Ruach Retreat

Llys Gwynt, Old Mill Road, Dwygyfylchi,
LL34 6TB

A PLACE TO BE

David Ray and Zoya Zuvcenko moved to Llys Gwynt in May
2015 to fulfil a dream of opening their home to those seeking
space. Llys Gwynt is a mile off the A55 and 4 miles west of
Conwy. It is set at the foot of the Sychnant Pass amid low hills
and green pastures. There are many walks from the cottage.
David and Zoya offer various options for retreatants.
Day Retreats
For groups of up to ten people wanting to talk, study and pray.
Reading/Study retreat days
For individuals needing to find a quiet relaxing environment.
Short residential retreats
For individuals wanting two or three days away.
Please email or phone for further details and to let us know

your needs. Email either
dray1@btinternet.com or support@zoya-etc.co.uk
Telephone 01492 622279
Many thanks to all who sent in items this time.
If you have something happening in your church you would like
people to know about or if you would like to contribute articles for the
next edition of the Circuit Newsletter then please get in touch.
(750 words max)
by email to - peter.sandercock@btinternet.com
or ordinary mail to - Peter Sandercock, ’Plas Hyfryd’ Gorsedd,
Holywell, CH8 8QY by 5th February 2016 please!
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From the Superintendent Minister
Dear Friends,
It is easy for us to skip over the season of Advent, in a rush to
get to the joy of Christmas, with the warmth of familiar carols
and nativity stories.
Yet the waiting of Advent has a great deal to teach us. There is
much for us to learn on the Advent road. The mistake is for us
to think that the good news of the birth of Christ comes to us
‘out of nowhere’ and arrives as an ‘instant cure’ for every ill.
Those who are caught up in the world’s pain today will, quite
rightly, find such suggestions shallow and hollow.
The prophets of the Old Testament spoke about people living
under the shadows of danger and oppression. They encouraged
people to long for a day when God would show a new path of
peace; but they were also clear that the way needed to be
prepared by turning away from injustice and turning with
kindness towards the poor and needy. Luke tells the story of
Anna, a prophetess who had been widowed after just 7 years
of marriage, and who worshipped and prayed night and day
until she was 84 years old, before recognising God in the child
of Mary and Joseph.
So the Christmas story is not detached from the struggles of
our world. It was into such a world as ours that Christ was
born. It is into this world — the world as we know it, with all its
mess, conflict and complexity — that God comes in Jesus as
Saviour. It is into our darkness — as individuals and as a
human family — that the light of Christ shines.
2

Concerts at Hoole Methodist Church,
Hamilton Street, Chester.

Friday 4th December, 7.30pm
NIGEL OGDEN (BBC RADIO 2’S ORGANIST ENTERTAINS)
Tickets £8 (reserved in advance) or £10 at the door.
Monday 21st December, 7.30pm
CHRISTMAS CONCERT – Choir, Carols & Candles
Tickets £6 at the door.
Saturday 23rd January, 7.30pm
CHESTER VOCALE – directed by Philip Stopford
Tickets £7 (reserved in advance) or £10 at the door.
Saturday 20th February, 7.30pm
THE CITY OF CHESTER MALE VOICE CHOIR & GUESTS
Tickets £7 (reserved in advance) or £10 at the door.

Further details on any of the above from

John Evans 07939-645688 or
angiejohnevans@uwclub.net

Hamilton Street Choir Fellowship Fridays 7pm – 9pm
We’re still growing in fellowship and numbers:
“Just what I was looking for” is how one person recently
described the experience. “Amazing Fellowship & Good Sing” is
how those who keep coming back describe it.
If you’d enjoy singing in a relaxed environment, you’ll love
our Friday evenings.
If you’d prefer to play the piano, you’d also be very welcome.

