sunday
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Kelsall Film Night - ‘Flicks in the Sticks’

‘Everest’

Friday 11th March

‘Brooklyn’

Friday 1st April

‘Bridge of Spies’

Friday 6th May

7.30pm Admission: £4.00 on the door.
Enquiries: 01829 752548
Doors open at 7.00pm. Refreshments available.

Tiverton Anniversary
Sunday 3rd April
2.30pm
with Rev’d Denise Harding
All Welcome

Knit & Natter at Garden Lane
This community group meets on the first Tuesday of the
month in the lounge at Garden Lane from 2.15pm. New
members always welcome.
Contact Pat Linsey on 01244 320562

Messy Church across the Circuit
Happens at Caldy Valley, Kelsall, Tarvin and the
Hurst.
Messy Church is a form of church for children
and adults that involves creativity, celebration
and hospitality.
See the Plan for details.
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Out and About in March, April & May

Saughall
Coffee Mornings

CHRISTLETON
METHODIST CHURCH

3rd March Lent Lunch

Wednesdays
10.30am - noon

12 Noon - 1.30pm
A simple lunch of home-made
soup, cheese, bread and fruit for
Christian Aid.
----------------Prayer Lunch every first
Thursday of the month.

9th & 23rd March
13th & 27th April
11th & 25th May

12 noon to 1.30pm

(surplus proceeds to Christian Aid)

Prayer Requests
Welcomed
7th April & 5th May

Garden Lane
Uniting Church
Chester

Tarvin Woodland Trust Plant Sale
& TMC Coffee Morning

Saturday 14th May
10am - Noon
An excellent selection of shrubs,
perennials, & annuals for tubs
and hanging baskets...
with Cakes, tea & coffee
and not forgetting
Bacon Butties.
All are welcome
Bring a Friend!

Saltney Methodist Church

Plant Sale
Saturday May 21st
10am - Noon

Community Coffee
Mornings 10.30am - 12 noon

Admission £2 includes
Fairtrade tea or coffee &
a cake or scone
Saturday 5th March

With Cake Stall

for LIVE

Saturday 2nd April

& Bacon & Egg baps!

For Dee House

Saturday 7th May

All are welcome

For Christian Aid
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Frodsham Methodist Church

will present a

on Friday 22nd April 2016 in the Church Hall,
Kingsley Road, at 7.30pm
Teams of six (Supper included) Raffle
Entry £5 per person, pay on the night

Muster a team and join us for what is
always a good night out!

Teams must reserve a table in advance of the night as
space is limited. To book your table, please email:

margjacks35@gmail.com
or ring 01928 732067
Proceeds will be split between our church charity,
the Boaz Trust ( boaztrust.org.uk)
and our church funds
A lunch club is held on the first Wednesday of
the month at our Church Hall on Kingsley
Road, Frodsham, WA6 6BA. The ‘soup and
pudd’ lunch is served at 12.30pm prompt, with
doors open to welcome you from 12 noon. Whilst tea and
coffee is served, we have an informal 'fun quiz'. The suggested
donation towards lunch costs is £3.
If you would like to come along and join us, you will be made
very welcome, so give it a try! To find out a little more, or to
reserve a place, please ring the co-ordinator Marg Jacks on:
01928 732067 or email: margjacks35@gmail.com
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Don’t Forget

Sales at Wesley

Frodsham Methodist Church Lunch Club

Fairtrade
Fortnight
29th Feb - 13th Mar

Sit down for
breakfast, stand
up for
farmers!

13

Something Understood
...is the title of a new book by Graham Evans published late
in 2015. A rather lighter read than his previous work
(Disabled Church? 2009) it combines autobiography with
reflection on Christian discipleship and a sprinkling of
Graham’s distinctive humour. The book is subtitled
“Reflections on Discipleship and Disability” but the hope is
that readers will relate to some of the shared experiences,
whether they see themselves as able-bodied or disabled.
‘Something Understood’ will retail at £7.99 .
To order a copy / copies please contact Graham Evans at
18 Round Hill Meadow, Chester CH3 5TU
or send email to

dadrev52@aol.com

Don’t forget to include your
name and address and ask about
postage and packing if needed.

Any surplus after costs
have been met will be
donated to
The Refugee Council.
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