Further details from John Evans 07939-645688
angiejohnevans@uwclub.net
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Music around the Circuit
MUSIC at WESLEY

ST JOHN STREET, CHESTER

Lunchtime
Concerts 12.45 - 1.30pm

22nd December a Christmas Concert with a programme of
Christmas songs and organ music from Claire and Brian Heald.
Jan 5th
Jan 12th
Jan 19th
Jan 26th
Feb 2nd
Feb 9th
Feb 16th
Feb 23rd

HAYLEY PARKES (Piano)
JEREMY & BRIAN HEALD (Piano Duet)
CHETHAM’S SCHOOL OF MUSIC
INSTRUMENTALISTS
HEATHER HEIGHWAY (Soprano) TIM KENNEDY (Piano)
ALISON LORAM (Violin), CHRISTOPHER SYMONS (Piano)
CHETHAM’S SCHOOL OF MUSIC PIANISTS
LOUIE McIVER (Piano)
DUNCAN ANDERSON (Viola), LEANNE CODY (Piano)

Retiring Collection in aid of Wesley Church Centre

That is the good news. But that is not the end of the story.
Matthew writes about Herod’s massacre of children in his lust to
remain in power. The Romans too were ruthless in the face of
any perceived threat to their Empire. So the child in the
manger, who became a refugee in order to escape Herod’s
brutality, was nailed to a cross by those who wanted to show
their earthly power.
Yet the last word was, and is, with God’s word of love: raising
Christ to new life, and opening the way for all of us to find new
relationships, with God and with each other.
Yes, this is good news! But it calls us to costly living (and, if
needs be, dying). We need to be people who do not simply wait
passively for God to come and ‘fix it all’. We need to be people
who long for God’s peace; who can then recognise it when we
see glimpses of it, and who will stand firm in living it out in our
dealings with others.
Yours in Christ,

Neil

Christmas Concert at Wesley

'Some Christmas Sparkle' presented by

the Vale Royal Singers

Director Margaret Corlett - Organist Brian Heald

Poetry Reading David Whitley together with the
Queen's Young Voices
Come and enjoy an evening of Christmas Carols, Songs,
Poems, Music... and Mince Pies
Tickets £8 (Under 18s £5)
from the Wesley Church Centre 01244 323037
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Christmas Eve & Christmas Day Services

Haphazard by Starlight
This Advent I will be using
Janet Morley's collection
of poems Haphazard by
Starlight as part of this
important time of waiting
and preparation.
The collection includes a
poem a day from different writers, including Rowan Williams,
R.S Thomas, U.A Fanthorpe and T.S.Eliot, followed by
a commentary and reflection by Janet Morley and a question to
guide your thoughts and prayers for the day inspired by the
theme of the poem.
On Fridays 4th, 11th, and 18th December at 12.30 in Wesley,
Chester we will set aside half an hour in the worship area to
read aloud the poems of the previous days and offer an
opportunity to share our own reflections and prayer inspired by
the material.

If you would like to join us and you are in Chester on
those Friday lunchtimes in Advent, please just turn up,
there is no need to let us know in advance.
If you would like to use the material yourself at home, then
Janet Morley's Haphazard by Starlight: A poem a day from
Advent to Epiphany is published by SPCK at £9.99 and is
available to order through bookshops and online.
The Methodist Book Centre in Hanley, Stoke can order it and
send it to you - please contact them on 01782 212146 or at
www.CRfL.co.uk
Christine Dutton
4

Christmas Eve
Bretton
Caldy Valley
Helsby
Hoole
Kelsall
Kelsall St Philips
Kingsley Hurst
Saltney
Saughall
Tarporley
Tarporley
Wesley
Christmas Day
Bunbury
Caldy Valley
Chapel Fields
Christleton
Frodsham
Helsby
Hoole
Kelsall
Kingsley Hurst
Norley
Rowton
Saltney
Tarporley
Tarvin
Wesley

6.30pm Mr Les Blake - coffee & mince pies
4pm Carols around the Tree - Rev’d David Goodwin
4pm Christingle Rev’d Steve Santry
9.15pm US at Hoole URC Rev’d David Goodwin (S)
6.30pm Rev’d Sue Levitt (S)
11pm US Rev’d Sue Levitt
11.15pm Rev’d Steve Santry
11.30pm Rev’d David Speed (S)
6.30pm Family Carols with Rev’d David Speed
3.30pm Carols on the High Street with Tarporley
Churches
11.30pm Watchnight Service Pastor Nic Willis (S)
12noon Carol Singing in the Coffee Bar
12.15pm Family Nativity Rev’d Christine Dutton
10am Mr Mike Ridley
9.45am All Age Service Rev’d David Goodwin
11am & 11.30am Rev’d Denise Harding
10.30am Family with Rev’d Christine Dutton
10.00am Family Service Mr Andrew Ellams
10.30am Family Service Worship Leaders
10.45am All Age Service - Rev’d David Goodwin
10.30am Miss Heather Rowland
10am Rev’d Steve Santry
9.30am All Age Celebration Rev’d Sue Levitt
At Christleton 10.30am
10am Rev’d David Speed
10am Family Service Pastor Nic Willis
11am Rev’d Sue Levitt
10am All Age Service with Rev’d Neil Stacey

If your church is not holding a service,
you will be very welcome at any of the above.
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Christmas Events 2015
Tarvin Christmas
Street Market
Saturday 5th December
between 5 and 9pm in the
High Street

Afternoon tea and Christingle

Come and Join the celebration
at Frodsham Methodist
Church on Wed 23rd December.
Afternoon tea and making of
the Christingles 3 - 3.45pm.
Messy Christingle at 4pm.
With Rev’d Neil Stacey
Donations received for the
Children’s society.

Christmas Tree Light Up
at Mickle Trafford
Friday December 4th
at 6.30pm

Churches Working Together in Partnership
to combat Human Trafficking
The audience (at Frodsham MC) was much absorbed by the Rhema
Theatre presentation in October. The performance enacted the day
to day reality of the tragedy facing individuals across the world by
Human Trafficking. £800 was raised through this evening and this has
been forwarded to front line charities tackling this.
The evening was sponsored by the Chester Diocese and Frodsham
Churches Together. Refreshments were donated by our local
Supermarket Morrisons, who have kindly agreed to further support
this by allowing Carol Singing at the Store in December to assist in
further fund raising. All donations will go to the Salvation Army UK
fund for Trafficked Victims.

21st December
Carol Singing at
Helsby Tesco
6.30pm till 8pm
Saturday19th Kingsley Hurst
‘Too busy to stop?’ Day 10am – 6pm
A day to pause and reflect amid the hustle and bustle
of Christmas preparations.
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L to R Hannah Flint, Regional Representative International Justice Mission
Rev'd David Speed Methodist Minister, Graham Evans MP Weaver Vale
Rebecca and Michael Peacock Rhema Theatre
Major Adrian Stringer Salvation Army
5

The cheque is
presented.

Community Nativity at Frodsham Methodist Church
Sunday, 20th December 2015, 10.45am

Your
image
here

Your
image
here

Thanks to all who have supported Christleton Churches
Together in the raising of £2,000 for the charity ‘Starlight’
that grants wishes to seriously and terminally ill
children throughout the UK

Your
image
here

Your
image
here

Your
image
here

Your
image
here

Or
here
Or
here

Or
here

This year, Frodsham Methodist Church warmly welcomes all
people, young and old, to come dressed as a favourite nativity
character to participate in a short, festive service.
Have you always wanted to be Mary or a King? Well, now is your
chance! The more the merrier!
Alternatively just bring your singing voice to join in with some
favourite carols.

Some of the folk
at Christleton who
have provided the
delicious cakes
and teas over the
summer.

Bring your cameras and costumes, as we tell the
Christmas story together.

6

23

Nativity Festival at Helsby Methodist Church
Friday December 11th 2pm – 4pm
and Saturday December 12th 10.30am – 3.00pm
Do you have a Nativity Scene that you display at
Christmas? If so we would love you to share it with us
and the story behind it if there is one!
The church will be open on Thursday
10th December, afternoon or evening
2pm – 4pm and 6pm- 8pm for you to
bring it along.

For further information contact
Chris Critchley 01928 722094

“Angeltide – getting ready for Christmas”
at Wesley Church Centre.
Decorate and take home craft angels – for all ages.
Ideal for tree decorations and Christmas gifts.
Session times as follows:
Thursday, 3rd December
Saturday, 5th December
Wednesday, 9th December
Friday, 11th December
Tuesday, 15th December
Friday, 18th December
Saturday, 19th December
Monday, 21st December
Tuesday, 22nd December

13.00
13.00
10.30
12.00
13.00
12.00
12.00
11.00
11.00
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–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

15.00
15.00
12.30
14.00
15.00
14.00
14.00
14.00
14.00

Dear Friends,

From Heather Rowland

I write this with heartfelt thanks and appreciation for all your prayers,
love and support particularly during my time on note and on trial as a
Local Preacher. While I have been on this journey I have been surrounded by God’s love and my call to His work has been reaffirmed
along the way, sometimes from the most unexpected places. It has
not always been easy; did He ever say it would be? However, I have
continued to move in God’s time and trust in Him ‘For I know the
plans I have for you declares the Lord’.
On the evening of Friday October 16th I felt very much in God’s hands
as I went on to be accredited as a Local Preacher in the Methodist
circuit and enjoyed a time of rejoicing with many who travelled from
near and far to attend the service.
I am very grateful to Rev Sue Levitt who led the service and also for
guiding me through my training, to Rev Ashley Cooper who agreed to
come and share in the service and for Rev Neil Stacey who conducted
the formal part of the service and for receiving me into the office and
ministry. Thanks also to Malen Johnson for playing, Ruth Lane for
being my mentor and reading, to Flora-Nell Duke for reading, to Liz
Holmes for holding my hand and reading the Presidents letter, to
Beryl Stew, the district Local Preacher’s secretary, to Mike Halliday for
the prayers of intercession and to all the ladies who provided refreshments afterwards.
And now as I continue on my journey I thank God for all that He has
done in my life, for my family, for
my friends and for the future that he
has planned – to Him be glory, honour and praise, now and forever.
May God continue to bless you as
you journey with Him.
Yours in Christ,

Heather

7

Messy Church across the Circuit
Messy Church happens at Saltney, Caldy Valley, Kelsall, Tarvin
and the Hurst.
Messy Church is a form of church for children
and adults that involves creativity, celebration
and hospitality.
See the Plan for details.
Hoole Methodist Church,
Hamilton Street

Open Door Lunches
at Norley Methodist
Church

Saturdays 10am – 11.30am
“Tea, Coffee &
Toasted Teacakes”

Christmas Lunch Thursday
10th Dec
Wednesdays
Thursdays
13th Jan
28th Jan
10th Feb
25th Feb
Meals at noon & cost £4.50.
Everyone welcome but contact
Ruth (01928 788071) or
Joan (01606 301198)
by the Sunday before, to book
your place.

All are Welcome
More details from John Evans
07939-645688 or
angiejohnevans@uwclub.net

The Uniting Church in Garden Lane will once again host
Chester Theatre Club - Youth Theatre on
Saturday 5th December 2015 at 2.30 pm.
"THE MYSTERIOUS MINCE PIE MURDERS AT
MUCKSLEY MANOR"
(also at The Little Theatre 3rd & 4th December at 7.30 pm)

There will be no admission charge but donations to cover
production costs will be gratefully received.
Do come along for 'a bit of pure nonsense' - with sincere
apologies to Agatha Christie.

Saturday 5th and Sunday 6th December
Hoole Methodist Church, Hamilton Street, Chester
CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL
Admission Free
Further details from
John Evans 07939-645688
or angiejohnevans@uwclub.net

Knit & Natter at Garden Lane
This community group meets on the first Tuesday of the
month in the lounge at Garden Lane from 2.15pm. New
members always welcome.
Contact Pat Linsey on 01244 320562

Out and About in December, January & February
8

Santa comes to Saltney!
4pm Saturday December 5th
Come along and hear some
Carol Singing,
a Children’s Choir, have some
refreshments, meet a live donkey
and see Santa! All welcome.
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Tiverton Carol Service
Monday 14th December
7pm
with
Rev’d Denise Harding

Chester Salvation Army Band

are coming to Tarvin Methodist Church to
help us celebrate Christmas with a selection of
carols and other musical items on

Thursday 10th December at 7pm.
Tea, coffee and mince pies afterwards!

A good opportunity to meet with old friends
and to make new ones at

Ashton Village Praise.

We meet on Sundays 17th January &
February 21st 2016 at 4pm
in the Parish Room, West End for a short worship
service, good fellowship, tea, coffee and cakes.
For further details please contact Deacon John Clarke
01829 759241 johnforester@talktalk.net

All are welcome

Little Story Time at Wesley
Every Tuesday at 12.30pm in Term Time

Tiny Tunes
Rhyme time for babies & little ones
Mondays & Fridays 11-11.30am in term time

Book Sales

We now have a book sale every week. Over 25,000
second hand books are for sale at the former Hassall Road
Methodist Church, Alsager, ST7 2HH.
Open Fridays 10am - 2pm and Saturdays 10am - 1pm.

We are grateful to the Friends of Englesea Brook and volunteers who
run the book sale each week. All proceeds from the sales go to

support the work of Englesea Brook Chapel and Museum.
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Kelsall Lunches
Third Thursdays 12 - 1.45pm
17th December, 21st January
and 18th February.
Contact a steward to book in or to ask
for more details
9

Kelsall Film Night - ‘Flicks in the Sticks’

‘Paddington’

Friday 4th Dec 7.30pm Admission: £4.00 on the door.
Enquiries: 01829 752548
Doors open at 7.00pm. Refreshments available.
Based on the stories written by Michael Bond.
Next film nights are Fridays 8th January and 5th February
- films to be confirmed.

Wesley Bake-in
Come and join our Friday Bake-in team and help make some
gorgeous cakes to sell in our community café. The idea is
for a team of three to make batches of cakes once a week.
The session starts at 10am and runs till 3pm every Friday.
It is most important that you are enthusiastic,
happy to work in a team, have a high standard
of personal hygiene and are able to stand for
significant periods.
If you are interested in finding out more,
please call Linda Tudor on 01244 323037
Gill Jones and Gill Townsend would like to thank everyone
for their support at the Macmillan coffee morning at
Mickle Trafford Methodist Church on 19th September
which raised an amazing £520. We would like to thank
everyone who helped, but particularly David Grube and
Diane Doughty without whom our job would have been so
much harder. Thank you to everyone who baked or gave cakes,
donated to the bric-a-brac and tombola stalls, but most of all
for coming and giving so generously.
Thanks Gill & Gill
10

Circuit Website
www.chesteranddelamereforest.org.uk
You will find all of the events in this newsletter in the
Calendar part of our website. Don’t forget to ‘click’ on
an item to get more details! Let us know if something
isn’t there!
Anyone can send a story for the ‘news’ section. If you
have something to share with the rest of the Circuit or
the world at large - let us know.
A record 614 people looked at our website during
October and November is looking to be something
similar.
All contributions gratefully received - send them to
Peter Sandercock or Linda Turner.

PUMP AID

is The Hurst Methodist Church's
outreach project for September
2015 to August 2016.
"Water for Life" Pump Aid is an
international water and sanitation
charity based in Africa and the UK, creating sustainable supplies
of clean water and safer sanitation. Using simple technologies
that can be locally maintained, Pump Aid works to improve
health and support local economies. Rural communities use the
clean water source for drinking, washing and the irrigation of
crops.

We commend this charity to all.
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Diary Dates December 2015 to February
2016
December
Tue 1
Thu 3
Thu 3

Tue 8
Wed 9
Mon 14
Fri 18

Sat 19
Tue 22

Fri 25

World AIDS Day
International Day of Disabled Persons
Kingsley 'Messy Christingle' with special lighting of village
Christmas trees.
7pm: Hurst Guild Supper. Speaker Mike Ridley
WI Group Carol Service at Saughall MC 7.30pm
Noon to 1pm: Hurst Soup Lunch in aid of 'Medcare'
Christmas COMPASSION Concert
THE BRIDGE CENTRE, Stoke-on-Trent, ST2 8DD
(Doors Open at 7pm) Tickets Adults £10, Children £4,
Family Ticket £20 from 01782 683781
All profits to Compassion UK

10am to 6pm at The Hurst: “To Busy to Stop?”
Escape into peace - and find the real meaning of
Christmas amid the bustle & rush of family preparations.
Equinox Concert 7.30pm Frodsham Methodist Church,
£8.00 incl tea and mince pies.
Tickets from Dandelion Gifts, Ian Tickle Estate Agents,
Or Valarie Ball 01928 735922
Proceeds in aid of Rotary Charities and Frodsham MC
Christmas Day (See p25)

January 2016
Mon 11
Wed 20
Sun 24

February
Mon 8
Tue 9

Noon to 1pm: Hurst Soup Lunch in aid of the Brick
Children's School, Nepal
Local Preachers’ Meeting Kelsall 7.30pm
4pm at Chester Cathedral. Service for Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity
Noon to 1pm: Hurst Soup Lunch in aid of the
Salvation Army
7.45 for 8.00 pm: Hurst Guild. “Guilders' Night”
18

Out and About in December, January & February
CHRISTLETON
METHODIST CHURCH

Saughall
Coffee Mornings

Prayer Lunch

Wednesdays
10.30am - noon

12 Noon - 1.30pm
1st Thursday of the month

9th December
13th & 27th January
10th & 24th February

Donations are invited to
cover the cost of the meal
(surplus to Christian Aid)
Prayer Requests
Welcomed

Garden Lane
Uniting Church
Chester

Community Coffee
Mornings 10.30am - 12 noon

Admission £2 includes
Fairtrade tea or coffee &
a cake or scone

Saturday 5th December

for Hope House

Saturday 2nd January

Hospitality Coffee Morning in aid
of church funds.
Saturday 6th February

Charity to be confirmed

11

Sit down for breakfast, stand up for farmers!
Fairtrade Fortnight 29 February - 13 March

As Martin Luther King famously said, ‘before you finish eating
breakfast in the morning, you’ve depended on more than half the world’.
Despite our dependence on farmers & workers for the products that we
love, about 795 million people are undernourished globally.
We can support farmers and workers to put food on
the table for their families by harnessing the power of a
Fairtrade breakfast. When people are paid a fairer price,
they can have more control over their lives when times are
hard, and worry less about how they will feed their families.
Fairtrade means many farmers and workers are able to fulfil
a basic human need – to put enough food on the table for
the people they care about, all year round. During Fairtrade Fortnight,
we will be encouraging campaigners to inspire a multitude of Fairtrade
breakfasts in their community – and wake others up to the challenges
facing farmers and workers.
Will you help us get as many people as possible to eat a
Fairtrade breakfast in your community during
Fairtrade Fortnight?

Frodsham Methodist Church Lunch Club
A lunch club is held on the first Wednesday of
the month at our Church Hall on Kingsley
Road, Frodsham, WA6 6BA. The ‘soup and
pudd’ lunch is served at 12.30pm prompt,
with doors open to welcome you from 12 noon. Whilst tea and
coffee is served, we have an informal 'fun quiz'. The suggested
donation towards lunch costs is £3.
If you would like to come along and join us, you will be made
very welcome, so give it a try! To find out a little more, or to
reserve a place, please ring the co-ordinator Marg Jacks on:
01928 732067 or email: margjacks35@gmail.com
12

the next 67 years, being able only three
weeks before his death to share in the service Revd Denise Harding was leading at
Chapelfields Methodist Home by reading a
quite long Bible passage—Matthew 5:1-12.
Charles and Shelagh were blessed in their
marriage with children Lillian (1952),
Margaret (1955) and George (1959). Shelagh
recalls that she and Charles were always
there for each other—throughout 68 years of
marriage.
Shelagh remembers that Charles proclaimed
the Gospel wherever he went, and he always
preached for a verdict. He also preached so
enthusiastically that he was often red faced, and if you happened to
fall asleep in one of his sermons he would thump the pulpit to get your
attention! A couple of ladies invited Charles round for afternoon tea
before he led an evening service one Sunday. He politely declined tea,
saying that he couldn’t preach on a full stomach as it would spoil his
preaching. He took the service, and later when commenting on it, one of
the ladies said: “He may as well have eaten his tea”! This was a story
that Charles himself would tell people—perhaps giving you a glimpse into
his fun and self-deprecating nature.
On Sunday evening, 27th September, Charles was taken ill at MHA
Chapelfields. After Shelagh received the call from the home,
she distinctly heard a voice telling her that Charles was going to be
taken home that night. Shelagh knew the time had come for Charles to
not struggle any longer. His time on earth was completed. His family
gathered, and talked to him (he was awake and alert a good proportion
of the time), and prayed with him. He knew he was reaching the end,
and those last hours felt like being in the presence of God and of a faithful servant of God as they prepared to continue on their journey
together, and leave us behind. Rev Charles H Smith is now at rest –
may he rest in peace and rise in glory.
Revd Denise Harding
17

Rev’d Charles Smith

Charles Henry Smith was born to parents Percy and Florence on 12th
August 1922, at Levitt Hagg, near Sprotborough, Doncaster. Charles was
the middle of three children.

Upon being accepted as a candidate and undergoing some training,
Charles was ordained at Sheffield (Carver Street) in 1964, aged 41, and
returned to Romford as Minister. Circuit ministry followed in Wath and
Mexborough; Clowne in Derbyshire; Bromborough on the Wirral; Newtown, Powys; Connah’s Quay; and lastly Millom in Cumbria where
Charles had a stroke and had to retire early from ministry in 1984, aged
63. Charles entered into ministry aged 25 and continued his ministry for
16

29th March to the 3rd April - ECG
A Heart for the Nations
ECG = Equipping, Calling, Going
Equipping today's generations to bring in God’s Kingdom
Calling Christians to discover and renew God’s unique vision
and purpose for their lives
Going to serve, love and lead into discipleship those who don’t
yet know Jesus Christ

An event inspiring a movement!
ECG is what you choose to make it - a relaxing break
in good company and a delightful setting or a hectic
Christian Conference with a choice of activities from
early morning until late in the evening. We provide
great teaching and worship, a range of seminars
designed to equip Christians to live well for Christ,
first-rate children’s and youth work and opportunities
to join in mission with local Christians.
You choose how much you want to get involved!
Come along and meet old friends and make new ones.
ECG has a Methodist heritage but offers a welcome to
all Christians. The speakers are chosen for their
expertise not their denominational allegiance!
13

Scarborough 2016

Charles attended school at Edlington, and continued with elementary
education. He didn’t like school. He played about more than he worked,
and was given the cane on a few occasions! Charles was employed in his
younger years as a milkman, a Pit hand at Yorkshire Main pit, and also
worked at Yorkshire Brick Marketing Board, in a stone quarry as a
Blacksmith’s striker. During the war, in 1939, he was a Bevin Boy. After
discharge Charles worked on a farm prior to attending Cliff College in
Derbyshire. Whilst at Cliff College Charles had a completely different
attitude to studying in comparison to his school years. He loved his time
at Cliff, getting up at 3.30am in the morning to study for ministry. Whilst
at Cliff College it was customary to be sent out to circuits on mission.
This experience was to change Charles’s life—and not just in terms of
preparing him for ministry. Charles was sent to this area, and visited
both Barnton and Oakmere Methodist churches. On his trip to Barnton a
young lady called Shelagh decided to cycle to the service there, knowing
a team from Cliff would be there. Outside the church a young man who
was a member of the Cliff team spotted a ‘lovely looking girl’ walking up
the steps of the chapel with her bike. Charles and Shelagh also met at
Oakmere—and on that occasion Charles, who was meant to return to
college on Sunday, stayed until after the Harvest Supper on the Monday
evening, to be able to spend some more time with Shelagh. They
married at Oakmere Methodist Church in May 1947, before they headed
off to Scotland as Charles began his ministry as a Lay Pastor in Burnbank
Glasgow, before moving on to the Shetland Isles. This was followed by
appointments in Sunderland Mission; Blackburn Trinity; Cannock Chase
and Romford—from where Charles candidated for ordained ministry.

You may recall that in Newsletter Issue 11 some folk from
Saltney went to the 2015 ECG Event in Scarborough and one of
them sent a report about their time there. If you would like to
go in 2016 - read on!

What’s in a name?

That which we call a rose, by any other name would smell as
sweet. So said Juliet as she confronted the fact that her beloved Romeo
belonged to the wrong tribe. There can be no doubt that names are
indispensable, we cannot do without them. We give names to the
objects around us, we wish to know the names of our friends and
acquaintances, most of all we hold in our hearts the names of those we
love.
I was thinking about the first chapters of Genesis the other day. I
find myself amazed by the insight of whoever came to write them, way
back in the distant past, at least five thousand years ago, if not more.
Tradition has it that Moses was the writer of the first five books of the
Bible, often called the Pentateuch, but uncertainty about the writer
must not spoil my enjoyment of the opening of a book which I believe
to be God’s word for us, now and always. Not that this belief makes
things any easier. I know that there are those who ridicule or reject
these verses but I believe that God has something to say to us through
them and will help us if we are prepared to study them.
So, I began my reading at chapter 1 and I found that the world I
live in has a creator who is simply termed God though I notice that
when we reach v26, God says “let us make mankind in our image”. So
here already is a mystery to be teased out. Who is God speaking to?
We are not told. But we are told these interlocutors agreed so that God
went on to create mankind in two forms, male and female.
The writer places our start as Homo Sapiens somewhere in the
Middle East by giving us the names of two rivers that are still familiar to
us, Tigris and Euphrates in the general area of Mesopotamia which we
know about only too well. Now a scene of conflict but then a place of
peace. Here we have the man (Adam is the Semitic word for Man)
surrounded by other creatures, birds and animals, to say nothing of
insects and even snakes. The man’s world is becoming more familiar
and there is conversation as God invites man to name these creatures
and, guess what, that’s what we have been doing ever since, giving
names, we could call ourselves Homo Nomenae. Throughout history we
have multiplied names, name after name after name, we have been
given that facility and, my, have we used it! From A to Z, back and
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forth, from zoo to antidisestablishmentarianism. We even name storms
now. But what does this mean? All these names signify appreciation,
relationships and lists. In later days the Jewish people loved to collect
the names of their forbears (see e.g. 1 Chronicles and so on). But this
naming propensity implies something else; that man stands apart from
all the rest of creation. He may be very wise but so far he has not
found anything or anyone with whom he can share his wisdom. And,
that, says God, is not good and he determines to do something about
it. And so the writer introduces us to surgery under anaesthetic (don’t
laugh, that is what is being described, for the very first time) and
makes two from one so that ever after there will be one seeking one
who will complement the other and be reunited, under God. It is clear
when we read the cry of delight in 2v23 that the man rejoiced in what
God had done for him and named this new creature Woman because
she had been taken out of Man. (In Hebrew, Man is “Ish” and Woman
is “Ishshah” — “taken out of Ish”.) It is striking that our language still
contains that word-complementarity between man and woman or male
and female. This word-complementarity was endorsed by Jesus Christ
in Mark 10 v 8 when he quoted these ancient words. Sadly, in the world
as it is, we often fail to realise in practice all this means but, by the
grace of God, forgiveness can follow failure as we shall see.
Now it is time to turn to the New Testament. As soon as we open
its pages in St. Matthew’s gospel we are confronted by a list of names,
some familiar, some unfamiliar but all the bringing together the direction God has been taking us. We have already noticed the propensity of
the Jewish people to keep lists of their ancestors. Adam was invited to
name all of God’s creation but neither Joseph nor Mary, as they usher in
God’s new creation in Matthew 1v 20 to 21, are allowed to choose a
name for their first baby. His name, Jesus, which is the Greek form of
Joshua, came from above, and just as Joshua saved sinful Israel from
their wilderness wanderings and brought them to the land God had
promised them so Jesus was named by God’s messenger because he
would save us from our sins and bring us to the place where, under
God we belong. Soon we shall celebrate that coming, may we also
celebrate all his benefits.
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